
IX . Satr ina.1

T}.e town of Sablnal is located on the maln llne of the Souihern

Paclfic Railroad about slxty-five mlles west of San Antonlo. open

ranges, an.d later ranches, occupled the land for nany years prio:r

to 1!08. fn fact in the 12! r:lIes from San Antonlo to Del Rio there

were only Castroville vrhere some Gerrcans had started a farmlng

communityr and Uvaldo whlch was a ranchersr toun. At cattle sblp-

pinpl points on the railroad vrere a few stores and a handful of

nearby fat'rners t'tho wcre tempt lng the r'reather god with thei r hardy

venL ure s .

Tho occasi-ol,;.1 stark far:n houses stood forth nakcd in the

almost treeless country. The stunted mesquite Save nc substant,lal-

shade . A f er,r r.rild pecans r c1?ress and live oaks vlere f ouncl in the

valleys of tJle widely scatterod streems but in the open country only

an occeslonal scrub oak or live cai< offercd refuge a6ains b tlle

glarirtg su.rl,

Star"tlng in l9O5 good. rains brought tir.e fariner s suc'lden

-?r:t -

1



- -t \.) 
-

prosperlty. In Sabinal the population wes report3C to have lncreased

from 1,000 to 2,O00 betueen 19Ol+ and 190?. Ttre next y'iar when Geo:'6;e

and i,lary arrlvec the nu.rib ers res.ched a peak of 2,500. Thereafter

Mother Nature retlBned to normal and only 1,1+58 citizens could be

counted in 1!2O (lrene llart Bates, ItELstory of sabinal christian

Collegerrt. ]ilS at Southrrest State Teachersr Coll-ege, 19\8, p' 1) '

rn ilay 1907 the flourl.shlng ltttIe town took an acvertLsement

ln the San Anionlo Express ln whlch lt boasted that ln tho

prevlous year lt had shiopod loo cars of cattle, 30 cars of !rood.,

2$O cars of mlne products (i(aolln for the most part)r 75 car:s of.

hay, 1! cars of 8uano, 3,100 cars of cotton, 50,000 pounds of

honey, l+orooo pounds of wool- and 1J!rOOO pounds of rnohalr. Tt

also reported seven churches and no saloons'

On retulnlng from their prospecting trip 1n Aprj'1 19OS Geor5ie

and }lary repor.ted that they had bougirt one farm of about a hundred

acres of land located soure five rnile s we st of the totsn of Sablnr'.I,

and anothet of aboui tr.Jo hundred and fifty acres near xnlppa, or

some twel_ve miles lrest of Sabinal as the roeds then ran. Later

George acqulred anoiher far.tt 1n the same general dlrection to glve

hlm upuar. cls of five huncred acres Ln ell. Froin these he antlc-

lpated a 6ood 11vln5;. unfortunately, none of the rrc il acclulsltions

had a good r.esidence on it. Also they were so Located thaL school

attendance for th': boys would bc dlff icul"t" The so}'rtion uas the

purchase of a five-rooln house ln tol,|'::. This uas 1ocate<I on about

an acrc of lanc and had a barn for the acconlnodation of a col,?I B

couplc of Pigs, and a horse or tllo'
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Now all was bustle and preparation for the great venture

in town living. Part of the household furniture and most of the farm

machingry were loaded on a railroad freight car. This, hovuever,

would have to make a slow trip for it must be transferred from one

railroad to another in San Antonio. To have sent the livestock (the

cows had been sold in San Marcos) in this fashion would have been

both expensive and difficult. AIso two families of Ir4exican rentcrs

on the HilI House property wanted to make the move with "Mr. George. "

Herbert came by train from Sabinal to help with the

preparations. The freight car was loaded in San Marcos and sent

ahead. The ttr,o best wagons were checked carefulll' and then a.

light loacl was placed on each. One of them contained a barrel to

carry drinking water during the trip. Household goods difficult to

crate for freight shipnrent made up the balance of the loads. One

of the \ffagons had a space reserved so that Herbert and Fraull, both

of whom were to accompany the safari, could sleep. Tied to the

rear of each vragon lvas an e>ltra horse or mule or two that could

be used to replace tired animals at need. Each wagon was pulled by

four mules but the trip was to be a long one. In addition each of the

Mexican far,^t.lies hacl its owu conveyance pulled by its cr//n animals '

Theee lvere badly overloaded even though George had sent part of

their household goods in the freight car. Inevitably here was the weak

spot in the erra:rgements. These convcyatlces were unable to keep pace

with the rest of the grouP.



-254-

$fhen most of the pac)<ing was completecl George and },{ary

left for San Marcos to take the train to Sabinal. They were to use

Herbert's home (fris wife and baby had remained in Sabir:aI) as a base

while they prepared the new house for occupancy. \Mhen the packing

was finishecl Ethel and Wilfricl too went to San Marcos for the trip by

train.

The next morning the wagons left the farm . Their route

was_via San Marcos to New Braunfels and on to San Antonio, Cdstroville.1

Hondo and Sabinal . From San Marcos to San Antonio the road followed

the 1ower edge of the Balcones geologic Fault that so sharpll'divides

the Hi1 Country from the coastal plain. l1fest of San Antonio the road

followed the Old Spanish Trail along which multiple generations of

Spanisl: explorers ancl traders had travelled from Florida via Nelv Orlcans

t Lt e r,, { <. f,J e s {- rr rr ci r: t- ;., f: /t..

to San Antonio, then-west torvard*Mexico-or-the-Pacific . Beyond Uvalde

the old road divide$one branch going by t1r3y of DeI Rio or Laredo to

Monterrey and Mexico City, the other proceeding through EI Paso to

California.

Follon,ing the Balcones Fault vrest of San Marcos the travellers

hacl the limestone hills v,rith their fragrant covering of scrub ccdar on

their right. T'c t5e left the rolling hills of the Mesquite plains extended

tornrard the GuIf of Me>:ico. on these the farnrers had carved out their

sn:all holCings at t5e expense of the ranchers . The temperantcntal roads

were mudd1, irr rvet weather and painfully dusty when dry. In either case
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this meant delays. Four-mule wagons could get through mud but the

, Iast of several vehicles, especially when overloaded and pulled by

inferior animals, had a hard time of it. Mfhen the roads lvere dry it

was almost as bad. A four-mu1e wagon stirred up a lot of dust so the

following vehicles either had to fal} back a long way or both the animals

and human occupants toof EEJifi","epunishment .

- Finding a place to make camp for the.night was a probleln.

Farmers were hesitant about providing vuater for rirteBilrilii?5t*l' animals

so a campsite near a stream was essential; and to find such a spot at

the right time vfas not easy. seldorn dicl the expedition mal;e more than

twenty miles in a day. And this was about all that the heavily loaded

Mexican teams could stand any\\iay. If no camping place \Aras available

and the roads were good they simply had to keep going '

One complication 'vvas the lacl< of road signs . Occasionally
;l Pfrili');i ir r .r f e

a home made sign oi: a merchant's acivertisement indicated ther$istance

to the next tovrrn but official markings had not been heard of and the

local fo1]< knew the roacls anyway. During the days of the opcn range

the road had maintainecl a steady general direction. But onc€) fanners

fe,ced in their holclings the highr,r,ay was frequcntly diverted at right

angles from its proper course. The stranEer hacl to guess whj.ch fork

C' c: .r, i ) ;r r t u'r',' (1 , ', .-
he should follor,rr. San Antoni6--bcastecl'of aII-vscather roads through

the rrairr streets but other conlmunities boasLecl if they had two or three

miles of macai.annized roads through the center of tov'rn.
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Herbert and Frank and their Mexican follort,ers sei oltt

early on a fine November morning. \Mest of San \4arcos a fall sitort'er

had made the roads ',healry,' so the first day's trip had to stop at

the small community of Hunter. Camp lvas made and the lrtlexicans

pi:oceeded to sleep on the ground. Herbert and Frank prefeneC ti're

crovsded accommodations of the wagon bed for they did not relish

the iclea of a visit from dome pro'uvling rattle snake or a foraging skurr]:

that had caught a whiff of the smell of food.

At daybreak al1 were avrra]<e and on the job. Each vehicJe

was chec):ed and the *:Les greased for the day's haul . For the J-ight

Ir4exican conveyances this was not too mttch of a job but for loaded

wagons it r,rras more difficult. The hub cap of each rnrheeL rvas rennr-.,ved.

Then d rrrdrr grasped the top of the r,rrhecl 
.firnrly 

with both haud-" and.

smartly jerl,.ed it towards hintself . The catttious mall first placocl a

prop uncler tl:e *:Ie but most old hands relied upon their skj-ll - If he

pulled the vrheel too far out ihe axle sl.ipped out of the hub ancl craslred

to the ground. With an empty wergon a pry pole was p).a.cecl on a blocl;,

to lift tire axle back up and replace it in the wheel hub. Iv\/jth a

Ioaded wagon, hor,r,ever, the jol.t when the end of the axle strtrc];. the

grou,d could €.ilsil1z cracJt or break it - and replacit:g el bro]:cn axLe

on the road inrrolved scrious delays. Once the wheel rt'as pulied out

three or four incires to i'e\rcdl. the bareC end of the a>lLc a libct'eil- layer

of a>rle (cup) Erease \,*,as applicd. The rvheeL rvas pushed ]:acJ: in place
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and the hub cap screwed on. Meanwhile the animals were fed with

corn carried along for the purpose, watered at the stream, and other

ocds and ends cared for. By that time the Mexican women had hot

coffee ready and after a light breakfast the teams were hitched up

and the caravan again tock to the road '

The second evening found the travelers ten miles east of

San Antonio. Then came the problem of crossing the city itself ' To

Lta'rr'l it "- t e
. nDd.P;€ 

Ddtters \Morse.the road ran directly through Fort Sam Houston

which was on the.outskirts of the city' The lr{exicar:s had serious

qualms about going through the fort, and Fran]< was almost as nervous

whenheSawsold.iersallaround.Hotvever,notasinglerifleshot\VaS

heard and the few soldiers in sight were apparently harmless feu.olvs

. who waved to the passers by. The carava,r rumbled safel)' thro.gh

the fort and the town, and again reached "safe, free air" vt'est of the

city.Abitofexcitetrrcntcamethatni(lhtaftercan.Ipwasntadea

few miles west of the city. Herbert a,d Fran]: were art,akencd by

suspiciousnoisesmaclebyaprowlerrummagingintlreunoccupj.ed

wagon nearby . Herbert, arolrsed, reached for his pistol as the

frightened visitor hastily disappeared '

WestofSanAntorriotheroadsdeteriorated.Fervofthe

streams were bridged for the creek becrs were dry for njne-tenths of t'e

time anyway. Even if they held a trickle of water thc fords were

easily negotiaterl. ouce every ferv years a tropical hurricane swept
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inland from the GuIf of Mexico. As it reached the edge of the II1II

Gountry, where the'ground elevation rose rapidly from about 600 feet

to Z,OO0 feet or more, it vrould unload a fantastic amount of moistul'e.

One such clirnatic aUefition dumped over twenty-tro inches of rain

on the Sabinal countrysicie in a three-da1' ordeal. Most of the storrns '

were less torrential but a rain of six or eight inches in a couple of

days occurred every few years . And both before and after the deluge

the drought often lasted for many months '

But back to the travelers . Crossing the occasional small

cree]< was not too troublesolne. If it was dry, dS usual, tfte chief

problem was that the down hill bank might be so steep that a loaded

wagon would overrun the rear team and b::eak the animals' Iegs if the

f'r' ,'
wagon bra]<es failed to hold trre lrerricle steady. ,,Iri such ca.ses the

Gsly'rric..l "=J.-r=gz, "'i1 't:it 
ite r:'r''t(J p";'l'

driver pushed a strbng pole about eight feet lonsfhrough the spokes

of the rear lvhecls of the v,/agon. As the two wheels revolved the pole

woulc1 be carried along until it camc up, or dor,r'n, agajnst the wagon bed.

This 1ockcd both rryheels and caused thent to skid. Herbert later

reported that he had to do this at least ouce on the trip '

In goir-rg tl-rrough Castroville the OId Vfest began to appear.

Numbers of ti,c original houses of the 1840's still had loop-holes in

the upper stories or attics that cor-r1cl be used for rifle fire in case

of Indian attac]<. Also for the first time the travclers saw adobe

houses br-rilt r)f ciay of the countrysrde. The clay was first pulverized',
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dampened and thoroughly kneaded until smooth. Next it \A,as mixed

with straw to hold it together, then molded into bricks about two or

three inches thick, sfr to eight inches u,ide, and twelve to sixteen

inches long. After the bricks were thoroughly dried in the blazing hot

sun they were ready for house building without benefit of kiln.

\AIaIIs of the houses were usually made two bricks thick

(about eighteen inches). The doors and windows were small and the

interiors dark. In the heai of summer, however, they were delightfully cool;

and on a cold winter day they were surprisingly warm. Thig type of

structure had been introduced by the Mexican Indians and \^ras still

used in spite of ttre fact that during occasi onal long continued rains

walls were lil<ety to crumble. One good reason for using adobe was the

fact that there was no lumber grown nearer than east Texas so building

costs vrere excePtionallY high.

By the fourth da1, 11',u slon, moving Mexican vehicles could

no lolger }<eep up the pace . Flerbert went on in advance and Frar-rk

brought up the rear rvith the slor,v group . The latter cantped for the

fourth night about ten rniles east of Hondo and the fifth night fotrt:d

them eiglr,t miles east of Sal:inal. Fina IIy the trip was over: George and

Mary had the house in tolrrn rvaiting. As soon as l-Ierbert arrived on the

fifth day he started to unload the freight car vvhich was it'aiting on a

convenient si<jetracJ<. Household equipment vras taJ:.en to the ne\ r house.

The fann implennents were reassembled and reaclied to take out to the
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farms with the tenants'furnit.ire as soou as the rest cf thc caraviln

arrived. Each of the tenants reclairnecl his own supplies, the vvagous

were again loaded and the weary families proceeded to the farnts. The

ne\^r life had begun.

George had learned from his uncle in England that children

should be 1<ept occupied. He had no intention of allolving his boys to

loaf around street corners. The acre of land a-round the residence held

considerable promise. Sabinal had direct conl'Iections with San Antonio

.r',l(La
on the main line of the Southern Pacific'airdhvo gocC'passellger trains

per day in eaclr dir-ection. Was not Sabinal a better place to raise

chic)<ens than the old farm r,rrhich had been ten dirt-road miles b5' horse-

dra.+rn vehicle fro:n the railroad ? With this in mind the incubator \\'as

included with the household furniture '

The chickens were to be )<ept in small pens about four and

a half by nine feei in size. Built in pairs the pe ns had a sn:a]l coop

attachecl to each. B), placing a kerosene heated brooder in the coof.)

a hundred srrdll chicl<s could be accotnmodatecl even in colci weather-

As the for,l,Is grev..r the1, werc transfcrred to other coops in decreasing

numbers until they reached frying sj.ze rnrhen there \^/erc only twcntl'-

five or thirty to each pen alrd coop'

AIi fooci had to be providocl for these birds could rrot forage

for themsel'cs. In 1g0B no fortified foods v/ere on tl:e market so to raise
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clricks to fryin g size took about three weel<s longer than is nor^r

required. For roughage alfalfa, which had been shipped in, was

used. Also whole oat grains were soaked in water for twenty-four

hours . 'V1trhen swollen to about twice their original size they were

spread in flat galvanized pans in a layer about half an inch to an

inch in thickness. Hearry "gunny" sacks were placed over them and

kept wet until the kernels sprouted. Three to five days after the

sacks were removed the young shoots had grown to three or four iuches

in height while the roots grorving out of the swollen kernels formed a

matted pad. A sjx-inch square of this was torn in pieces aud tossed

into the pens daily where clamoring chic)<s gobbled tops, kernels

and roots. As a matter of fact this fare was not unlil:e sprouted grain

used in certain Oriental dishes '

The chicken busines s started off vigorously . A new 250-egg

incubator was bought. George somerryhere, probably from the united

States Department of Agriculture, secured a description of a rvater-

heated incubator that was said to provide a more even temperature

and to produce stronger chic]:s than the hot air machiues. tlsing his

otd blacJ<snrith shop sl<ills he folloruecl instructions and made a third

incubator of garlvani zed, iron sheets cut and sold-erecl togcther at tlie

cost of manY da1'5 of labor'

N'l'w he r,r'as readY

shifted fi-ot:r orr('l machine to

to start 150 eggs each wee);.. These were

another as infertile eggs \vere discarded
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while the ternperature was adjusted to the stage of development of the

embryos. IJI three machines were heated by kerosene lamps ' An old

carriage house became the incubator house that turr:ed out a hundred

to a hundred and seventy five chicks per wee)" . The grist miil had

been brought from San Marcos and was used each week end when a

Mexican tenant came in for supplies. \Alhile the tenant got his groceries

up town the team \ ras used to grind corn, milo maize, shorts, bran

. and.various ingredients including dried animal's blood and bone meal

to form a rounded feed. The.output took the form of weekll' shipments

of broilers and frying chickens that went to the San Antonio nrar}"et.

Unfortunately the plans failed to take into account the

danger of infection and of pests such as mites and lice tl'lten a fevr

thousand for.trls 'were kept in town in such close quarters. Clean1illess

was all very well but neighbors allowed their chickens to range freely.

Ihey f,lern, over fences to picll up scraps of food or simply to visit thei::

penned up neighbors. These brought in a variet)' of diseases. Roup,

sorehead and otSer complications developed in spite of precautions

taken.

The wbole project had to be considered an eminent success

in preventing tire boys from becoming street corner loafers. Frotn

the financial standpoint, however, the venture paid its owu way but

dict tittle mcl'c than that.
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/ The boys were delighted with town life and the '1\rest" \4'he re

they saw at first hand what they did not realize was a rapidly disappearing
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way of life. The house \^ras located about half a rnile or a mile from

the railroad ancl on the northv,resterr-I edge of town. Up in the HiIL

Country, v,rhich began ten or fifteen miles above Sabinal, ranches extended

. for scores of mi1es.. Many of these used Sabinal as a shipping point.

It was still a common sight in 1909 for herds of a. thousand or more

steers to be brought by the front of the Callcott home. Thi.s rotite \,\ras

tal<en to avoid driving the cattle tlrrough the tornrn itself and this side-

road-or. street led directly to the cattle pens on the railroad. The dr.ts;t

\A?as stifling as the animals crorvded through a town sl.reet con'rpletely

devoicl of paving. T'he wor]: of the cov.rboys striving to keep these

range animals from 1:rea]<,ing away from the hcrd to race clor,r'u sicic

streets; the soothing calls of the corvboys tr1ri1'19 to quiet the excited

and restless animals, naturally punctuated from time to ti:ne lvitl-l

picturesqge e>ipressions; the fact that these mcn still worc chaps (a

kind of leather overpants which were suspended from the v',aist and

covered each l,:g as a protection against chaparral and mesquite

thorns op t5e range) and \vere regularJ.y arrned; alL har)led bac]: to

da),s fast disapPeeiring .



-2 64-

In fact, another type of drive was also tal:ing place ollce

or twice each faII in striking contrast with the old life of the \Arest.

Gertain enterprising folk, usually among the ne\A' farmers who were

invading the ranching territory, had gotten the 'idea that turkeys were

a promising . crop . These creature s , too,. were shipped by railroad tq

market. They ha,c been raised in the open and were leggy creatures

that carried little breast (How to-day's A&P buyers would have scorned

them!) but much muscle. They, too, were driven through the country.

rn frorit of the fl0ck one or two patriarch birds stalked grandly, each

with a srnall beII attached to his neck. Like the cattle they were

accompanied by outriders on horseback '

The day before a tur]<ey drive a rider went through the cottt'rtry

and warned all farrrers whose birds might wander as far as the highu'a1'

to care for their fowls. \Afhen a drive came through farm birds were

1; kei -r';;;itto join a passing flock and go on to market with tltent.

on one such drive furobably in 1910) a flock of sotne 1,500

birds wer:e supposed to reach town late one day to be loaded to catch

the night train to san Antonio. Regular cattle cars with slatted sides

for ventilation but with special ctec]<s built in to accommocate two

Iayers of turlleys were waiting on a side track near the cattle pens '

Though an urexpected shower had slo'*,ed the progress of the floc]'-,

the drivers still. hoped to reacir town by nighr-fall .
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They reached the Sahinal river, about a mile and a half

northwest of town, just as dusk was falling. The stream had sucldenll'

risen as a result of the rain so the normally dry ford was flooded.

The drivers were still not too worried. They sirnpllz caught two of the

bell birds and tossed them into the air headed across the stream so

they rn,ould fly to the other side. A short flight did not faze these range

birds and the whole ftock was expected to follow the leaders . The old

birds, however, were tired and dusk was approaching. once in the

air the two leaders by one accord circled to one side to roost for the

nig5t in some cypress trees that were grorving along the side of the

stream and just south of the road. True to turkey habits the whole

f lock follorvedrto roost aloft ten to twenty feet from.the ground. Railroad

schedules were a minor mdtter. The drive was over for the day '

Some features of the West were not so pleasant. One

varmint that gave occasional trouJrle even in torvn was the picturesqlte

armadillo. This possum rvith a shell on his back that makes i'r;f,

attractive baskett' rvhen the aninral has been extracted, had arr insatiable

appetite for young chic]<ens and hen eggs . He rvas to be shot oll sight.

In riie next bloc]: down the street from the Callcott hottte

,s n "'t l', 
(- ,^ l.r'i lJ, ('-i'e a {'t' t }^ c '

was a family that had dorrresticatedrf,r unusual'-pct. l4ll:ile huntirrg one

day t5e man of the family }<.itled a female havelina (a peccary or wild

hog) that was fcund in brushy places of the countrysicle. HaIf as a jol"e
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he brought home a tiny pig. His youngsters were delighted and made

a pet of the small animal which soon grew into a scrawny ugly looking

beast with a shaggy, rusty black coat and projecting tusks ' Tl:e

creature was always hungry. It would escape from its bac)<yard pen

to follow eagerly after any pedestrian walking along the street'

Trotting behind him it would snuffle and grunt to attract attention :

while its chevuing jaws and over-flowing saliva were weII calculated

to alarm the sedate. Nqighborhood protests brought.about the animal's

early demise as another denLzen oI the great open spaces joire d others

of his kind in rapidly appre ching extinction '

More interesting to the bo1'5 were the occasional glimpses

and tales of the stilI recent lndian da1,5. I,iving about six miles south

of tor,vn v/as ,'old nlan shane" who vfas about seventy years of age '

He=-came -.to town.from time.Jo time-lrrearing-a-coous]<in"cap. He had a

small farm, raiSed some sheep, cherved tobacco, trapped a fert, rn'ilcl
' 

1,.4.\ ro'i*'i--;l-c"t'i'-lrjJ('r'rt--t:iii?--;t'?y:il1r'l f r':'i il f :( lrl'--

critters and brougrrt $r" p"Its to town r'Summer 
and rnzinter he appeared

in his coonskin cap to stimulate the romantic tales told about him.

_/ ,.Tire story went that as a boy about six years old he was captured by

Indians near EI paso. There he lived until he became a young *drr,

when he escal-r€d bac)< into the white commutritY '-,

ffi;r"ilJ;", sr"u,.."r, ri,ru i"t, "" their faces as naturc
/,.

made t5em. As a result with little d:fficulty they reached tire conclusion

that a beard and mustache rarere dirL1, and unattractive. when the young
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adoptee, or prisoner, reached the appr-opriate age hair began to appear

on his upper lip. After a fer,v weeks the old women of the tribe,

gleefully aided by some. young and attractive girls as a crowning

indignity, seized him. While four of them held him spread-eagled on

his back the others firmly apd not too gently pulled each of the young

evidences of budding manhood out by the roots. He lvas then released

with instructiorrs to do this for himself at regular intervals, €Ise the

women lvould do it for him as often as they considered necessary

This was the local version though the facts appear to have

been different. Henry J. Shane was born in old Germanlu in 1836. He

i y';rls
migratecl with his mothei-ancl other children in the late )dd0tt to join

the father who had already come to the Nev'r Wor1d. The latter, horvever,

was adventuring rt'ith the United States army in lVlexico during the

Mexican \Afar. After tlre hostilities the family was reunited at Laredo

in IBS0. The teen age boy soon became a sheep herder on the Frio

River tSough he periodically served with United States troops in repelling

Indian raiders. One da1, 6" was captured by Indians while carelessly

sl<,inning a dec:r. They rnzhipped him and forced him to ridc rvith them

aII day and much oi the following night. Meanrnrhile llews of the raid

had spread anci troops pursued the bancl . In the shirrrrish that ensuecl

young Shane escapecl but \vas shot through the arm with atl arrow.

He brcke off the point to enable him to pr-rlL the shaft back thror.rgh

the wound, then continued his flight.
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As he later told the story to A. J . SoweII (Earlv Settlers and

Indianriqht.BenC.Jonesand.Compan}',Austin,

Texas, 1900, PP . 483-497) he that day sa\^7 "tigers, bears, panthers

and Me>:ican lions ". In 1B7I he married and settled south of Sabinal

where he continued his ranching, trapping aud occa sional sJ<.irmishes

with Indj.ans until 1876. His own account states that in that year he

satv the last of the wild Irrciians wilo were on sight considered enemies '
nrcrii f'.:rL

Time and an enttrusiastic memory probably addedjeven to his c''^'n'accouut

for toclay on3 doubts the variety of animals seen in. a single day.

Regardlessofthishev,raSaromanticcharacterandbothiriso\Vnaccount

and the tales told of him are revealing '

Se*eral of the leading Sabinal famj.lies had origir:ally run

their cattle on the open range. Later they acquired large ranches. To

)tt!.i, tLri-S, l.r,-. 't.l'i V- 1.r p € r1 la c-l i'-,; t'l' .i ;1 :7"-i 
'' t l't't"i itc t lr Cr:

suppleme,t the jr Texa, ',,tii.irri/u's -it,rnlot-r,itruni,,ro,n',', /or we$t Te>"a s

ranchers t.c acquire property south of the inter'atio.al boundailg whicir

was onl1, sixty to eight), mile st of SabinaL' Internationail operations

v/ere profitable. The Rio Grancle constituted the bor-r'da.ry hut rnras

convenj.errtlydry,il.,nian:/spotsforextendedpcriclclseachyear.It

was a matter of constant official surpris;e tl,tax assessors to fi'd horv

fevr cattle vJcre on such ranches when it canre time to rna):e tax returns.

,v\fil.h corlvenient dar:]: nights and a cooperating inte'.at-ional bcunciary

river the cattle could be relied,.rlon to be vuJrcre the assesflo's were
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not - or not to be where the assessors were. Anyway, v,'ha t tax

assessor could wander over several hundred square miles of territory

to piorre a friend's tax return was slightly conseryative in its

estimate ? lv1trhen animals lvere ready for market they were simply

driven into the railroad cattle pens and there was no possible vray

to te}l from which side of the line they originated. And there was

the .st', tt)^(i e " tnot even an income tax return to provide a clue to suspicious:Sd.Ies

si.s Pic')"''"s(1' ard-large incomes ./\
Many of these ranchmen appeared rough on the surface and

their language vras earthlz but they had a real code of their o\^rn. They

would stand by a friend and had an almost unbelievable respect for

the education they did not themselves possess. Their children were

givep a chance to go to the local schools. Few Sahir:a1 youths,

however, thought in terms beyond the local high school - if the

term "high " could yet be properly applied.

The nore recently arrived farrners \\'ere nearly all of English

speaking stock. They had spread out from the rajl.road as it penetrated

the lAfest. The German settlenrent around Gastroville had retained

some of the German characteristics but the ferv Germans aroulld Sabinal

v I'r\ l- e Yt LL t'r\ hr':,".r
rapiclly acloi:ted the English language, FooD- c.rrglicized th.eir names

ancl mergecl with the dominant "whites " as c.ontra.sted rnrith the "Mexicans. "

Of the 2,000 people in Sabinal fully half \^rere Mexicans.
c

The schools of the torvn were seOr5;iated in fact lirough technically the
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segregation ceased rn'hen a child was able to handle courses in

English spea)<ing schools. This was happening in larger towns
u,hQ f C

but was still in the future for Sabinaf.i-.rcre- the Mexican families

were more or less migratory and seldom indeed did a lr{exican child

ever advance beyond the third grade '

The Mexicans lived in one to three room rn'ooden houses

that were little better than shacks and for which they paid a few

dollars per month rent. The fact was that most of them had recently

been peons in Mexico and derived from varying Indian stocks . Indeed

many knew little or no Spanish. Schooling of an1' type was practically

unknown among them so parents merely thought of it as a means by

which their children might learn a difficult and useful language.

For their part the ,,whites " of the community held thernsclves

strictly aloof . Nearly arl of the men could speak "Iviexican " because

they needed it for their daily contacts on ranches and farms. Their

wives and dar.rghters too picked up a smattering of the language but

used it very little.

unfor-tunately these Mexican \ 7omen came from such a

limited social background that they knew little of housekeeping tasks

that would recolnmend them ds household servsnts ' Some were

employed as cleanitrg women

thenr. Also vcIY ferv of them

but American coo)"ing was unl<'nor,vn to

could understand English, so comlnon

understanding and confidence were difficult to es't-ab1ish. Probably the
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major point of contact for the vrorr€Ir dlose from the spicy and

aromatic Me>:ican viancls . When ranchers or foremen were on their

propertics the lrlexican v,7omc:r freely fe.i them frijoles (pinto beans),

tarnales, tortillas and enchiladas. The men learned to lii"e them and

soon persuaded their wives to provide similar food at home.

Sabinal opened. a new high school building (tfre first it

had ever had) about 1909. In its four class rooms w-ere offerec tlre

s€verrth,-eighth, ninth and tenth grades. But in 1913 the tenth grade

had only four members, and as late as 19II only three or four boys from

the coranrunity had gone to college. Graduates who aspired to college

reported to their chosen institutions and there took entrance e:{antj.na-

tions. Fortunately nearly all the colleges of the dalz maintaj.ned

preparatory clepartments where background work could be made up-

Real trail blazers \Arere the devoted local teachers .

Mrs . Wyatt Fleard, Mrs . Nina Mahaffel, , Mis s Aima Schucldemagen,

Mrs. \i\f . B. Brunt and others \A/ere comnlunity leaders in thre best sellse

of the term. They tool< children with haphazard background prepa!:ation

and introd.r_rced thern to nan), of thc finer things of life and civiliz,ation.

It vras tittle Iess ttran amazing lrovr they exeited a mj.>lture of pressure

and coa>lir:g to jpspire some sort of respect from the irr:everent in spite

of school boy pranl<s that varjcd from p).acing horned toads (a )''ind of

west Texas lizard of hideous m {"1 in tire teachcr's deskrto t}re intro-

duction one night of a deoclorized sJ<u:rk in a c;Iassroom to greet early

arri',,a.1 s .
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On one occasion the school board, dt the request of the

superintendent, Professor Wi]Iiams, decided to introduce a laboratory
e

course into the curriculum. Chemistry was too/soteric and biology

might become indecent so the more practical physics was decided

upon. Some pulleys, Ievers and other simple instruments were.

solernnly dedicated to laboratory research. Those farm and ranch boys

had been using such tools all their lives so a text book which laboriousll'

explainqd the theory back of what they already knew was looked upon

as rank foolishness. trVhy befuddle a chap with conrplicated maneuvers

when he ah:eady knew what r,r'ould happen ?

One day word was sent out that school would be dismissed

at 2:00 P.Nd . , instead of at the regular 4:00 o'clock. AIl the children

walked a mr.te to the edse of town rvhere they waited 8#tiJ 
"-.rgt-lSr:'t 

i l','t

tt, t-. pi i.. i,-' t'.. J '{:,'.,- (J'd--leve1 
pasturo for the arrival of one of the marvels of modern science,

an airplane. It v,/as piloted l:y a man named Rogers aud sponsorcd by

a soft diint-, company. He had agreed to land at Sabinal for a few

minutes. After a r,vait of an hour or ntore in the hot sun the biplane

came in at about sixty miles per hour. The pilot sat in fuII view looJ<.ing

like a spider in the center of his web of struts that appeared to radiate

fronr him to the rvings. A few weeks later \rv,,id came that this daring

flight ended in disaster when the pilot lost his plane atrd his life on

the shores of the pacific. But thc scl'roo1 children got a partial holiday

and, unreaLizecl b1, them, had caught a glinrpsc cf the futtrre.
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Life in town provided many new experiences. In the first

place the neu, home had running water in the kitchen and a bathroom

(in itself something nerv) furnished with a tin bath tub. Running hot

water was not yet available. The household water Fupp1y came from

a shallcrr,rr bored well about 163 feet deep. This gave a moderate supply

of watei that v/as non:ra1ly raised by a vrind mill. If the wind failed

a hand operated pumP could be used.

About the time the Callcotts reached Sabinal the tonzn council

undertooJ: to extend the citlr water system. The water came from a

deep well that tapped a strong flow of water so George agreed to have

t5e cit1, rvater piped into the house. Ir{arvelous indeed, to have water

travel through pipes for a distance of from two to three miles. The

city water tanl< installed on a hil.l to the'south of town maintained a

fair pressure for that section, but in the flat nortltrvestern part of torn'n

neither the southern nor the northeastern high-level tanks could

maintain pressure through small pipes that corroded quic)<ly and were

perioclically clogged wj.th seclirnent. At frecluent intervals these leaked,

clogged or burst. Even after an emergellcy cre\^/ had located and

remedied the trouble the vsater would l.le red with rust or clay for a day

or so. At such times the wcII in the back yard stood the household in

good stead
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But the domestic supply too had its shortcomings. A

four-inch casing protected a tv'ro-inch vrell pipe. Down the pip:

ran a wooden rod in sixteen to twenty-foot sections. Attached to

each enci of the sections were metal fixtures by which one section ,*u.. l.)

screwed into the next. At the bottom of the 163-foot rod were a

series of leather washers which worked somewhat on the principJ.e

,""'-.--
of a piston in an automobile engine. tlfiren the washers wore thin, ,.--::_:__:'_ _" _ _ __ ;'t\---- _ ____ir
like piston rings, the1, would allow the water to leak past them . ' ),IJ..l\tg }JtPLL,,rr tl,ll:rs, srrvJ - 5-- 

I/
If this happened the water could not be raised above the lerrel of th9./

r.,-+n, *=xIa l\T.'rr-,allrz fhp rrindnrill crr lratrd Dumu raised the rodwater table.j Normally the windnill or hand pump raised the rod

about s;l to eight inches at a time. At the top of the stroke a valve

at the bottom of the pipe closed to support the columll of water. Then

the rod plungecl bacl< dov,,n, with the rvashers collapsed against the

rod, to raise tfue column still hig]rer w]rile the bottom again filled up.

Once the v,,ater had been raised to the top of the weII each additional

stro]<e caused it to spurt out into a buc]let or receptacle for use.

i t'. 5; .r q l-r ;i C: ..i s C-

When th6 valve-or jt'ashcrs began-to-lea]: the renredy was

simple in theory, though arduous in application. George and the

boys, w-ith the fielp of a man from the farm if possible, would "puII"

the rod. Detachecl from the vrrindmill and pump it could be raised by

a pulle), if ope was available, othenvise the job had to be done by

hand. As soon as a full length of the rod was clcarly allove ground

it u,as unscrewed from the lorver sections and laid on one side. This



-2-i 5-

was repeat ed untit the recalcitrant valve or \vasher was revealeC -

The damaged parts were replaced and the rod reassembleci,

il ;i c) ( 
'>;d 

e rn t: A 
'i' at tt

section by section,.in the well . This in itself dernanded more care

^than pulling the rod in the first place. For one thing it was necessary

to be very sure that each joint of the rod was securely fastened to

the next. For another thing it was easy to let the rod slip or-rt of

the workers'wet hands - and they were alwal's *.1 when working at

this job. If that happened the wayward piece of the jointed rod

smashed down to the bottom of the rvell Even if nothing lvas broken

in the process there ensued the job of "fishing" for the lost pieces.

To get a grip on a one-inch rod from fifty to one hundred or more feet

belorv the surface when the pipe in lvhich it operated was only tlvo

inches in cliameter was an operation that involved both skill and

plain good lucJ<. If aII efforts failed the only recourse was to pull

the pipe itself . This required a block and tack'Ie for 150 feet of 2"

pipe weighed a fevv thousand pounds .

The wells on the farms were deeper than the ore in tovun,

one of them being over 300'. Ilerbert's diary remarJ<s that ou

February Zl , 1.912 he helped his father and two Mexicans pull the

rod of one of the farm rnrells "as some children had put gravcl in it. "

A month later he states that ire again "helped Father with wel] - "

Unable to get tlre roc] out the1, had ,,to puII the pipe as Someone had

put some pieces of vrire in it. " This dry rern:r];. must have suppressed
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the ar)t*'! rc::r I -''f "tJio\ 
r"'1- c'<r..sr r^ A' s

tmty=pi c turesiu.e feelirg sa'nd-h eav i{}'-c e n s ore d € ny-{l orln al u s e of

the English language in view of the sheer hard labor thus laconicalll'

recorded. Just what mischievous brats were involved is unknown but

certainl), the adult tehants, whose water suppll, was involved, could

be relied upon to protect the wells to the'best of their ability'.

The lack of inside water closets w-as taken for granted, for

only half a dozen families in town had them. In fact in 1912 a rather

wealthy rancher built a fine new home in sabinal. Rumor had it that

aII nnodern facilities were being installed so the ladies rusheci to

pay their respects to the ne\ Tcomers iu their llew home ju-s.L at the

first prope'r' monrent. \\rhroIIy urr,.nown to the rest of the Callcott

family \,vas the embarrassment brought to its youngest memher as a

result of all this. At the tinre he was working at a local store on

saturclays. one day the stylishly dressed new housewife came in

and modestly asked for the proprietor. whe'told that he was out she

hesitantty asked the young cler]: if they sold toilet paper' He had

never heard of sucS a product. The reason was simple. FIis experience

had been lirnited to the use of out of date copies of the san Antonio

Express or of last year,s Montgomery ward and company's catalogue.

when his puzzlcment was quite oL.,vious the lady stated: 'lvcll, if

you don,t knor,v what it is, you eviclently do not have any ' " She was

right.
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George also had a telephone installed. Of course San

Marcos had had a telephone system and shortly before the family

rnoved to Sabinal a line was e>itended to serve Staples and one or

two families at Long Branch. For miles the wires were strung along

fence posts at the side of the road. Inevitably, reception varied

from poor to non-existentl In Sabinal, however, the service \Aras

quite good.

The instnrment itself was housed in a small oa]< cabinet

Composed Of tvro vrooden boxeS, eaCh about 2" x 6" x I0", affixed

to a wooden base. This was attached to the wall at some convenient

spot. A mouth piece projected from the front of the contraption, a

receiver hung on one side and a small crank projected from the other.

Winding the crank caIled "central", who was girren the name of the

party to whom one wished to speak - seldom did anyone ever bother

with numbers, that was the job of the operator. Central rang the

desired party over lines each of which served from two to half a dozen

families . Various combinations of long and short rings sttmmoned

the right party. Fortlnryith thc caIIer could hear receivers being

lifted as neighbors who were unoccupied at the moment prepared to

listen in.

StiII other irnproverncnts were appearing. A fer^r years after

George and lv(ary reached Sabinal an arnbitious electric light componlz
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proposed to extend its lines to that part of torr.rn - Throughout the

community there was serious and learned talk of the dangei'of

electrocution and of house fires. George, however, had been entranced

by the electric displays at the world's fair in 1904 and was ready to

give the new proposal a trial. The wires were nrn through the attic

and a drop-cord with a light globe at the end was suspended fror:r the

center of each room. The light globe itself hung about seven feet

. from the floor. After dark, therefore , he who would have light

advanced to what he considered to be the center of the room and waved

his arms around in the air until a hand encountered the drop and

turned the light on. If a breeze was blowing and the globe was weaving

back and forth the hunt became more baffling. A few hardy souls

installed wall switches but these were considered very dangerous 
:

because of t5e necessity of running the wires charged with electricity

through v,rooden walls

WhenthecurrentwasturnedoneachgIobeprovidedan
i

eight or a sixteen candle-power light. This \ ,as developed by a

filiament which started at the top of each globe, swept dorivnward and

performecl a graceful circle without touching itself and then mounted \

upwards once more to the top of the globe to coniplete the electric

circuit. Later tungsten filiaments with a white light were introduced

but for many years all v,rere satisfied r,r,ith the soft recl glow that \A7as !

more or less bright cleper-rding on the amount of current provided at any



-279-

one moment. \rVhen the venturesome fist takers continued alive

and were apparently enjoyirrg unburned houses and the elimination

of sooty and smelly kerosene lamps there was a steady increase of

subscribers for the new luxury . 
.

Another innovation was undertaken when a local contractor

proposed to buiLd sidewalks if he could get all the families living on

one side of a town block to agree to pay for a continuous walk in

front of their properties. The owners of the trvo blocks south of the

callcott house and in the direction of town agreed to do so. George

Iived on the corner of the next block but beyond his place there were

no residences for a considerable distance. As a special favor,

therefore, the sidewalk in front of his house was included in the

contract. It was a proud day when a person could wal]< trvo and a

half blocks on sidewalks . Unfortunately the new installation did

not do too much good when it came to keeping a pedestrian's feet

clean. None of the streets were paved so whenever it rained there

yawned a stretch of mud betvreen the ends of the sidewalks at each

intersection. Even so the rrew and gleaming cement was a status

symbol well worth its cost -


