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VIf I. ESILY Life of-a. CouELlY .

rn the mornlngs i,{ary and the chi}d.ren r{ere up early and aboui

thelr chores by six otclock. Bthel started the l(itchen fire and

coo]<ed the oatrneal, bacon and coffee and set the tabIe. rf I'{ary l"ras

not feering r.rer1 one of the boys s tarted the fire s in the kitchen,

and i, the living room stove if the treather was coIc, then joined

his brotire r to fe e d the s toch and mil-k tho c ohts . l'Ihen bre akf as t

l{as ready George got up anc} the f a:nily ate topqe ther '

For a sweet at brealifast there was sorgl:um molasses so 10ng as

the supply lastecl f rom the preced ing f all ' At a eer t'ain s ta51e it

turned to sugar tirough it coulcl s ti]l be nrade eatable by wariili,g it

up on the kitchen stove. tr^rhen the nora-sses vJas gone home -mad'c pre -

ser\res f illed the gap. As a ma tter of course thcre was but ter bu'''

the clil_rdre' p:"efer,::ed. bacon drippings r esPeclally if the €ircase r''a

col-C and had solidifieC. This had Inore flavor tiran butter ' Home

cu.red. baccn and hant, anci ma;fbe sa'f sage ' vlere on the b111 of fare in
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cold weathe?, though eg8s were li.ke1y to be scarce ' Untll the hens

began to lay in tlie spring a slngle ttrree-:ninute egg was served to

George; the rest did wlthout'

Dinner (Iunch) was another work meal. Teams ue re unhitched '

and Blven a short rest whlle the men ate; then all returned to the

fields. Af ten. the dayr s work and t}re d orrrrlng of c]'ean c].othes ca:ne

supper, foltowed by the honre life of the fanily. Bed tlme for the

.children $ras 9:OO orclock' and an hour later fo:r grown folks' Dur-

lng the efternoons the wonen lrere busy with mendlng, lronlng,

darnlng socks, crochetlng and other household tasks' $s soon: as

supper was over and ttre dishes washed they co:npleted any unfinlshed

JobsandJoinedthefamilycircle.ThlswasthetimeforreadinS,
study anC general fam11y actlvltles for the family'

George had never forgotten hls own lack of forraal educatlon. :

By strenuous efforts he had acquired a fair rnastery of arltrrxetlc

andsorneknor,lledgeofgoometry.HenevermadeanypartS.cularhoad-

uay uith algebra and would comnent thst his use of square root (li]<e

that of many a young student) was shalryr and that he alvrays felt

better when he had multiplied hls ansl{er by ttself to be sure that

hls work was correct ln the finst place. But hts real love was

hi s to:'Y ancl 11 terature '
Thls broadenlng lnterest of the famlly r'ras great)-y alded by the

lntroductlonofth,;RuralFreeDellverysJrstemforUnltedstatesrtalls.
Fon marry years a stRr routo had brought maif fro::r San },Iarcos an<I left

sacks of Lt at country stores such as Zornl tt'o mlles from the callcoit

farm. After tht passage of the n'F'D' act in 1Q01 a carrier placed nal

ln lndivldual far.ne:.st boxes along a 2i mlle stretch of the hi8hway
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on six days each week. George's farm was a long mile from the highway

but the idea of such service was almost too good to be true. As early as

December Ig01 the new route had been established for a letter carrying a

postmark of this date was received addressed to:

Mrs . G. H. Callcott
H1II House
R.F.D. No. I
San Marcos
Texa s .

Here was a rerrolution in country life and thinking ' George at

This arriveQ
once subEcribed for a daily paper, The San Antonio Expresl'

at the farm only one day after publication and took the place of the old

weekly ("weakly,,might have been the better adjective) paper that had

carried only the vaguest reports on national and international affairs '

AIso, iD short order the distribution of l\4qntgonr€ry'Ward and'other'mail

order catalogues rapidly increased' The parcel post system was not to

ma}<eitsappearanceuntillgl2butwithimprovirrgpackageservicebyWe],Is

Fargo Express Conrpany it rvas increasingly easy to order by mail '

when the first runrors of the nevr delivery system reached Long

Branch solne protested they did'ot want their mair scattered arour-rd the

country side. George went to town and asked for information at the post

office. when the iumors \A7ere co,firmed for a route to proceed south of

san Marcos to Zorn and then to circle bacJ: to..n'arcJ to'wn over another road

he u,as satisfied. FIe bought a regulation mail box tirat was for sale at

Iocal harcivrare stores . Each box hacl an officia)Iy approved lock ' The
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rnailman (he was never ca1led a postman) carried a master key that fit

aII locks - a marvel of ingenuity wh.en one key fitted all locks on the

route, but none of the other keys were supposed to open more than the

particular box for which they were made '

Now the family's reading matter increased rapidly both because

of the new service and because more money was available ' Even when

money was scarce George had subscribed for Public opinion and the

Irlustrated London News. The boys were given gift subscriptions to

and Saint Nicho1as. The women had The Vfoman's

,Honre conrpanion and later The Ladies Home Tournal. After 1900 Harpers

and trr" r[g,ti" appeared. But these were the trimmings. The staples of

diet appeared on family birthdays and at christmas. Gifts for each member

of the family regularly included boo]<s, which passed from hand to hand

until Dickens, Thackeroy, scott and ress welr-)<nown authors were

surprisingly familiar to trre children. rn l\4ay 1903 trvelve-year-old Fra,l.'

noted in his diary: ,,self working l/2 day (as it was my birthday) ' PGppJ

& Hfet-b.ilworJling alt day. Papa gave me a pair of cuf linl<'s; Matna a

tablet&suspenders;HerbertabooknamedUncleTonr'sCabin;Ethela

tie & my cards; \Arilfricl a leed pencil as it was my birthdaY 
"'

Georgehimselfseizedeveryopportunitl'toacqui::ethestandard

works of history. plutarcrr,s Lives and the wor]"s of Herodotus, Gibbons,

Rollins, Macauray, Marcus Aurelius, Emerson and especially ]osephr-rs were

his favorites. How he was able to ma]<e such selections can only be explained
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by an evident attention to recommendations he found in such journals as

the Atlantic and Harpers. After the family moved to Sabinal in I90B he

bought a set of the Eleventh edition of the Encvclopedia Britannica. The

print was small and the paper not too good for he econcmized on a cheap

edition but the facts were there and he pored over volume after volunre,

reading article after article simply to "find things out ' "

While George was reading or working at his account books the

chirdren were expected il(f"1rh1";;r:l"t'iu,rk's diary carries repeated :

entries stating that he was studying in the'evenings even though school-

was not in session. on octobet 23, 1902 when he was eleven years of

age he started the school session but had to stop in the early da1r5 o1

April to plant cotton. And v,rhen he was sixteen three months schooling

per year was aII he could get. rnterestingly enough at that later date his

diary stops with the comment, that he was going to continue it in spanisir

though the 1ocal schools gave no instruction in Spanish. Unfortunately

the spanish version is not available. George never felt that formal

education was essential, for he was sure that a young chap ifiould make

his own career if he was capable of p,rsuing it. In Franl<'s case the study

of spanish rvas to culminate after world war I when, after serving as a

young captain of -i.rrfantl-y, he entered columbia univerltt, to become a

graduate student in Romance Languages, Thcre he remained until he retired

. as a futl professor years later at the age of sixty-five'

BedeviLing religious thought of the time were the doctrines of

Darwin. Just hon, Gecrge thought the matter through is not a matter of
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record. In some way he did acquire a set of remarkably firm convictions

based on his respect for the work of scientists of all kinds. From time

to time he expressed his ideas to others along these lines: "I believe

in a God who made the whole earth and who loves aII His peoples ' Each

people has interpreted Him as best it knew' lMho am I to blame anyone

who does the best he can? Neither do I believe the God I worship will

blame him . rt may be my duty to provide other people with an opportunity

i,,ri;\ a7 Crt
to know Lv 1;; thinking so that they wiII have a chance to chanse their

beliefs for something better. But just as I believe that the other person'

should be wirling to accept new truth, I believe that my own religio, and

beliefs should be developing. God has given us brairrs to discover new

truths that our fathers were not able to find or to know. If I expect the

Ilindu or Buddhist to change and accept better and m*e progressive

belief s w5en we offer them to him , so we should stand ready to a ccept'

new t..rth. rvhen it is demonstrated t. us. " IIe sinrply too]< new scientifi.c

theories in his stride '

The doctrine of the transrnigration of souls also interested him

but he dismissecr trre nratter saying trrat such matters were the respollsibility

of the Almighty and out of his hancls auyway ' He did not ignore the icleas

for he read exter:,.,ivel! aIr materials on Tireosophy that he could acquire.

To hinr such ideas were jr.rst another manifestation of sincere men see]<ing

for trltth.

Ata

The Bib1e was

quarter to nine each

brought. Thc eldest

evening inclividual activities stopped '

son at houre read a chaptcr and Georgc
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led a short prayer. This closed the day officially. The younger children

went to bed and the older members of the family returned to their chosen

reading or studY for another hour'

George always appreciated the things of Nature. The reader

wiII recall his description of a Yorkshire daybreak as seen fronr his signal

box on the Great Northern Railroad. After supper on a summer's sunday

evening the family would occasionally sit on the front porch and look at the

brilliantll,6l"urskywithitsmultitudeofstars.Thenamesofthechief

planets, most of the signs of the zodiac and alvrays the location and

significance of the North Star lvere commented on ' At the same time

George would con'lment on the universe as conceived of by the then

up-to-date scientists .

lAlhen spring stoinrs, the turmoil of the approaching ,,blue

whistler", or thunder showers came up he would take small children by

the hand and stand with thern vratchi'g the lightning and tossing storm

clouds . He taught them to recognise vrrrat different cloud formations

actually meant to the farmer. The ragged and torn fragments of tossing

hail clouds were feared but watched as thi*gs of superb beauty. The

rushing clouds that heralded the approach of the migrrty norther and the

towering thunder heads r,vith their summcr showers were closely watched

and evaluated. The child who left the fielcrs to avoid a shorver that clid

not materialize ,rds laughed at with the clear iniplication that he was a

Ioafer; and one trrat failed to tar<e precautions agai,st a shor,r,er that did
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corne was equally laughed at. The &eaded possibility of the blac)<'-funneled

. tornado (not much of a danger in central Texas) was instilled into the

chilciren. All in all, Nature was a friend of incomparable beaut)'vrith

Iightning and thunder as spectacular diapason accompaniments (Yes, the

word ,,criapason,,was used for the fu1l-toned stop on the family organ

carryi.g this name was familiar to the children). As a result the children

grewupappreciatingthebeautiesofastormandwerenotblindlyafraid

of that which vras truly respected '

on saturday nights activities varied. Gheckers, dominoes or

flinch entertainecr some members of the family. George himself enjoyed

chess and loved a game with one of the boys ' This' however' was too

Iong a game for an evening and was usually reseryed for a wet day when farm

work was interrupted.. some saturday nights there was a caII for nrusic.

\Mhile George played the violin he hacr brought from England the farnily

joined his bass and Mary's soprano in crrurch hymns or songs of the day.

In 1903 a ne\^7 feature of family life appeared when' an organ

waSbought.Ethelundertoo}.'tolearntoplaytheinstrumetrtandrode

five miles each week for lessons. of course she used one of those modest but

dangerous nrollstrosj.ties known as side-sadclles. No proper young lady rvould (

be caught astricle an anirnal . Instead they perched on top of the creature

with one knee hooked around a spccially constructed horn on top of the

saddle so that r,oth legs hung down on the reft side of the mount. In ttris \

fashion her sJ<irt c:overecl both Iegs dov,'n to the ankles. With the rider's
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weight on one side of the anirnal there was constant danger that the saddle

would slip sideways and cause the rider to slide to the roadvray. To

prevent this the saddLe girths were tightened until the animal could

scarcely breathe - but the appearance of the rider was reasonabll'

graceful and certainly nrodest so long as she remained topside.

Ethel worked on her organ lessons with consistency, if not with

enthusiasm. In due course she graduated from chords and mere exercises

to the songs used at Sunday School . Frank hgd more'of"a love of music

and learned to play the organ with some proficienc)'though he preferred -

his Father,s violin a.nd secured mail order Iessons to learn to plal' 15"

instrument. He was the only child of the fanrily who shorved a defi'ite

tendency to inherit the musical and artistic talents of the old English family '

wilfrid ,,tooJ<. up,,the organ with enthusiasnr via his sister's lessons that

were passed dovrn to him at second hand' He had no ear for music but

he did have a reasonably good memory and nimble fingers. He quicl<Iy

Iearned a few songs but had scant appreciation of the spirit of the music.

His idea was that speed of execution v'/as synollomous with efficiency

so he )azzed r-rp the nrost respected church h),trrns iu shoc]<ing fashion'

After listening to ore sucS perfornrance George voiced the opinion that

the boy was too 1re-ung to engage in such cor:fining activities as the prac'Lice

of music, and that he rvoulci be healthier if he speut more time in ttre opetl

air.Amusi.calSa]:eerofsorts\vaSabbreviatec.

IncreasinE glimpses of the outsicle world appeared' wor:d was

clistributed at Sun6a1, School and tirrough the children attending the da1' school
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that Long Brar:ch tvas to have a "magic lantern" show - Small pictures

lvere to be reflected through the magic instrument onto a bed sheet

attached across the back of the schoolhouse stage. The man who owned
1: ; 

t-'(.rt r- (, o

the marvelous macrrine would come out from town to show th%. if as many

as fifty tickets could be sold to adults at 10f each, with children to be

admitted at 5f . Any combination of such sales that would provide the

opera.tor $5.00 would insure the perforrnance. The ticket sales bror-rght

gS.60, SO the man got his $5.00, and the school kept the balance'

The whole Callcott family left home and reached the school

house at B:00 p.N4 . The unreasonably late hour for a saturday night was

necessar), because the perforntance could not start until dark and the sun

set late at that tirne of year. lMhen the lights in the room had been

extinguished there appeared before the entranced eyes of children and

adults scenes from the Grand Canyon' big trees of California' amazing

buildi,gs of Ner,r, york city and other marvels. The man who provided

thedisplaybrieflydescribecleachofferinguntilhereachedaclirnaxin

the form of a pretty girl clasping a bouquet of yello\ / roses . For weel<.s

thereafter it was a matter of dispute in the community v'rhetiler this flippant

note \ ras out of keepi'g with an ccrucational and intellectual evening.

on anotl-rer occasion, probably in 1904, the whole family

crowded ir.rto the old hac]< to go to Staples to hear a "Iecture " . This

formjdable terrn \.va s understood to designate sonrething very learncd indeed '

The spea)<er that cvening vgaS Mr ' S ' A' Steele of Nashrrille ' Tennessee '
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He spoke on life and times in the old scuth during the oonfederate

(not ,,Givil ") \Mar. The nine-year-old bo1, 1-steived a Ia sting impres sion

and sixty years later could recall the speaker's drarnatic nanation of

the hardships endured. Evidently lt{r. Steele vras quite an accornplished

Iecturer.I@ofSanMarcosreferredtohimonNovember3,

IBgB saying that his lecture on "Dixie During the \,var" was "the best

thing we have listened to in many a day ' "

About once a month George and Herbert rnade the trip to San

Marcos to attend a meeting of the Masonic lodge. Here was contact

with the outside r,r,orld in a group that was non-denominational and included

Jews in its membership. Mary and Ethe1 joined the Eastern Star to give

them contacts with the society and fashions of the city. Questions of

clress became serious. After two hours of dusty drj.ving the ladies had

to appear in the conpany of, if not in competj.tion r,r,ith, to$'n ladies who

had just driven to the meeting from their homes a few blocks away. Further,

manlr of the torrrrn ladies hacl regular dress makers to help them keep

au courant with the J.atest styles, while the country women had to ma}<e

their own garmeuts .

AlI this was bad enough for the regu).ar meetings, but once

a year came the -t^nual social evening of the society ' George alrvays

looked impressive in his prince Albert coat and striped trousers, but

for the ladies preparations began weeks in advance. on the appointed

afternoon tlre cxpeclition left the farrn at 3:00 P.M. on reaching town Gcorge
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,,went the whole hog ,, and paid fifty cents for a hotel room f or a couple of

hours so that the ladies could wash their hands and faces and change

their dresses. The charge was the more exorbitant since the group also

ate supper in the hotel dining room where the thirty-five cent noon meal

cost fifty cents per person after 5:30 p.M . But the end justified the means '

The ladies felt their evening v\ras a definite success '

FromtimetotimetherewerevaguesuggestionsthatGeorge,
'f e r'' i'f ' 

t'

or George and lr4ary, might ma-t*e-a-visit-back-to the old country ' Mary's

immediate farnily, however, was for the most part in Texas and George was

evidently not too anxiotts to make the trip' Apparently he felt that he

would just not be comfortable there. From tirne to time his brothe:" Frank,

had proposed that he too might migrate to Texas ' This George actively

discouraged. He felt his brother was happy in the old country (though he

had never married) and \ 7as too old to adjust to the Nenr world' Appare't11'

the feeling vras that George and Mary hacl bridged the gap b)'heroic

efforts and could no longer feel conrfortable i* old skeeby - yet they

were hesitant about advising anyone else to take such a chance '

yet the family did obsenre certain oId English custonts ' Hot

Cross buns made their appearance at the proper tinre ' AIso on New Year's

morning the person who first enterecr the house alrvays brought in a sprig

of evergreen leaves as a harbinger of growtir ' ellergy and prosperity in

the New Year '
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In 1904 reports spread of the maryels of science and beautl'

disprayed at t}:e World,s Fair then being held in st. Louis. The railroads

were offering special round-trip rates so Mary and other Long Branch

f,lrar
women insisted their husbands make the trip. The result waTbout the

end of september four men left on the day coaches of a through train for

j"r-r)-.€11
the thousand mile trip.trrLt took thirty-six hours. After four days at the'

Fair theY got home a week later '

Whatever the cause George developed a case of chills 
,and

fever (malaria) while at the Fair. possibly the chang.e of climate had

something to do with the development of the ailment but he showed no

signsofitbeforehelefthomeorafterhegotback.Theailmentwasso

weII known, hovrever, that it was not too alarming and a minimum of time

was Iost. George,s letters from the Fair and his later conversation shoi'r'ed

that the exhibits (after his London experiences) made little impression

on him but he was entranced witir the sheer beauty of the colored electric

lights as they flashed in patterns and illuminated gushing fountains '*
J,i:,

These appealed to tha poetic nature so long suppressed by the harsh rearities

of farm life in Texa s '

When George

would never leave home

returned he came bearing gifts and saying that he

again on a pleasure trip without his wife. Each of

*Electricity for routine horne ligirting \/as available in san lr4arcos

but it was worthy of ner,rrspaper comment as late as LBgg r,r'hen d d1'n3n'to was

installed at staples store una gin (!he Leople'sJlg, April 20, IB99) ' Mr'

Malo'e had his t-t:frigeraiion plant and by 1904 The Ifavs count'Tine s

(Januar1, 6) statecr there was a "probability" that an electric railway might

be built from San Marcos to l,uling '



1 \ diamo.,d and rubY dinner ring'

;,$"' ) Ghristmas u,as an annual high water mark for the fa,rily.
' / 

Anticipation began soon after Thanhsgiving r'r'hen lvlary made hertnnual

-zzo-

a.

the two younger boys became the proud possessory' ofrdollar rvatches

that weighecl about a quarter .of a pound fB€'tr. Nov'r Mary had a hurry

job on her hands to instaLl watch pockets in small bo1'5' pants ' Gently '

ever so gently, the new owners walked with half-bent knees so as not

to jolt the precious ne\r'possessions. As a matte, of tu"t those Ingersol

watches were sturdy articles and kept time for many a day '

As part of his idea of family recognition and of proper respect

George took a particular pride in his periodic and at times extravagant

personal gifts to Mary. The first of these were the water color land-

scapes in o1d England. when he sold his cotton for a "dime" a pound for

the first time hc went to the best jewelry store in San Marcos and ordered

a solid gold hunting case watch for Mary's Ghristmas present' On

another occasion when cut glass was aII the style for fine tables and

parlors he came home with a handsome sample of this bcautiful, but

hearry and relativell' lrunile, stuff . On another occasion he gave her a

plum pudding and hung it on the back porch to season and to'uvaft its

aroma aII arouncr. After trrat came fruit cake baJ"i'9. About ten days or

weeJ< before the 25th the greatly anticipated package from Grandmother

in Englancr arrive.J. J$ever opened until christr:ias Day it always had a

card carefully acldresseci to accompany a booJ: or sinrple gift for each
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of the chirdren, A favorite gift was a silk handkerchief rvhich could

easily be shipped and which the children were convinced could never be

equalled in the stores of the United States '

AbouttwodaysbeforechristmasitselfUncleWi}Iiam(oneof

the sons of John lreland by his first marriage) drove up in his peddler's

van . He was an old bachelor who operated a small photograph studio at

Round Rock, some trventy miles north of Austin. But he had an itching

foot and the studio had little patronage for much of the year. He accordingly

roaded up a sma, van and took to the roads through the country selling a

tin pan here, a bit of ribbon there and a package of needles elselv'ere '

He was a favorite with the country housewives for if sales were out of

i '* - -.-,r^ ^.'+ r.im ,n for the niqht h" [,"rii5i\i'-t1
t5e question,-th? some housewife put him up for the night he

founcl a v,ratch or a clock or a sewing machirc that was not working

properly. He usually got them back in operation and left behi*d a frierrd

for the next trip. The farm men might be sornewhat scornful of his way

ofrifebuthekissedthechildrenand,"lT",ll,l",.T,::::*t""'u:onooI'Ie

ever criticised hi,r very mucrr. His arrivafrought christmas dinner

in the form of a ttrrl<ey which he had acQuired in his travcls. It was of course

alive so a pen was kept handy at that time of year where the poor creature

could be given the food and water of which it'was lil<ely to be in sore

need .

0'r''
)Ohti=tmds DaY

before the stoc]:-irrgs were

Glausarrivedingoocltime.Theniglrt

besidc the heating stove in the living room '

Santa

hung
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Restless youngsters awoke early, ran to the 1iving room, seized their

respective stockings and scrambled back in bed. Trembling fingers

unearthed the apple, the orange, a few nuts including the sptendid

English vyalnuts (grown in california but romanticised by their very name)

and also a piece of candy or two . Then down in the toe of the stocking

was found the item of the occasion, specially \ "rapped and tied' It

took the fonn of a Jew's harp or some wholly unexpected item' It was

always small . santa claus could not carry heaw items on a trip when

he had so many children to care for. Family gifts followed at brear"fast.

These \ryere in line with the season and ir:cluded the expected bool: or

\ ^-J r*,.rarac nf h as a tie and a toY '\ two, and articles of clothing suc
\ \
/ In these recreations and incidents of family life George's

( ;c tn"-t' t

attitude torvard hunting and fishing should be noted for tire)':r,vere to be

starnped on all of his children. He was quite a fair shot and could hold

his own with pistol, rifle or shot gun ' The boys ' too' were earl'y tatrght

to handle a gur. Doves and partridges \ivere quite p1e*tifuI and from

time to time George or one of the boys would. go out and bring in a few

birds for a special meal. More often, however' they used a rifle to

fire at a smdll tin can as a target on Saturday afternoons' In fact a

target post to wnich a can coulcl be quickly attacrred stood in the back

yard for Years .

When ask'ed whY he did not

was: 'WeIl., you ]:irornz I am not a very

do nrore hunting George's answer

goocl shot. When I wouud a bird anci
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know that the poor thing is huddling on the ground to starve to death

because.I.have broken its wing and cannot find it to end its mis€ry,

I just don't feel too good.. " He felt that sport at the expense of

innocent animals rvas cruer. If food was needed fish should be caught

in a seine and not dragged around by their mouths to a painful death'

By and large the boys aclopted much the same attitude' though when

Frank volunteered for officers' Training camp in l/Vorld war I he

promptly earned an Expert Rifleman's badge for marksmanship on the

rifle range. The back yard target practice paid off '

At about this time the Methodists in Texas began to operate

a summer encampnrent at Epworth by the sea. This was located on the

beach just a few miles north of Corpus Christi' Texas ' Tents vfere

erected in lorrg ro\Ms and were rented for family occupancy b)' the weeJl '

Religious services were held each morning and afternoon, with outstandirtg

preachers ancl lecturers on the platform. In I905 George and Ir4ary

decided to take a tent for a week '

And the preparations ! Again the ladies had to consider

clothes, but tliis time there were special complications . It was under-

stocd that the teril was only about seventy-five yards from the r,vater's

edge at high tide, atld that surf bathi,g was tarl.eu for granted ' *

inpubIicattitucIcstowar<]vacatiotrsanclrecreaticln
should be notecl- on Aprit 13' 1899 The Pqqplq{-Erg of san Marcos had

bitingly rernarkecl in its "personal" "ol.*t 
that "I,{rs. . . . fiame givail left

the first of the week for her sunlmer sojourn in vr/est Virgiltia. she enjol's

enrriable privilcges . ,, i{ovu church people \,vere indulging thcmselves .
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Uuif,inq suits ? Stores in San Marcos did not

stock such articles..for.,ladies-. To complicate matters it was understood

that it was not advisable to wait to buy them in corpus christi where

the garments were sure to be expensive and where the supply of desirable

styles might be exhausted at any one time ' A sales lady at the leading

dry goods store in san Marcos said that she would have a st ' Louis

house send patterns on special order direct to the customer ' In the

meantime the store wourd seII the cloth needed. Mary and Ethel placed

their orders and in due tirne the flimsies arrived. Meanv'rhile the material

to be used was a problem. It had to be proof against fading both in salt

water and in fresh and also in strong sun light; also it had to retaill

certain qualities when rrrret '

Theupperpartofeachsuitcoveredtheshouldersandfitted

the neck close1y, while the sleeves came dow'trre upper arms about

four inches - a bit risque but acceptable if all others were wearing similar

garments. The lorver garnents, and of course there were trvo of these'

were first, ample blooilers that came clown below the knees ' Then' Iest

these be too revea.Iing when wet a skirt was worn that also came down

to just below the k,ees. George protested vigorously that the bloomers

were deatrr traps . He said they would fill with water and make swimming

impossible. However, deceucy had to be served ' The Iadies u'ore the

rvhore outfits a'd were pleasecr to find trrat they were quite in style ' None

ofthemc]rolvneciandallinsistedtheyhacjararegoodtime.
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'-ftre 't,r, hnnire.j a i1 sl fi'f c'i *::ie fi',-f t' C- e"1a,', Ci1;''-r'ti

Gettingto-the-encampment vras sotn€iltlri$ or an experienbe .

;,ut::ls ir .'ltr..r^?-,f .l -C.., f-i3 1.-r tL+- b-:r'' , [1'''b''tt S'lt'1""''l ..rl ltt"*'t 't '

A.{ortyrnile-journe}*was made by'train from san .lvlarcos torsan Ani,onio -

Ca'r+' frt- tQe -f^'-r-''
After.a wait-;i.-; fLw-hours-another train carried the party an additional

one,hundred and fifty mire? to Gorpus christi.,-Herbert was*to+ake-care

,of-the--farm . He drove the family to torvn Friday afternoon ' After an

ilh.,t'S;,a i

early supper in town, io itself a luxury and ary\experience' the fanrily:'
al n l'r c r'c ri a',. 'i a h't(t (5'*er^'

entrained at about 7:00 P.M. to reach san Antonioz(bout"B:30 ' Next

there was a wearying wait in a noisy station periodically bathed u'ith

coal smol<e. At last, just before midnight the announcement rvas made

that the cars for corpus christi were open and vrould leave in tvrenty

minutes ' The already tired famillz hurried to settle down as best they

could in clay coach seats for the rest of the night'

A large crovd was going down to the encampment so there

were several extra coaches and a heavily increased amount of baggagc

to be handled. lvlidniqht came and passecl' occasional stalts and

jolts simply indicated that nelv cars vrere being added to the already
t'.tLfl-Lg L't

long strjng of coaches ' At about one o'clocll the tr'ip be&an ' Normall'y

the trip tool< six hours but with the extra load of passengers and baggage

.r,,{.'i(*t}' +L^ rih^ ^h.t i+ r^las about 9:00 A.Ivi.
additional delays 'occurred aII along the line and it was about 9:00 A'

/r
before the hungry, tired and dirty crowd reached Epvrorth '' Some Iore-

'i:" ..JJ {}tc r'.\" '' .' i rt'r i"' 'l' : 'i 
'Cc' 'tl'rcs t ef

sighted persons had brought along a midniOn' f"""j tt a hot niglrt 
'='t 

-'^*-l'

a r .: I sirrr /it': .

perspiring bocies ani siaieltooa'-aemandcd tire't car-v'rindov"s remain open'

i 1., (
Unfortunatufl,"oaf smoke and cinders t'o*:1,:.ntou "inglv 

dov'rn the sides

of the train to enter the open and unscreencd windorvs '
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Mary soon had a violent headache. Her regular headache

powders seemed to have no effect. FinaIIy a friend suggested that a

sure remedy was to accompany one of the powders with.a stiff drinl<

of whisky . But whisky on a Methodist train on the wa)' to a \4ethodist

encampmentl At his wits' end George agreed to try the remedy if the

makings could be had. soon a sympathetic train conductor suggested that

the next stop was a junction where the t':iiwould stop twentlz minutes

to change passengers and hanclle baggage ' He added that a saloon that

observed irregular hours was close to the station. George nrade his urdY

somewhat self consciously to the sa100n and bought a pint. The medicine

was administered with fair success, either because of the ingrredients

orbecauSeoftlrecumulativepowerofrepeateddoses.

unfortunately George had been so concerned about his 'uvife

that he had been careress about putti,g the cork back in the bottle.

with trre joggling of the train the bottle had turned sideways in hj's hip

pocket and the alreadl' Ioose cor): h 
jdf ;';fre out ' The arolna spread

through the car. His euestionable purchase had bee^ observed, a.c

now he was reeki,g of the vire stuff . AII other clothing was in suit cases

that had been chec]<ed through to their desti,ation so George hacl to suffer

from the cramnirrgi evide,ce even though he had clerived no inner inspiration

frotn his Purchase'

Afterclayligjrtitbecameevidontthatthetrainwouldbelate

in reaching its ,Jes.i,ation. some of the youltg men of the parLy were
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concerned that they \ rere about to ma)<e their debut at the social center

withaday.s.grov,lthofbeardontheirfaces.Theonlywashbasinwas

at the front end of the car and in fuII view of the travellers. was it

indecent to shave in fuII view of the assorted ladies in the car ? It was

dcaelrc"i
agreed that cl.eanliness was next to godliness; hence denclt erlide,tly

took a lower rank than either' AIso vanity was to be served' Shaviug

mugs and soap appeared and brushes stirred up a lather' Straight razors

were taken out of cases and with legs spread wide to cushion trre body

against the lurching of the unpredictable train the snrains one by one

gallantry attacked the accumulated growth. Most of them were reaso'ably

successful though several bloody blotches of lather and danaged chins

attested to the seriousness of the undertaking. Most of the san Marcos

delegation an-ived clean shaven even though one of their older atrd

beardedmembersappearedtobeaquestionableclraracter.

on arrival George himself went quickly to encampment

headquarters to verify tent assignments and get his wife some rest

andquiet.Attheofficeelrgbrowswereraiseclandonematronwith

frowning *"ri* and rigid bac]< hastily retreated fronr the registration desJ<'

rather tha' serve a character so obviously saturated with whis)<y ' But

finally the arrarileffi€rtts were cotrrpleted '

the limits

exce Il ent

with little

Tire encampment grounds on Norlh Beach were just beyond

of the city of B, 000 people (B 
' 
222 tn 1910) ' Here was alr

strarl.lvgherethedailytidewaSonlya}routeighteerrinches

darrger of an unc]ertoin,. Chilclren could play safely.
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The lecture and preaching programs offered were of high

calibre and frequently ha,C a distinct interdenominational trend that

pleased George. Hunting for sea shells, bathing and boat trips were

easy to arrange. cool<ing for the family was at a minimum for it was

discouraged by the authorities and meals were prorrided at nrodest

rates in large dining ha1ls . Beer joints, dance halls and honky tonl:s

hqd been rigidly excluded from the area, but even so there was llo w'ay

to enjoin the activities of Don cupid who was reported to have doue a

thriving business '

A11 too soon the week came to an end' f'oaded with sea shells'

a somewhat increased sun burn and many new impressions the Long

Branch travellers returned to San Marcos ' There Herbert met them at

{a t(e
the station to *elcom'e thern bacl< to the farm '

oneofthemostpleasantfeaturesofcommunityl.ifewas

the periodic ice cream parties at private honre s ' whenever Herbcrt and

Ethet decidecl it was their turn to entertain thel' first bought special

stationery from torln. Next trre invitatio.s were laboriously written out

:

by hand in strrictly forrnal language: "I\4r ' Herbert and Miss Ethel

CallCott request the honOr of yOur presence''' etc'' etc' " Equal'Iy

forrnal acceptances arrived promptly. Next the house vlas c],eancd

meticulously ancl the front yard trimmed. At the barns two or tirree stalls

l^t <': 
" 

e-

and the smaII corv i6t-r;i aside for horses of those guests who were to
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,,spend the night,,. when young ladies came from distances of from

five to ten miles it was out of the question for th'em to maku.!ff&"turn

,.r''dlfi5f#ililr" escorts after eleven P.M. As a result vouns ladies who

came from a clistance were to stay overnight ' Young swains could be

relied upon to bring them to the party but logistic arrangem€r'rts had

to be macre whereby the buggies of certain ones rvould be left for the

girls to drive home the next morning in groups of two or three ' The

young men were expected to double up in t}:e rest of the rigs to return'

to their homes immediately after the party. ;

There was cake baking galore. The chief problem, however,

was the ice cream itself . Most of the families of the community had

invested in a two-gallon cream freezer (churn) . These mair/elous

contraptions had just recently come into the commu'ity lifc. Now, t\A'o

or three extra freezers were borrowed to supplement the one on hand '

Ear1y on the mor*ing of the appointed day - and pray for good vrreather

in the meantime - one of the boys too]< a good team and a light wagon

or hack to town. He carried al0ng several cotton sacks, dh old quilt

or two, Some surplus newspapers and Some straw ' The trip to town

(" f6 1rr F"

was reasonably slow to save the team. -F.irst the driver did a,y last

minuteshoppinginc}uclirrgthepurchaseoficecreamsalt.I,astofall

he lvent to the ice factory and bought t'wo hvo-hundred pound blocks

of ice. These v,/ere wrapped in the sacks ' quilts and ne\^/Spapers and

then packed in straw. Norv tl:e team was pushed to its lirnit to reach home

6/.r.t i': A* | 't
(!t'rruncler fhe cloudless sl:Y '
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The ice cream itself was the product of modern science.

The mil]< custard had already been prepared ancl was v,'aiting. This

a iru,, c,idilc'* - ! t
was poured into onear-t# #;iii "vri"der 

shaped containerr{ that stood

on its end in a larger cypress bucket. A dasher was centered in the

lfig '/e't'i(r" ^u1'

cylinder with ore end projecting through a detachable }id. This dasher

was activated or turned by a kind of differential joint operated by a
Q1acl rr lY

cran]< at thg side of the churn. Now thTtrandle was slowll, turned

until the ice, which had been crushed and poured into the oue and a

half inch space between the cylinder and the outer bucket, cooled

quickly on coming in contact v'rith salt that was poured over it ' This

process, in turn, chilled the cylinder and its contents. As the crcam began

to freeze turning the handle became difficult. At this point the top \ ,as

opened and the dasher removed. Next the top was replaced, the

dasher hole pluggeci up and tire whole covered with ice to alvait final

use. occasiorrally the drainage hole in the side of the cypress buc]<et

clogged up. Ther: the salt water could not escape but flooded into the

ice cream container. In such a case a two-gallon churn of crean:

was ruined.

At B:00 o'clocl: the youllg couples began to arrivo ' The

hour was sct rather 1ate so that the young nte]] could get home from

the fields and clean up before going for their lady friends (please do

not caII then.r ,,girI" friends). No",u the success of the parl-y dcpended

largely on thc sj<iII and pl:eparations of the I-rostess ' Danciug was
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p l- n4'1 'r,c-;

unthinkable so the hostess had spent long hours in-careful:prepJr.rtion

pi'" schedule of parlor games that varied from Spin-the-Plate to lruit

Basket and post office. rnterspersed were intellectual contests such

as "proverbs. " One member of the group was sent out of the room ' The

rest agreed upon Some well-known proverb whose words were distri-

buted singly to those present in regular order' The person outside was

called in and had the right to ask each person one question. The answer

was required to be pertinent to the question asked but must include

the assigndd word from the proverb selected. A skillful ansvr/er might

use the required lvord so as not to attract attention to it but relativellz

few of the co,testants were able to do this. As soon as the proverb

had been guessecl by the questioner he indicated the persott r'r'hose

answer had given him the clue. Now that person had to leave the

room and trre game continuecl with the selectio* of another proverb.

Popularsongsv/eresung,theicecreamwasserved'andthe

ca]<es eaten. A ferv more games forloived u'ti1 it was obvious that

the boys were beginning to thin): of having to get up early the ncxt

morning. Expressions of appreciation and farewells follcnved lvhile-

the spend-the-nighters rerrlained. once the crowd had left the girls

w5o were staying for the night clonned aprons, cleanecl up tl-re scraps,

and washed the dishes; then retired to giggle for anothcr hour or so

before all was quiet '
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r 
,/ t , - -,.!^-. €^r eanrarnhpr lg . 1907 colnmented thatv ,/ Frank's diary f or September 19 ' 19 0 7 cot

,/
fifteenyoungpeopleofthecommunitygatheredatt}reGeorge

Rylander honre to go on a hay ride to attend a church ice-cream party

atMartindale.ThecrowdlefttheirconveyancesattheRylanders

and crovuded into a hay filled wagon to d'ive seven or eight miles to

trre affair. of course the departure was delayed and the return was

Iater still . The diary laconically remarks that the writer got home

at2:25A.M.Then,afterthreeandahatfhourssleephe..vrentto

riding that old disc Plow '

Evidentlythisaffairhadbeenoneofthosethroughr'r'hich

some group decided to raise money for a crrurch organ, hymn booJ<'s

or some other enterpri.se. * preparations were sirnilar to those for a

private party except that a large number of extra cakes were bal:ed'

Glisteni'g white vrith curlicues of cocoanttt sticl:ing out all over' or

aglossybrorvnchocolate,theSewererrotsimplepoundcal:esthat

Iooked li]<e bread. They were glorious four-deckers '

About two o'cloc]( a crowd of thc young fol)<s assembled

to freeze the c-rcam in churr:s collected from thc community housewives '

*Thiswasprobablysinri.IartotheonereportedinTlrel{avs

@forSepto.n,b::?l].l:1::::jl:rli$*::"jm1c|-r:.i.....,1tlLiounrv rrrrr\' 
: Methoctist Church v,'i11 givc an lce Cream

r""dt "The Ladies of the

supper a.t lr,{ar-tinclr}c, Friclay night, scpt ' 2g' for t}re purpose of hclping

to ,ay for the nc\7 seats in their churc'' Everyllociy i,vit'ed' Everybody

corfle. "
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When farm work was finished and supper over the far,rilies and hay-

riders from neighboring communities began to arrive in buggies,

carriages and \ 7agons. A dish of ice cream and a generous slice of

cake sold at the e>:orbitant price of fifteen cents - but there rvas tire

consolation that it was for a good cause. Hoarded nickles of the

youngsters came out of hiding. If they could make it ten cents they

could get a glass of sickeningly srtreet pinl" Iemonade . Young srT ains

found their lacly friencis and rallied around.

\Mhen the ice crearn had been eaterr there came the clima>i

of the evening. Se\reral of the most impressive and attractirre caJ(€s,

especialll, i1 they were the product of certain glamorous young ladies,

were put up for auction. The young Iadies hearts were in their mouths

dreaclipg t5e social. catastrophe of having their cakes sell for a lor'.'

price. At the same time the minds of ttreir young admirers were more

Iikely to be on their pocl.,et booJ<.s. If a youllg mall failed to buy his
e<]-sill.

best girl,s ca]<e he could not e>lpect to be forgiven lightly. Yet

mischievous pranlisters could be expected to keep trp the competititre

biddir:g uniil ti:e favored one had reached the absolute limit of his

fina,cial resources. A dollar a ca]<e was considered to bc tlie proper

and average price but competi.tive young bucJ:s occas.i.onall)' pushed

the going price of choice offerings up to three, four o,: five times that

sum. The flatt.cred ma],,er could tal;.e pride in her accolnpl.ishnrr:nt until

she had becoi:rc nrerely another married v"onran. Thereaftt:r her produet

vyould har,'e to seII on its merits.
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Another contribution to community life too]< place rvhen George

and Mary and the two olcler children decided to give each other Christrnas

presents in the form of a tennis set. No one in the community had olle

but George understood.that it was a gentleman's gatne. Each of the

four ordered a racket and George bought the balls and net. AII tl'ent

to work to lay off the tennis conrt just to the east of the house. There-

after the young folks of the community were invited to come over on

h,c( t hc'

saturday afternoons for a game. some had tennis shoes, others used

regular shoes for the heels were low and the court was in prinritive

condition anyway. The result was a lot of fun though a Davis Cup

champion miglrt have had his reservatiol'Is .

On occasion sonre cousin or girl friend of Ethel's would come

to the farm for a visit. This would usually last for one or two rt'eeJ:s; ernd

f,t'he! t''Jnt
-f,thel about once a y.u7*ould go to visit one of them for a sirnilar

period. The visitor would arrive with a large trun]< containing special

built-in trays to carl1g the delicate and crushable petticoats, crinol.ines

and organdies, to say nothing of milliner's creatious with ostrich plumes

whose normal v;idth had been doubled or trebled by the tedious process

bt vr b.
of tyi'g extra small shreds of plume tc each originaL pending'bit. Also,

every properllz garbed young lady needed a "merry vvidow " hat the

diameter of girose brinr might cxtencl to a fearsonre 24" to 30 ". And here
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arose a religious issue. A revivalist preaching in the commullity gravely

irritated many of the ladies when his fervor impelled hirn to asll that aII

ladies wearing hats having brims please remove them so that those

occupying back seats could see the preacher. Some dared retort

privately that this constituted indecent exposure in the Lord's house,

ffifu-'the evangelist's temerity was both praised and condemnecl.

Tennis was all very fine for the gro\^rn-ups but the younger

boys preferred Iess genteel sports. A dilapidated water barrel or

flour barrel was levied on for equipment as each boy armed himself with

a stave and sallied forth to the fray. The object was to knock dorvn

the wasp nests that were so plentiful each fall . In retaliation tire wasps

made a straight dive at their tormentors. If they missed their objective

they regularly circled back to the place of the destroyed home to

gather for consultation .

From it t, beginning in which there were few human casualties

the adventurers advanced to real spotl . This was to attac): a bumble-

beeS' neSt. These creatures v'/ere morc canny than wasps ' Once they

Iocated all erlemy they ,ut,ould twist and turn in pursuit of the foe witll

amazing persistence. Either the boy swatted the pursuer or the bumblebee

was almost sure to clainr the victory. In tlre latter case the victj-m was

Iil<ely to rue the day that he initiated the contest. If a btrmblebees'

nest waS cai-.i'ured the ho'ey, which mere parents said was sorIY stuff ,

was }<.norvn to the bo1's to be the finest nectar produced in uature '
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In the summer of 1906 Herbert, then twenty-three years

of age, began to make regular trips each Sunday to San Marcos to

caII on a young lady who worked in one of the leading dry goods stores

of the town. Later she was brought out to visit the family and all

was arranged for the wedding to take place on December 2oth.

Herbert,s entries in his diary give interesting insights

into conditions of the time. Aft; renting from his Father for tl:ree

years he had saved some money. He now rented about one hundred

and eighty acres of land (rs5 in cultivation) and a good four-room

tenant house near the Long Branch community from Mr ' George E '

Rylander. He supplied his own teams, tools, feed and seed to raise

cotton ancr corn, with a third of one and a fourth of the other going to

the land owner. He paicl $r,000 cash for animals, plows and other

tools . Furnittrre was ordered for-.the--B.w-honre'from Montgomery ward

and Gompany. Gifts fronr home and from the neighbors provided

chickens and a hog ready to l-,iII for winter meat. A corv was bought

As i"'r(-lt -1s

for $ZS.gOa"i-ir l/4 cords of mesquite wood for $19'50 thoush he

had to haul it for himself . while he was nut"''n the new place reacly

for his bricre he slept i'the house but tooJ< his meals at a neighbor's

home for $ 10.00 Per month '

l_c
I
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AftertheweddinginSanMarcosontheappointedday

the young coupl.e ieft immediately for their new home in the country'

soon after they arrived the young bloods of the community appeared

in force for an old fashioned chivaree. They nailed one end of lvaxed

strings and wires to the front door. Next tin cans with small holes

in the bottom were strung on the wires and pulled back and forth to

produce weird, screeching noises amplified by the door as a sounding

board. stic]<s hammering on dish pans and other noise making coutrap-

tions and a few raucuous shouts added to the din that was the local

welcome to the ner,t' hom" *uJi"" '

onJanuarygththenervl),wedsreceivedtheirfirstcash

income when Herbert sold butter made by the bride at 20+ per pound,

and a ferr,r clozen eggs at the fine price of.25l per dozenrfor eggs wcre

scarce in mid-winter. In early rr{arch, while work was slack on the

farnr, one of the neighbors decicled to clean his open-air tank of silt'

accumulated over the preceding year or So' Herbert was glad to help

a neighbor and also to acquire a rittle extra cash so he too]<. a good

(zJl';rg 'i1.i r.)
team and ,"ruliu1u'r,h *otf"d on the job for a week at $2'50 per day

for man and team .

a matter

Sic)<ne s s

Unfortunately even prosperous country tife was not simply

of harcl r^ror]< mi>led v,rith occasional pleasant social occasions.

had ,-o be faced. Malarj'a or "chills and fever" \ tras a common
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. scourge that attracted little comment. The treatment was simple.

Frank,s diary records that one day "they were hauling calomel" into

him, and the next that the1, were doing the same with quinine .

In 1905 there was a yellorv fever scare. Local nev'''SpapelS

regularly reported on the epidemic in New Orleans (see The }iavs Cor-rntv

II,qSd and in Seguin (The Sequin Enterprise). By October 4th 400 deaths

were reporled out of 3, I00 cases . Fortunately the epidemic did not

reach Texas but the people reviewed possible remedies and treatments.

The mosquito had already been identified as the carrier but old remedies

were not forgotten. One of these that still enjoyed popttlarih' in some

quarters hacl been reported in The Ltrlinq Sentinel as early as September 5,

IBZB. Under the caption of "How to Prevent YeIIon' Fever" the paper

reported that one Mr. \Marren, surgeon at the arm)' post at Rrenltattt ,

v/e ll
Texas a few years before had protectecl his men slthat very ferv of

tu'l,i ct't-
them contracted the disease ihodgh the rnalady was ranlpant in the

neighboring coltlnrunity. His success was attributed to tl:e daily

administration to each man of a tablespoon full of white mustard seed

in a "drachm or tt,ro" of tt'ltisJ"y.

Even more feared because of its frequent appearance was 
,.

typhoid fever. One of the I. B. Rylander boys contracted a serious

case of i-u. The first bout lasted the regulaticn thrce wee]:s but was

follorvecl by a reLarpse and a second rouncl of tire disease. The young 'l

patie't \A,as delii^ious perj.odicaIJ.l, a,'r6 before loirg the family had begun
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to feel tlre strain of the situation. Thereupon four men of the corrrnunitir

got together. Each night two of them took ,l.rrrr, "sitting up" rvith the

patient - in this way the members of the family and the one professional

nurse could get some rest. George took his place on one of the two-

man teams. He had an early supper at home, then drove to the Rylander

home where his horse was stabled and fed. Then he and his partuer

tooi.''turns throughout the night watching the patient. If the bo1, was

restless both remained on duty the whole tinre. Then the next night

two other men took over. Thus the four alternated. By the end of

about a month of this tfie young man showed signs of improvement.

Before too }ong the situation was reversed. Frank contracted

the disease in lr{ay 1907. 'When the doctor confirmed the nature of

the ai}nent George asi<ed him to bring out a trained nurse from town.

The next clay a young lady appeared in her fine starched white dress

to ta]<e charge of the case, everr to preparing food for the patient.

Once more a relay system of neighbor relief took over. For her

rouncl-t5e-clock responsibility and all-day personal service the

young nurse got $3 .00 per day. Fortunately the case proceeded in

regular fashion rt,jth a single cycle of infection only.

I.r c: tl A !r1 f-: - iJ i'r'r 
"(, 

J
The epidemic wai:euitE widespread and soon word calne that

Herbert \^ras sic]:. He had married six nronths before and his young

v,rife was pregrld1t. Frank, just out of bed himself, tool< charge of

Herbert,s farnr but the chief lr4exican worker on the prlace lvas afraid
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of the fever anci soon found an e>tcuse to leave. To make matters

worse spring plowing and cotton chopping were at that stage where
4* stcr-r ;r-s

neglect would seriously damage the young crop. About-Jhe-s'econd-

vl-ee]:--rnrhez'r the diagnosis of the disease was definite one of the mernbers

of the Long Branch Sunday School mentioned the situation. Promptl1,

each of the nten agreed to give a day's work. One young man had

recently been sick himself and was not present when the plans were

made so the group agreed to salz nothing to hin.. The young wife \^ras

notified of the plans but rvas positivelf iuformed that the workers

would not eat a bite of food, though they would appreciate a cup of

hot coffee at mid day.

On the agreed upon morning wagons began to reach the

farmyard at daybreal<. Each was pulled by a team and carried a plow

or cultivator. TWo very practical housewives calne along and brought

food for clinner for the worJ<ers. But this was no social occasion. They

cool<ed the coffee in the kitchen but strictly stayed out of the house

otherwise. Food was served on the gallery as the merl came and

went quietly . The young man who had been deliberately left out of

the planning vras there with the rest for he had heard of the arrange-

ments and refused to stay away . One neighbor, the Flemings, sent

three cultivators with as many drivers and teanrsi George Rylandor

tc.a ,t, .
and the \Matsons selt *r?,uuch and at least five others sent olle or two
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men to plow, hoe cotton, or do other work for fronr one to three days

aS needed. The crop was saved and Herbert's farm dian' shorn's that

he harvested forty-four bales of cotton from 140 acres planted' In

adctition sjxteen acres of corn yielded thirty bustrels to the acre and

four acres of cane (sorghum) gave him a "good" crop.

Horses were not very good for plowing in that clima te .

As a result most Texas farms kept only two or three for riding and

for use in caniages and buggies. The mustang or Spanish pon)' \rroS

entirely too light and too temperamental for work on the farm ' He

wanted action and would tear himself to pieces nervously tyhen

employed in slow and heavy farm rvork. The favorecl animals for rfltli' 7

wor)< were mules. Oclcll)'/ enough with all his experimenting George

was never interestecl in raising farnr animals (chickens w-ere different) '

He clict not have enough cows to justify owning a buII - also his

early experiellces with range buIIs had not endeared those animals

to him. When a cow was dry he secured the services of some nejghbor's

*
animal.Eachspringhewouldbuyacoupleofsmallpigstoraise

*A scnrewhat typical aclvertisement of the day atternpts a

touch of frorrtiot' humor:

"Chief Geronimo

UC
\M. P. B.
B 4 U
R 2 Late

He has the noted Trotting and All-Purpose stallion.
A fine Jac)< ancl the Company Jers ey fluyL. AII v'rill
make the season at Fair Grounds. Pay vrheii Product

--W. P. Brittain
-- T1.r. C,-.'rri'. Tl:r'f 6"^1-r^ir''' Jrlrrn 7 I qf)l

COII]C S .
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for meat, and vrhen another horse or mule was needed he sought out

a horse trader.

In Ig07 George bought an extra fine pair of mules, big

fellows that were excellent for use in a wagon or in the fields. For

these he paid $ tOO each. In addition he needed several good sturdy

work animals. periodically a mule trader came through the country

bringing in animals from Missouri. He was knov,rn to handle reliable

mules and tg be as honest as horse traders were ever expected to be.

Just when George was interested word came that the trader was

making his annual trip with a lot of young mules, rather on the

small side, but aclvertised as "broken, " i.€.1 accustomed to harness.

George teft word in torvn that when the trader made his appearance

he w-anted to see him. Evidently the message lvas delivered for in a

wee]< or two a letter arrived from the man himself . He stated that he

wouldcomebythefarmonacert,aindate.

When the trader arrived he brought about a dozen young

mules, ds v*eII as various older animals that he had taken in trade

on previous deals and which he disposed of to Mexican wor]<ers who

woulcl pay s,ral} sums for them, The proposal was for the trader to

ta]<e trvo of George,s mules that \ rere too old for heavy work and to

seII hinr six young ones . These were vigorous animaLs tliat had

never worked and \^/ere not too accustomcd to being handled- The

Mexican reni-,-:rs \Arere to use the animals jn the field so they vrere
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as rnuch interested in the proceedings as George hinrself . in fact,

two of the renters were each allovvecl to picl: out a pair of the young

mules with which they woulci lilce to lvor]<. After half a day of

Strenuous consideration and barEaining the deal \^?as struck ' The

trader was to take the two old animals and was to receive $ 60.00 each

for the six Young ones.

But no money changed hands at this point. Instead the

young animals were placed in George's barns until the follo''wing
i h ,c ..,3e1,.i 77.1lti^f, , ;..,11

morning. rf at tltat=time George was stilt satisfieclr,,the money rdould

be paid; if not there woulcl be no sale. The reasou for the precaution

was that professional hor'se traders were known to be l<novvledgeable

$h c vJe i^c
chaps not above the administration of ceftain typqs of inspi:-atj,on to'n
an animal to give him a false appearance of vigor and enthusiasm.

The effects of tlrese drugs couJ.d be e>lpected to rn'ear off overr:igJht

so farmers regularly kept purchasecl animals in ttreir oi Tn ba-rus fol' fronl h,trelve

to twenbr-four hours before mal<ing any payment. 'In this case tlte

young anirnals seerned to retain all their skittishness and n'Ieanness

so the deal rvent through .

In igOT the inflow of Gennans into the courrtryside froin

Seguin and Nerv Braunfels left thc CaLlcott farnr isolated. The ncarest

English s1:reaki,g neighbors were i, the l,ong Branch commLrnity three

miles to the rrcrth. The olcl restlessness of the frotrtiersrnen in response

to crorvclecl con-rnrunitics r1o'.\, reasserted itself as reports circu-lilccl of
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virgin opportunities in new parts. Ranches in East Texas were being

broken up into farms where the bonanza rice \ryas holding out promises

of wealth to new settlers. One or two of the Long Branch families

answerecl the call oi this siren.

More attractive to others were the reports of the breai;.ing

up of ranches toward the south and in the l(ingsrrille area. This was

A ls"
becoming cotton land. *hen west of San Antonio there was another

and even newer movement. In that land where over the years there

[1arel,f chur'311-,
had b;;; "Ju"j;aitfatt 

even to support ranching there now carne a

series of vrret seasons. A few farmers had planted cotton and found

that excellent crops r^7ere made on the surprisingly fertile soil that

required very little grubbing. This rrev situation should have provided

a warningrfor the scanty mesquite growth was mute testimony to the

fact that there had not been enoLlgh moisturc to support larger trees.

Of four Rylander families at Long Branch three decided to leave for

itt "t'r!new la,ds, ancl another kept thenfarm but ntoved to Sau ir4arcos to

live. The arrangements \vere easily maderfor the thrifty Germau

settlers stood ready to buy the farms at good prices '

It should be remembered that Long Branch fol]" were of

frontier stock. The \Arouten did not ttiinl" in terms of places where

doctors and dentists wet c available - and such things as hospitals

v/ere only resorted to for extrene surgical cases. These womcn were

still ready to facc nev,r conditiolrs as tlieir mothers hacl done. They
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expected to become pregnant every year, of at leas'L every f''vo years '

Their families were large and births more than made up for high death

rates. True, malaria wore them dovrn and few reached old age.

However, the few who did last to the age of antibiotics and modern

medicine were then able to defy Father Tinie for a remarkable perioC.

A case in point was Mrs. George Ry1ander. Her first husband died

Ieaving her with two children. George Rylander's wife also died

leaving him vrith two children. The two then married and produced

seven more children. In the meantime they became restless at Long

Branch and moved to Blanco, north of San Marcos. Not Ii)<,ing the place

they morred again to Sabinal and still later to the area south of

San Antonio. In the IgS0's the old lady celebrated her I00th birthday .

Her childi-en had a special luncheon for her, then took her thirtlz-1ir"

miles to San Antonio for a second family gathering. Getting hotne late

on the summer's night a granddaughter-in-Iaw sLtggested that the old

lady must be tired and r,rrould probably like to go to bed promptly.

,,YeS, t'*us the answer, "I am a bit tired and rn'ill go to bed as soon

as I have watered mY garden. "

Herbei:t becanre interested in the Sabinal district which was

located about sixty-f i.ve miles \ rest of San Antonj-o. George was not

at aII sure of the rt,isdom of the move and for hiniself longed for tire

idealized stability of the old British Empire. His reading indicated
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that there v/as a great development in r'rrestern Canada in the

provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta. Inquiries brought gloiving

reports frorn real estate companies that were advertisi,g for imniigrants

from the united states who would go north to make fortunes in

Ganadian r,rrheat. The advertisements insisted that newly developed

early maturing varieties of grain promised high yields on lands that

were still ridiculouslY cheaP '

Theproblemoffacinganewfrontierdj.dnotfazeamal.I

who had migrated to Texas from Old England in 1BB6' Realistically

aAt't"tt't"^\ ^-r^s6 ^nA rr 
i 

" 
t)tu- l'lc '*' 

( i""tl

he fett ttrat ihere might be some disorders and reckless characters/'\

but he relied on the prestige of the old Empire and.of'the Northwest

Mountdcl Pol.ice to hold things in line' Mary w-as not enthusiastic

about that cold crimate but she too felt a longing for the ord idr:alized

society rvhose virtues might be recaptured in canada. Not o*Iy that

but srre came from a country where a man was the head of his household,

and now for tr,venty years more she had lived iu a man's world in

Texas . She would go where George thought besl-. This undercurent

of love for the otd country inevitably carried over to tire chirdren.

Even the youngest, when he was a child of five years of age vfas; asked

by a relative stranger who he v;as, answered: "t'se a little Englishrlan. "

It was decicled that canada would bc the ncxt stop ' First

of course the farm in Guaclalupe county had to be sold' one of the

prosi)erous Gerrnall neighbors agreed to buy the land so George at the
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age of fifty made his plans to go north to Ghicago and then on to

Nut, t lr* tr;ts
Ganada to find a nelv home. 'He-then=planned to return, collect

his family and rnake the long trek. At this point came an unexpected

snag. Sadly one morning just before George was to learre on his triP

the would-be purchaser came to the house to.say that he could not

go through with the deal. He had been to San Marcos to make the

final anrangements only to be told that the bank could not let him

have the money as tentatively promised. He was a substantial

citizen and kner,v his credit r,r'as good sc he had,hastened to Seguin

and to IrTerv Braunfels only to receive sj.milar answers . The trouble

was the "Roosevelt Panic", as the depression of I907 rvas called

in some parts . For the time being credit vras so restricted that the

banks were delalring all new loans, regardless of the credit of the

pctential borro'A7er s .

Herbert hacl alreadl, nrade nrost of ]ij.s arrangetrrents for 
,

the niorre to Sabinal but he had an immediate need for cash for a

payment of $S00 he was clue to nrake. Even with George's security

the banks coulcl not do anything. George then tt'ent to a Gerrnan

friend who, otr George's personal security loaned the morrey. IIe
Ccrt'[:,'tli:r"trg.

\ ras v,rell knc-r,n to have littlerirr banJ<s so his money was not there.

If a neighbor Vrds trustnrorthy and in need his resenres made their

appearaltce fronr sources uu]<nown '

By the encl of the year contintred reports from the country

around Sabinal ancl Uvalde inclicated tl:at this cheap lanc] \7as realll'
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good for cotton planting. The money panic had passed anci credit

was again available.. Another factor arose in connection rn,ith the

two younger boys . Frank had reached the poini where he could get

no further instruction at long Branch and \Milfrid \A'as approaching

the same stage. Family after family was leaving the cotnntunitlz.

Herbert was enthusiastic about his nerv home at Sabinal where he

had bought 238 acres of land at $ 35 . 00 per acre even though it lvas

only three miles from town. Approximately half of his purchase \^'as

in cultivation and the other half was in scrub mesquite. \Arith a

gocd reputation of his own Herbert soon bade fair to become a sub-

stantial citizen of the new community .

George and Mary went to visit Sabinal in April, 1908 and

decidect to move there insteacl of to far away ancl cotnpletely un]<norvtr

Ganada.

Nearly all of the Guadalupe County farm was in cultivation

and could be e>lpected to yield..of a third of a bale of cotton to the

acre, with no fertilizer experrse. If tiris was sold at nine cents per

pound the gross incon)e woulci amount to $ 2, 500 to $3, 000 per year.

Much of the household food viras raised on tlte farnt, and occasiorral

sales of corn. kaffir corn and cirickens prcvided a reasonal'rl1, safe

average cash income (nei) of $ I, 500 per ycar.

With his pepchant for figurir-rg George decj.ded l.hat he arrd

Mary cotrlcl live comfortakrll, J.f they hacl a gual:antced incotne of $ I, 000
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per year. certainly if it had not been for the scirool situation and

the brea]:-up of the Long Branch community thel' n'ould have been

reluctant to leave the home they had established and which was

obviousll' ProsPering'

once more it appeared that two neighbors , Paul and

wilhelm Henk, would buy the farm.* This time they had no tronble

making arTangements at the bank. The price agreed upon for the farm

including the house ancl barns but not the equipnnent or live stock

was $65.00 per acre. The brothers paid $4,500 in cash and tlre

t r, te r >" I ''< t-r t'z
balance in annual payment; ternrittating in December 1911' The new

eight-rocm house of which the family was so proud r'r'as cut ttp into

.s(?({-, " ''tsthree pieces.to provicle small tenant houses ' The future columbia

university la,guage professor v'rrote i' his diary for February 4 ' 1908:

,,Father & Mother ttrent to Seguin to fix up the papers about the farm '

to-day tire farm is Messrs Pattl and Wilhelm FIan]< fier'{ and not

G. H. Callcott's"'

Here was tle epd of a chapter. For the last fevrr years

George and MaD, hacl adjusted trrenrselves to something of the status

ofcountrygentryasenjolzgdintireol(lGountry.Andtheprospects

for the futurc,..^/ere good. Recurring "bad" years could be expectecl

butimproven]entshaclbeenn.rarrifoldirrthelaStdecade.Nowthe

iDeed Recorci BooJ': No. 3I, p. 49 for Guadalupe county at

seguin Texas sh,.;ivs that PauI I-Ien]< bought B0 acres and his brother

Wilhelm the rernaining LLZ 3B/L00 acres '
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foundationssopainfullylaidoverhventyyearsweredesertedand

oncemoreanewlifer.r,asfacedinanewcommunity.Probably

George and Mary never analyzed the exact reasons for their move '

Later some of the children said that Mary wanted to be near her

first born; others said that both of them wanted better edulrt':i"t
<.c bc

opportunitiesforthetwoyoungerboys;othersthattheywantednnearE

and more congenial neighbors . More ,ikery the correct answer would

beanunkno.wncombinationofallofthesereasons.


