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hatebeen 
possible to salvage some of the cotton from the ground but that

centraL 
Texas black gumbo soil was so water-rogged that no one could get

on the land for at least a rveek after the rains ceased' By that time it was

stitl possible to pick up a few locks of cotton from the ground but the seeds

had already sprouted. AII cotton that had been open in the fields was a

total los s

Amid such events Herbert left home and Frank's diary proudly

Fc, the fi''s t'*l nt' e tlr€-

records a boy becoming a man. It-:reported=t-h-atllf,er,sixteen-year-old took

a two-bale load of cotton to the nr" $,*,=Jul{. k drr* u "four-horse team"'

for:the.{irsttime-onthe-public-+oads. Evidently the roads were reasonably

good so extra sideboards could be added to the wagon to hold the double

load of cotton. The olcrer brother had left home. A ma'r's work had to be

done . It was .

Thus, uttder greatly improvecl circumstances ' with a mixture of

back-sets ancl good times George and Mary began to breathe more easily.

George coulcl dignify his new status by getting up a little later in the

mornings and now could ricle around the farm o, horseback to supervise what

waSgoingoninsteadofhelpingtodoithimself.
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VII. Loqg-EIa@

After 1880 two

cther from GermanYr

connunity develoPed

s chool .

Forerunners of the first group had rn'ace their way west from Llaba:,a

snal i{lssisslppl lnto east Texas as early as the 1B30ts and 1B[0r s' Tirere

they contlnued tl:e llfe of the Old South from whi ch they carn'a ' Tiiey

Lnported lriegro sLaves and began raising cotton' After the civil i{ar

the lmmigration of whltcs to Tcxas Lnereased as the youth of a demoral-

lzed soclety ln the olrler states sought lts fortunes elser'rhere ' Large

nunbors of thi?m settlcd ln east Texas but a fev journeyed as far r':est

as San llarcos and San Antonio' This latter 61roup found tholuselves ln a

radlcally dlffereni soclety from that ln east Texas uhere labcI vras

stilI provtded by the }iegio' trhere the social customs uere those of the

01d Souttr and econonic life still centered on coiton and rice' Those

l{ho reachecl t]-]e Long Branch core:nunl ty met new coudit'ions' Iiere the

-r 6o-

t ype s of n31^rc orre IiS I olle f rorn the old south and the

moved lnto the coulltrlr south of san l'iarcos so that a

around what becalne i<nown as Long Branch church anc



,abor 
supply was lfexican end the econorilc backgrouni at first ]'as that

'of 
i,p oper. range, but rapldly changed to ranchlng Ln competitlor: uith

glo lncoming f arme!'s '

The nelr arrivals fro:n t}'e old southern states stiIl used the con-

tetlr,Lo}aL 
covered lJagon and traveLed ln groups (wagon tralns) to p:'ovide

nutual 
help and for safety. Typlca). lras the family of lirs. Jolles.'I' As

young BlrI ln her teens the mother of the fanily and her younEl groon

Jolned 
8r Texas bound wagon traln. They had a good tea'n of mules but coul

not afford a wagon so they joined forces wlth anoiher young couple r'rho hr

s rtagor- but one poor team onIy. Togetherl wl'th reserve animals, the-v ma

a r,relcorre addltlon to any westvrard bounC outflt. To make roon for sleep

ing in the uagon the young brlders trunk wlth her hoarded hope ches-,, con

taining a table cIoth, a palr of bed sheets, a quilt or tr+o and her extr

clothlng r.ras placcd ln another wa8on. Thus the women folk could sleep

ln the body of ttre wagon whcre they vle:"e safe from snalres, while the

flen slept on the ground beside the camp fire '

In east Texas the traln dlv lded. Part turned northr.rard tor,rard

Da1lar:: . and the rest continued in the dlrectlon of San Antonlo. A fei'r

days Iater" the young bride wante<i sonethln15 out of her trunk. It r.ras

nol.rhe re to be found for lt had evidently been put into a waSon that went

to the norbh. she uas lnconsofable but there was nothinS to do but go

on. Near San Marcos the southern mi8rants broke up thcir train. Then

lt ilas founcl that an extra trunli ln one of the wagons ltas clalmed by

no one. Bvl<lent1y lt hsd in some L'ay been o>:changed for the onc

that had Sorre north. Ihere was no posslble vJay to corrcct the

nistakc for no addl'esses were lrnovrn' By common corrsent the

*'-A f lc ti ti ous nanie {'or a re a1 per soo '
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unclairned trunk was given to the bereaved bride. Hastily opened, it

contained little to replace the lamented bedding. The bottom of the trun)<,

however, looked odd so the young groom pried it loose to find a twenty dollar

gold piece secreted there. The financial foundation for nerv household

supplies was at hand. Some twenty years later, about 1890, the family

which by then included hatf a dozen children had established itself at

y,ong Branch, three miles from the farm acquired by George and \4ary.

, By 1900 Mrs. Jones (her husband had died) was looked upon as

an old wontan though she was probably about forty-five years of age. Report

had it that it-:nas careless use of the common medicine of the day, calotnel,

that had loosened most of her teeth and caused her to lose some of them.

Children watched with poorly suppressed amusement as she attempted to
c,!'i &

bite .Off the ]<eme}s of,:a;.roasting ear. Another of her special attributes was
l,tb) l- ,r'f .i ii'P',t"ii *t/) u-i'J u' hie"l" sjt<-: lta.=l t-":(''':":'.

thenfact. tlrat ai a giri in Alabama.she-had.-acquired'the--habit of -.dipping snuff .

'ft;,. a., ', ,n j\ t i ,.,r.1

It was'6i-never-ending entertainment to rvatch her prepare for her indulgence.

She first selected a hacJ< berry tree r,r,ith some neurly grown twigs about an

eighth of an inch in diameter. The barl:. was pealed off to reveal the soft

wood underneath. Next the end of the twig w'as carcfully chewed (not bitten

through) until the wood was reduced to a small bunch of fibers. Such a tocl,

when the end was moistened with saliva, s'ds reacly for use. A little can

of snuff , carried in a convellient pocket or handbag, \ryas now produced and

opened. The moist fir,,'ig Vrds tv'risted around and arottnd in tlte contents until

the portrdcred tobacco aclhered ir-rto a snrall round ball of aromatic Jtrown stuff .
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This was deftly inserteC betr,rreen the cheek and the lorver gum. As the

saliva began to flow there was need for ladylike expectoration.

On one occasion after attending Sunday School at Long Branch

George's faniily was invited to dinner with the widow's family. For a number

sf years the local merchants, especially the local drug stores, had been

distributing almanacs to their customers . These contained weather forecasts

for the coming year and a mixture of practical information and moral admonitiorts.

Now, however, sonte of the more progressive stores had replaced the old

almanac gifts with brightty colored calendars. One of these occupied a

prominent place in the parlor of the hostess' home. It was dominated by the

face of a pretty gi1.l v,'ith her gaze piously lifted upward. Clasped in her

arms was a bunch of reses. Very noticeable to visitors, hor,vever, was a

piece of white cloth pinned in place betv,reen the girl's face'and the roses.

George asked what the cloth was for. lmmediately came the answer: "That

girl's dress was so 1ow it raras indecent but she looked lil<e such a nice

child that I fixed her up so she would be comfortallle. " The day of bi)"inis

had not cotne to Long Branch.

The good Lady V*ros a great favorite in the community. Visitors

were alvrays lieai-tily welcorne even though her culinary sllill rfi'/as notorj.ously

lirnited. Hard corn pone, turnip greens and fatback were lillely to provide

the meal. By way of e>lplanation tl're good soul. r,t,ould calmly expound her

philosophy: ',\MeIl , -i.f the visitor is a Christian , the food is goocl enough for

him; if he is not, it is too good. "
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The second source of immigrants into central Texas was old \

Germany. This migration, too, had its forerunners before the Civil War'

Most of the early arrivals came by way of Galveston. They had been brought

over by large lancl companies to occupy lands secured around New Braunfels

and Fredericksburg from the Republic of rexas. HaIf a century later these

people and their descendants had become substantial r;itizens. Numbers

of them had become so integrated vrith the English speaking populatiou as

to have modified their names (nhinelander becoming Rylander, etc.) and'iliJi-
g It c! t'i,

had-forgotLen their native language ' *
/\v

These commullities in the 1960's were still very proud of their

Germanic traclitions . For instance, annually Frederic]<'sburg enacts its

Easter pageant. In 1966 a cast of nearly 500 staged the spectacle on the

satr-rrday night before Easter. This celebrated the occasion in lB47 when

the leaciers oI thc German colony were guided to the Indian encampment

by fires lit on neighboring hiLls. . 
The purposie of the meeting was to sign

agreer,ents rn,ith the Indians to permit a permanent white settlernent to be

c,.s't.,;b (,si:q-.1 .

-rnade. When the children of the immigrants were frightened by the fires they

were tolcl that ttre1, ,,were lightecl by the Easter Ra]:bit to cooll eggs in great

cauldrons and color them with the wild flowers the littlc bunny rabbits gathered

in the liills.,, In the Ig60'r!30y.scouts and other orgauizatious kept the oId

*For a hi.storY of ttrese
Hj.story of the Ger:tian Settlenlcnts
Utriversitl' 6't Texas f il-rrarl' '

early arrivals see R. L. Biesc-l-e, "The
in Te>',as, 1831-186I, " Ph.D. I',4ss,it:
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Uadition alive

rabbits to the

as they lighted bonfires and scampered around dressed as

amusement of spectators . (San Antonio Nervs , April B , 19 66 ')

Once the Civil War was over the contacts of these early settlers

with the OId Country induced a healry migration of new families eagerly

seeking homes ir: the golden west. They were attracted by the romance of
fren€t..teA

the new just at the time they sought to flee fronr.lhe^economic and political

hardships of ttre old vyorld. This new migration reached its peak in the r8B0's

and early IBg0,s. some 86,500 Texans of German stock in 1BB0 increased

to over :.,ZS,000 by IBg0 and to !57 ,000 by the end of the centutlz.* The

earlier German settlers had come from an intellectual and culturally refined

class. The nervcomers "were almost altogether of the better peasant stock of

Germ dflY , of le s s ref inement . rt 1" *

New Braunfels and Frederic)<sburg were on the edge of the HilI

Cou,try and had become tl-re center of substantial industries such as flour

milling, Iime burning, beer brewing and the li]le. Their thrifty merchants

served as commodity bro]<ers and engaged in wool and mohair marketing as their

cot,lrrunities grew and prosperecl. The later German settlers traturally gravitated

zis n irasC I

to thes e same communitie sret,-f irst . They , however , were f arrners and quickly

moved out fronr the towns onto the coastal plain south aud east of the Edward's

*Terry G. Jordan, German Seed in Texas Soi]-. Austin, Te>ras, I966.

P. 57.

**fu\.ysrd \4a>< Ir{oe1}ering, "A Historl' of Gttadalupe County, Texas. "

t\4SS in University of Tc>;'as Libi'ary.
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flateau. This movement soon took them into the country between San lr4arcos

and Seguin .

By chance George had acquired his land just at the point where

the nevr settlers from the OId South, expanding from San Marcos and KyIe;

and the Germans from Seguin and New Braunfels met. The Germaus, with

pertinacity and sheer hard work pressed bacll the Otd South settlers'uvho had

a heritage of depencience on slave labor for rough work. Jordan (Ilrig., 169-19I)

guotes one observer as saying: 'When the German stops, he is fully deter-

mined to make things suit him, and immedlately goes to work to that e'd

and acconlplishes it. " Results soon became evident. In 1BB0 the average

German olt,ned farm in West Texas yielded an income of $ 2.46 per acre, br-rt

farnrs o\/ned by southern Anglo-saxons yielded only $2.28 per acre.

Many of the German newcomers had merely enough to get them to

the land of promise.* They had Jcnown little but hard work in the home land

and clid not fear it in the nevs. once they rented a small plot of ground they

confidentll, expected to farnr it successfully, and then to own it shortly.

They had no notions about eigl'rt-hour days or forty-hour weeks; nor had they

heard of restrictions on wornan or child Iabor. \Arhen a "person is oId enough

he does it, ancl v,rhen he does it he is olcl enough" was a simple and all-

sufficient worJ<, creed vrith them '

*m st8l;ih cases there were sons i,rrho werc about to reacl'r the

draft age and who preferred to ta]<e the chance of nrigrating to the New World

rather than face the possibilities of utore Eurc,,Srean wars - the Franco-Prussian

War \vas just over. one of the nevrcomer fanrjlies that settled near thc Callcott

farm tolcl of getting thei:- sixteen-year-old son out of the OId Country by placing

him in a large t.runk apd then "eucouraging " thc border inspector not to examine

that particular trunl<.
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On one occasion George came horne to report that one of the nerv

neighbors had lost one of his oxen at the peak of the plor,r'ing season. The

mdri had spliced a stout pole to the end of the double tree (bar) to v,rhich the

oxen were hitched to puII his plovr. This made one end longer than the other

and provided extra leverage when the center of the double tree was bolted to

the p1ow. Now the young wife and ten-year-old boy were hitched to the long

end of the contraption and the renraining ox to the short end. The plowing

went on.

The women vrorlced beside their men and crops were refused the

right not to gro',^r. Before long an old country institution appeared. A saloon

was opened vrhere beer was sold. AIso arrailable was the Texas favorite,

whis)<y, but ferv of the Germans were much interested in it. This was kept

for ',Americans " \A,ho could occasionally be relied upon to buy some of it at

prices that gave t}:e proprietor a nice profit '

These forthright folk were a source of considerable bafflement to

some of tSeir EngLish s1:eal<ing neighbors. Word spread that one liJ<e1y young

girl was the object of the attentions of a prcrnising lad of the communitl'.

Both farnil.ies were congenial ancl socn were in agreement. Thereupon the

young rrrar-i began to spend the niglit at the home of hj.s fiance. In due titne

it was obrrious that nature was tallit-rg her course though the girl continued

to help her family rnal-.e and gather tlre cotton crop. Whcn this vrzosl done the

vreclrji,g too)< place. A wee]: lal.er the nrothel of thc bride came to see Mary.
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When sornething vras said of the rrrredding the cornplacent ansvrer vr'as: "Yes .

It was just at the right time. AIl the cotton was picl'-ed, and the baby was

born two daYs after the wedding ' "

The newcomers steadily expanded their holdings . By 1906 George

and Mary had German neighbors on the west; two more owned farms on tire

south; another on the east, and across the road that provided the northern

boundary of the farm three German brothers had bought the land. By I907

the nearest English speaking neighbor was three miles away at long Branch

community .

On one occasion one of the neighbors cane through the Calicott

farm on his way to the San Marcos road because his own outlet \^7as to the

south in the direction of Seguin. He was in his wagon so George casually

asked why he was going to town. The answer: "Ir{y old Mother is afraicl

she will die ancl have to be buried in a homo-nrade coffin. I promised her a

store bought coffin but that does not satisfy her. She says she may die

when there is so much work on the farm that no ol'Ie will have time to go to

town to buy a coffin. So to stop her from worrying I told her I would go in

toclay a'cl brilg it home . Then she can look at it and know that it is ready

when she needs it. "

On another occasion a neighbor's wife was expecting a baby. The

family 5ad sent fq)r a nriclrvife so Mary v,rent over to help care for the family

until thc michnrife came. When lr4ary asJ<ed v'ihat she could do to help the

answer was t6at the bablr hacl arrived and been placed under the bed clothes
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p be kept warm near the mother. After a few minutes the ne\ r mother said

she would like Mary to "take up" her bread and put it in the oven, for the

yeast had probably worked enough by that time. Not seeing the bread Mary

hesitantly asked where she could find it. The ansv,/er was that the weather:

wds cool so to warm the bread and let the yeast work properly the bread was

in the bed too. The mother was in the middle, the bread at her back and

the baby in front. AII \^7ere thriving -

Foods as well as customs were different. At Christmas the

Ca1lcott children learned to expect some hard but tasty cookies rvith a

fragrant addition of caraway seeds. In exchange special items \^,ere scnt to ti-re

neighbors on occasion. After making ice cream one summer day about a quart

of the product was carefully packed in a jar and placed in a bucket of salted

ice. Later l\dary asked how the children had liked the ice credm. After a

slight pause the answer \^ras that they found it a little cold but liked it fine

after it had becn li'armed on the stove.

The practical outlool< of these sturdy foll< was every\ 7here evjdent

in their relations ancl contacts. On one occasion George as)<ed about the famil1'

of one of his neig[bors. In returll canre a sirnilar j.nquity. The answer was

qualified for Mar1, hacl just fiacl one of her vio]ent headaches that occasionally

brought on fainting spells . Then came the puzzled but rarholl.y friendJ.y

question: ,Why dc.,n't you let her die? She is sickly aII the tirnc and gives

you puuy little chilclre:n. If she dies you can ntarry a strong )zoung wolnan who

wiII give you solne fine lvor]<ers . "
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Iir spite of the ciiffere:rces in outloo]: a heart).'I'espect grc\(, on

both sides . When word spread that George and I\{ary were thinking of

selling the farm one of the neighbors came to ask George that the line

between the tlvo properties be surveyed. This was the property that had

been sold by John Ireland, partll, to George and partly to the neighbor uamed

August Dreibrod. George asked why they should go to this tror,rble. There

had been no disagreement over the line and to bring a sun/eyor out from toivn

would be expensirre. The answer was prompt: "If you sell your farm the

new owner may be someolle I have trouble with. " "But, " rl/as the rejoinder,

,,it will cost both of us money to get the county surveyor and both of us are

satisfied already. " "Oh, " \A'o,s the response, "I'uvant you to surtrey it. You

have a machrne fi trans{/ that you use to measure Your fields. I trust you.

Anyfiorv, you wj.II drau, a better line than some stranger vrho is li]<ely to make

the line go wlret:e \'/e J<uorv it ought not to be. "

It was finally agreed that George v\Ias to surrrey the line with the

neighbor acco1npanying to agree to each step of the proceeding. Tire fence

was put in and when the farm was sold and the official line establishcd the

fence was accepted as it stood. At the same titne that the southern line was

dra\^.rn ]r4r. DreiJ:rod insisted that he wanted to buy euough lancl along the

west sicle of the farm to gri.,re hira an outlet to the north. This rvould involve

the sale of a couple of acres of land and the briildinq1 of another fence. Aga j.n

Georgc v,,d.s incl.inr:cl to clernur, saying that }iis ncighbor coulcl cirive through

the farm as he hacl been doir-rg for somc years. Tirc response was another
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emphatic negative. He wanted to buy the land and have George survey

it. This would prevent future trouble. So it was alTanged.

In spite of the strangeness of the new land and its customs

these German settlers intended to become citizens in the full sense of

the word. Their children were sent to American schools even though their

accent was queer and their knowledge of English limited; and in spite of

the fact that it meant weaning them a#ay from their parents' culture . The

old virtues of self-reliance and hard work were never forgotten and when

thelz became eligible to take their new oath of allegiance it was no empty

form. The rolls of the United States armed forces in two world wars bear

ample evidence that the names Ninritz and Eisenhower were not isolated

exceptiol'rs. Both at this time and later at Sabinal George and Mary

encountered this fact . In Sabinal , indeed, one of the town's leading

citizens during \Arorld War I could count his nephews in the German ar*ry

knovring that his owr: sons were facing them (and one of his boys was

killed in the process) on the Western Front in France.

As new settlers moved ilpublic roa ds becarne increasingll,

important. In that black, sticky soil traveled roads became quagmires

in wet weather and ,h,54. holes developed at the bottoms of hills vrhere

water crossea .t6'e hishweaf tjr^ll; jut,r"rrs. wer€:found:on those-counrryn
roads. Road makinq machinery sucl: as po\ver-driven shovels and graders

were in the future. fnstead there rvas an official obligation t}'rat annual.ly
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farm ov,,rrers ;onEibute labor for road repairs in propoition to the land

orvned. If a man was unable to work personally he was to send a sub-

stitute or pay for one. Usually each man gave from one to three days'

work (in emergencies the time might be extended) with simple tools and

teams. The tools might be a shovel, a hoe, a grubbing hoe and a drag

pan (scraPer) to be pulled by his team. In case his farm was Iarqe the

requirements were increased. The time for the lvork ' except in case of

emcrgencies. was usually set by the road overseer for the end of JuIy or
" -)J*^-r', 

- a "Jr.,t se.:is.''! n '' the f,rr^rss "ral i'.5{
the early part of 'August. fl:is.wa1'lst:-befbre-ootton picking-at' a slack- season

Hj;:r.,';'i*,i.i;';f ri"{#'il"*'n"",r"s was to besin. r-ater this annual

chore was replaced by payment of a road tax to enable county authorities to

do the worl: with road repairing equipment '

About the time that George and Mary moved to Rattlesnake HitI

other English speaking settlers were moving through east Texas to San Marcos

and radiating outward from there into the country. The crossroads store at

Redwoocl was a kind of outpost from san Marcos, ds Zorn had become an

outpost from German Nelv Braunfels . The Rylanders, the Garys, the watsons '

the Li.gons and others estabtished a community of scattered farnis. soon

there appeared a Methodist circuit rider and arrangements were made for him

to visit Long Branch once a month for preaching. on the remai'ing sundays

there wc-rs sunday school . A slrlall church builcu-;rg was constructed about

1885, ancl across tfie road a otle-room school house was built '
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Soon after George and Mary moved to their modest cabin in lBBB

one Sunday afternoon Mr. and Mrs. I. B. Rylander drove four dusty miles

over dirt roacls to welcome them and to invite them to join the local church '

The Rylanders v/ere among the most substantial farmers of the district and

lived in a fine two-story painted house reminiscent of the old south. They

represented trre /tite of the cominunity and their welcome \Aras greatly appre-

ciated. The invitation was quickly accepted. In the Old Gountry George

had attended either the wesleyan or the congregational church and Maql

had belongecl to the church of England so both readily adjusted to the lrziethocij:

organization lvith its denrands for puritanical living . No dancing, Do drinking,

no card playing: the prohibitions were absolute and specific . George's

h)'"'
London experiences and his fanrill' ltutning gtsv€zrd syrnpathetic understanding

a

of such doctrines . 
(

i1 (:''''' --.-t^ ^-^r 1---rr&
whei-r trr{Cenlrar1 settlers carne-into the country side-and built

a dancc haII acljacent to the saloon at Zorn both saloon and ha11 \ 'el e rouuclll'

conclemned by the Methoclists as agerlts of the devil and sources of immorali-ty

and corruption. The cr.rltural va.lue of the German song fests aird social
/..1,,,'.(

vt' r1S

dances \rerc-rtrholly lost on the neigh)>oring comlnunity. /[Otut the 1'ears

prohibition became a bitter issr-re in Texas politics. In general San Marcos

was ,,dry,, and Seguin was "\ /et. " Vrrhen Carrie Nation ir-r 190I tool< her

campaign to Te>ras a cro-wcl of pran)<sters in seguin hact one of thcir number

clon a clress and irnpersonate ttre crusacier. Thc imposter arrived at the depoi:,

rode arotr,cr tor,trn baIefully, shal:ing her h,vo hatchets at saloons and finally
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entered one of them to wreck the place. There "she" \Aras arrested and

carried to the calabopse. "Never was there such a crowd, such excitement'

until the public was on to the joke. AII the saloon men have not yet

recovered." Thus said The Sequin Enterprise on December 13, 190I'

Ghess was a gentleman's game but only George and his boys

were interested in it. For the l,ong Branch community checkers an'c dominoes

were somewhat hesitantly accepted as border-line indulgencies suitable

for children, but to be watched carefully Ie;t lh"y too become the agents
'Y- 

?tiur1',,"3 q;rr'ds t'''c''(1 -"l'-l17 cr:[2c'o'

of the devil.f CuSrge and some of the otfier men, however, insisted that

they were a harmless diversion. In fact George was wont to remark from

time to time that he had some difficutty deciding why spots on pieces of

wood (dominoes) were harmless, while spots on pieces of cardboard were

sinful . In the meantime he went along with the comnrunity and did not

make an issue of the matter'
6'f :r l ( i;i ^i-' i'/c\ s i' [l"t i''rr 5'c

' GambiinOnwas:whol1y condemned. lMhen boys played marbles

for ,,keeps,, that was "sin.'" In view of the cheap chal}: marl:Ies that were

to be had at 5f for twenty it might be a nrinor matter, but to lose one's

,,taw,, (shooting marble) that frequently was a treasured agate costing 5f

or even I0 g , and only bought after labored considr:ration, was serious

indeed. In any case the principre invorrrecr gambli,g and was "sin. "

The vigorous and sincere sermot'Is had a generous supply of

heII-fire and brirnstone v,rith total damnation for tire sinful as a matter of

course. No work was to be done on the sabbath. I.To wooc was to be chopped
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ancl of -course no recreation was to be indulged in ' That meant no boy

could throw or calch a baseball . Again George was inclined to comment

ironicarly on the fact that there should be no work on the sabbath yet

on those same days the women folk were more or less expectecl to stay

ai,ay from church so as to coo]<. for expected friends and the preacher'

Thgse same activities conducted by the same women during the week might

be work, oil Sunday they had somehow become sanctified for while the Lord

had commended Mary's "better part" he had not condemned Martha '

The preacher lived about seven or eight miles away and once a

month came to the Long Branch communitl, on Saturday evening (afternoon)

to spend the night jn the home of some member of the local church. After

preaching the next morning he would drive home after a good dinner with

sonle other parishioner. He was a worthy descendant of the froutier circuit

rider:s of the early part of the century. one was a Gonfederate war veteran

who had never learned to refer to his ex-enemies by any other term than

the single word "damnyankees. " After a good supper on a saturda)/ night

he would regale his hearers vrith tales of the \A'ar days rvhich one suspects

had }ost litt}e of either glamor or blood Irom thc passage of time'

About Ig04 or 1905 the General Conference of the Methodist Church

(which met at four-year intervals) r,vas reported to have recolnmendecl that au

order of worship be followed by all member chulches at the regular Sundal'

morning services . Thj s was to repJ.ace the old :pontaneous and irregular

procedure that might result in l-ralf a dozen sorlgs, a prayer or two at haphazard

I
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intervals, and other activities that the preacher suggested on the spur of

the moment. Instead, it w-as advised that invoCation, songs ' prayers and

serrnon follorn, each other at specified intervals. The discussion quic]<'ly

beCame aCrinrOnious. This was "rank Popery, " formaliSm run mad, and an

effort to replace personal rvorship with mere ritualism. with some difficulty

a serious split vras avoided in the small congregation. The suggested Ordcr

of Worship was not adopted, but careful observers slorvly became aware that

Sunday after Sunday the preacher was inclined to announce each step of

his still ,,spgntaneous " program in about the same order as that recommended

by the hierarchy in the first place '

Sunday school met at 10:00 o'clock in the morning, with preaching

at I1:00 on each third sunday of the month. About fifteeu to twenflt minutes

before the time set the congregation began to arrive' until about 1902

George's family attended in a hack with tvrro seats on a light, square bod1"

Ch '2" 
f

drarv, by tv,ro horses. At that time they bought n fine new- carriage. This

had extra heavy springs and glistened handsomely with brilliant varuish.

The accompanying new harness had brass trimmings on the hames and

bridles ancl demancled aclmiration. Incidentally, blacl<ing the harness ttnd

polishing the brass was a new job for the boys olr saturday afte.roons.

This pride in a fine equipage was to cosl dearly. Un]<empt

animals wcre a subject for snide comment' Mules might be driven in

carriages but in aII cases the aninrals were to be curried carefully and thcir

manes roached ar:d trit,tnecl . At one time George's ouifit rvas clrav'n b)' a
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handsome pair of mules, but one of them became frantic at any effort to

trim his forelock. The only way to get the job done v/as to toss a rope

around the animal's neck and under one fro"flfi:i:' When this was pulled

taut the uncomfortable animal would lurch or stumble . At this poir:t a

skillful jerk on the rope would trip up the off-balance animal. Once

on the ground his head was seized and the clipping done quickly. The job

had h,'een performed as usual. on Saturday afternoon but a small tuft of hair'

straggled free. The next morning Herbert noticed the oversight when he

wept to hitch up the carriage. Something of a perfectionist and a quick

worker, he seized a rope, rigged the sling around the mule's neck and

tripped trim up. By some mischance the creature got his head under his

body as his fuII rveight came down. There was a sharp crack as his neck

snapped. A $ I00 mule \^7as dead.

Another Saturday afternoon chore in preparation for Sunday rrvas

to chop and bring in stove wood, and to polish shoes for aII the family.

Next a galvanized wash tub was installed in the boys' room and three or

four buckets of rrvater were pulled up frorn the tlventy-foot cistern. The

water was refreshingly cool at all times, though in winter weather it might

be made more attractive by a kettle of hot water heated on the ]<itchen sto\ze.

In case of serious drought the water allowance mi.gi:t be cut down or two

of the boys might be expected to use the same rrrrater. Sctubbed for another

weeJ: they faced the Sabbath.
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p* 1,; t; ti ..' "'
There wal n7taboo on tall:ing insice the church building - though

Mary,s Episcopalian up-bringing was never reconciled to such casual lac]:

of respect for the sanctuary. on arrival the girls and women filed dutifully

to the right side of the building. The men and boys renrained outside to

talk about the weather, the crops, the latest purchase of vehicles ' horses '

or land; and the ever-present problems of dror'rght, rain' the price of cotton'

corn and the like. The boys stood around and learned "man tal]<" from the

oldsters. lwo minutes before the appointed hour the superintendent of the

,sunday schobl would drift avray from the men and enter the building. soon

thereafter he rvourd ,,pitch,,a tune in a good firm voice, vrrith the lvomen

joining in emphatically. About rg0s the congregation bought an organ and

thereafter this assisted in the call to wor-'ship. At the first notes the nren

disconti,ued their conversations and nroved in a body to the door and ther.r

sat on tr-re left side of the building. This congregation practiced segregatio'

of the sexes in worshil: '

Most of the men disposecl of their che-rn'ing tobacco, flipped

aside half-snroJ<ecl cigarettes, or knocked the dottle out of their pipes as

they entered the door. A fevr, hovuever, insisted trrat trrey could not keep

arvake during a long sermon unless they hacr their chewing tobacco to wol]: on.

u 
'i'fc '{)''''"...'i< 

I 1''t: ' i7 ;i '"c' ': .-l ' '
i;;;;;;];irtJVel;-=dicr stinrulat{'trre flou, of sali'vo ond few enjovcd

sv,rarlorving the surplus fruid. The buildj.rrg hacl a -wainscotingr about four

feet hig.h around the inside of the sanctuary. A glance quickly identifieci

certain seats as the propcrty of specific inclividuals by thc tobacco jui'cc on
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the adjacent wainscoting. In fact, orr one occasion the Callcott family

attended church in town. Coming home the youngest boy commented on

the beautiful town church and.added that those people nlust spend a lot of

time cleaning up since he saw no tobacco juice on any of the u'alls.

Each faII when the cotton picking season was over a revival

service was held,. At times this became a camp meeting when two of the

congtegations on a preacher's circuit chose to combine forces. Many of

the families bought tents, usually 16'x I6'; and collapsible cots for sleeping.

The preferred camp ground vlas on the San N{arcos river near Fentress or

Staples. There wild pecan groves provided shade near to good water. The

families repaired to the selected site taking food with them for a week.

Coffee making and simple cooking was done on a portable charcoal furnace

that was used at home to heat flatirons. Mosquito nets were essential for

D.D.T. and other insecticides had not yet been heard of . About the middle

of the week a man from each farnr would nra];,e a hasty trip home to check up

on Mexican tenants who had been left in charge of affairs. Usua1ly they

found thilgs in good orcler for the caretal<ers were proud of their responsi-

bilities and appreciated the free mill< fronr the co'ws and the extra dollar

or two of income ttrat came with the occasion.

' ) circuit was ;;;liltlr+ assistecl by aThe regular minister of tire circuit was

visiting evangelist v,rell known for his eloquence. Morning and evcning

services were supple:lented b1z sunrise and afterrioon prayer nteetings in the

woods. These camp meetings must ha.;e been among the last of thej.r typc.
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Shouting by those under the influence of ti:e spirit \\'as still encouraged but

a more sophisticated and self-conscious younger generation vras beginning

to feel vaguely uncomf ort.able about , and superior to , the s e spontancou s

denronstrations .

e ntc rlz
What caused irreverent amusement.td thb younger generatj.on \^ras

the obvious enthusiasm from an unexpected quarter that greeted the prayer

meetings in the vvoocls. That part of Texas in mid-summer was infested rvith

voracious redbugs, or chiggersr that swarmed to greet the worshippers . After

about two such services amid the beauties of nature the sessions wcre

adjourned to the regular center of worship where the pests could be expected

to be less numerous .

The place of worship itself had beeu specially consl.ructed fo,

its purpose and waS called an arbor. In a convenient cleared, space in tlrc:

rnroods poles ten feet high v/ere erected at ten ot: trvelve foot intervals in

each direction to encompass a space about 30' x 50'. To these uprigllts

cross poles v/ere lashed to provide paralle1 supports. Across these paral.Icl

poles and at right angles to them more poles were laid at aborrt eighteerr

inch intervals. Next the rvhole rnras covcred vrith brush and branches of

trees. The arbor rcmained open on all sides and so vras cool if any ltreeze

was blorving and remained reasonably dr1, in cdsc: of rain. A platform at one

end vv-as built for the choir ancl the preachers . After a rnrcell , tire:d and a bit

grirny the far1i11, rynuld be ready to returu to hotne activitics ollce more.
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othersocialaffairssuchasanoccasionaldinner-on-the-grounds

centered on the. local church. During the preceding day or two each housc-

wife quietly determined to outdo her neighbors in baking pies' cakes' frying

/,..,.. eJ in t r I .,1 a.f (.r , ,. t l. q
chickens and the rite. Ofrlitiijil.ii"it"&-auv- us=oon jts Sundav school v;as

6o.k t"i o1#L, *u, served picnic styre on clean tabre cloths, usuarly white,

spread on the ground. Ttre children walked around sampling each lady's

offeringsuntiltheycouldhardlystagger.Byfouro.clocl<intheafternoon

. weary parents and half sick children were ready to make their way hotae to

feed hungry livestock and milk the cows '

AIso every spring one of the Rylanders could be relicd upon to

geta,yen"forfreshfish.Thesuggestionu'ouldbequicklyendorsedand

a date agleecl upcn. The night before the day selected the boys spadr:d up the

moj,stearthbesidetirehaystacJitocollectasupplyofearthwormsforbait.
'f'h.t lt,e.,\'t

-Olr1he:appoillted morning the family was roused at 5:00 o'clocl< to fced the

stock and chio)(ens, milk the covrs ancl dress for the day ' B)- ten o'clock

halfadozenfa.nriliescoutdbeexpectedatthesiteselected'Thentlrc

fishing began. A fe-rv rvhite percl'I, sun perch ' a small trout or two and an

occasional catfish might be caught but what were they among so man)'? of

course the housewives had brought along plenty of food so a good time was

had anl"way ancl that was the purpose of the affair'

As.soon as dinner \Aras o\/er the boys bcgan to get restless. Tireu

cajre the qtrery: ,,can v/e go s\ rimming ? " Batrring suj.ts were un):no\A'n so
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the suggestion vras almost indecent in itself v,zher girls and women vr'ere

in the neighborhood. IJsually some man could be found 
"r'ho 

v;ould affirrn

that the boys should learn to sr,vim so he would agree to sponsor the event.

GIeefully the boys faded behind the bushes in the direction of the srn'imming

hole while tl:e women folks remained wholly ignorant of what was going on.

Iater suspiciously wet heads were properly ignored as families prepared

to go home.

AJso about once a year some lady would propose a quilting bee.

Husbands were put under assessment for cotton samples, or even a few

pounds of lint cotton that they were expected to bring bac]< from the gin.

Then the wouten of each household started the tedious job of carding the cotton

If the lint \A,as used and put in the quilt as it came from the gin it r,r'ould

rapidly form irard lumps. Cotton cards *,bY.J*[ou be bought in pairs at thc

stores. Each \Aras a flat rectangle aboul 4" x B" iu sLze. Frotn one side of

each card there was a handle about five inches long that could be grasped

firmly by the hand. Imbedded in the face of each card v/ere a multitude of

snrall flexible ste.el hoo)<s, which projected about a quarter of an inch

fronr the carcl . Alt of these were slightllz bent from the top toward the bottom

of the card

The first step v/as to place a snlall amc.rt-tnt of cotton lint on the

sloping hooks on one of the cards. Thcr-r graspj.ng a carcl in each hand the

empty card was scraped over the faceof the firsr one, but rvith the hool<s
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facing in the opposite direction. The meshing of the opposing sets of

hooks straightened out the knots in the cotton fibre and combed out dirt

and knotted fibre. This left a smooth, fluffy Iint not unlike the absorbent

cotton that can be bought in drug stores for surgical dressings. This

product was ready to be stitched into quilts with the confident expectation

that it would stay in place. Meantiffi€, for weeks in advance scraps saved

from preceding sevring of shirts and dresses and from worn out clothes had

been stitched into fancy designs. A11 was now ready. New cloth was used

as a base, the carcled cotton was laid in place and the fancy designs

placed on top. The three layers were quilted together with intricate stitches

frequently done with colored threads that added to the beauty of the whole.

Here were bed covers to last for future generations.

Across the road from the church vras the school house. It too

was built about 1885, thouEh in the desperately har:d days of the early

1890's Herbert and Ethel had little opportunity to take advatrtage of it.

Each )zedr Mary made a strenuous effort to get the children off to school

for a few rvee]<s but Herbert could seldom be spared from the farm and a

three-mil]: wall: was hardly advisable for Ethel unless her brothcr could

go along. Mary taught the children to read and write and to har:clle simple

arithmetic. 
' 

George encouraged the process but his intpatience with mistaJ<es

made [ir:r so feared by the children tha.t ihel' seldom sought his aid.

About fifty yards to the north of the schooi house v/as a three-

room residcncc rvith a small barn to accommodate a team, a corn cri.b and a
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pig pen. Back of the house and adjoining the school yard vvTere six or

eight acres of land that went with the house. In the house lived Professor

Thomds*, his wife and three children. The house \ 7as his, rent free the

year around, and he r,r,as at libertyi; 'l:5 -t["t'j"6,i;t'vesetables 
, cornlr

for his animals or anything else he chose. His salary varied slightly but

was about $45.00 per month for the four, or if possible for five, tnonths

of the school year. In addition, neighboring families from time to time

gave him an extra pig if one of their t'ittur" was unexpectedly large. This

could be raised in his pen. AIso from time to time he might receive a load

of wood for his stoves or a load of corn for his animals. Of course if the

pig litters wcre small and the corn crops poo;, chances of such largess were

seriously impaj.red.

His own professional training was linrited and he fratrkly statecl

that he had never beconre acquainted vrith algebra or geometry ancl tha! 'i>"1 
i\('

d{lr.? r ntpitclc:t i t.tu i

he made no effoi-t to teach children such theoreticalrsubjects. Each chilcl

progressed in dny one subject as fast as his and the teacher's inclinations

justified. The result was tl:at if any of h.i.s twenty nlore or Iess fortunate

neophytes 1ater transfen'ed to other schools they vrere li)<ely to find their

knowleclge of aritftmetic three or four years out of step with their knowledge

of English grammar, reading and spelling . AIso in spite of the obviously

practical and immecliate value of both German and Spanish in such a corn-

munity neither was allovred to contanrintite the classroonr. Flor,vever, regar:dles

*Another fictitious l'Ianle .
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of later business or professional success if one of his old pupi.ls is to

meet and recognize him in the hereafter, one can rest assured that the

only proper mode of address that would occur to him, or to the old

teacher, would be that of "Professoi'Tho*as . /

Even at the County Seat, Seguin, the high school could onllz

report forty-one graduates in the seven years from 1895 to 190I, inclusive,

though the next trvo years did boast of thirteen and ten graduates, respec-

tive1y.Sepiember4,1903.)Loca1shortconrings

were so obvious that the Long Branch school board decided to make an effort

to organize the children into formal grades. The pr:ofessor was repJ.aced

by a Miss Mamye Sanders who was expected to introduce new methods.

The most stril<ing clifference was that she was a \ rornan instead of a nlan,

and school "masters" only had been employed up to that date. The change

did not mean that the rod was to be discarded as a tool to aid in the

impartation of J<nowledge . Frank's diary for January' 6, I90B j oyousll,

records that trvo boys got a r,r,hipping that da1r, "hd. ha ! ha ! " Then

conles the comment that the teacher haC proceeded n,ith such enthusiasm

that she trad bro]',en her weapotl, so at least one of the culprits escaped

with a light punishment.

With the corning of the rnrorran teacher tJ.tcre was no longer a

need to maintain the teacher's resicience. This relieved enough school

funds to extend the school year al:out a month. A few years carlier, the

fall session opened on October 15, 1902 ancl closed on.\4arch 2e,, 1903.

,
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This remained about the customary schedule though crops v/ere so late in

Ig03 that school did not open urrtil November 2nd. Unfortunately, even

then many of the older boys could not, be spared from farm work. For instance,'

in L1OZ Frank did not start school until December 30, after the Christrnas

holidays. In addition the boys had to expect interruptions at frequent intervals .

In 1903 the twelve-year-old Erank commented: "Ground corn for chic]<ens until

I0:00, then walked flnree miles/ to school . " Evidently all the teams were

at work in the fields. The boy simply considered himself lucky that his own

services could be spared and that he did not have to stay at home to handle

a Plow .

On an average morning the children began to arive at school

about 8:30. They ranged in age from seven to about fifteen and pursued

subjects scattered through six years of a normal grammar school curriculum '

Only half a dozen lived near enough to walk to school regularly ' A few

came in qroups of tu/o to four in buggies and the rest appeared on donkeys

or horses, The {irst job of each driver or rider was to select a tree as a

hitching post for his animal . It was a case of first come first served. Ihe

trees were mesquites and little more than bushcs. The animals were tied

there from 8:45 a.m. to at least 4:00 p,m. In case some culprit was "kept in"

after school another thirty minutes or so might be added to the animal's wait.

children were not often kept aftcr 4:30 for the day had already been a lorg
,.t* r:. 'il,-tl 'Li r1.r.. r,,-':\ -i ('; n,'1,; tc 'rr.c,.r P.:'t'tin{i

one. Also to keep a child liicre =than ihlrty-.,11iitries:was 'calcirlate d to brin$

home repercussions when home chorcs were waiting'
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Every boy was trained to care for his aninral . The rope around

its neck was to be tied so that it fiufd not slip and choke the beast. The

other end of the rope was tied'to a tree limb at such a height that the

creature, weary of standing in one spot for hours, might lie dowt: close to

the tree trunk. If the rope between the limb and the animal's neck was

(s, 2't t'l t3 t^';;[; than the distance from the limb to about eighteen inches frorn tl:e

ground there vras danger that the animal would get his foot over the rope.

In that case when it raised its head the rope, foresl:ortened b1' rttnning

under the leg, might not allow the animal to stand erect. It would then

start plunging and either break the rope or burn an angry place between

the leg and the body that would mal<e walking painful for a nuttrber of days.

From time to time during the school day some boy lo"ateci near a rvindorn'

would announce that so-and-so's pony, mule or don]"ey had stepped over

its rope. That meant one lucky chap could }eave cl.ass to ta]<e care of

his animal - and this was likely to be a lengtiry affair, especially vrith

some boYs .

Most of the chilclren brought a nrj.d-day meal in their "dinner"

bucJ:ets (lever callecl lunch boxes) . The girls were allorved to stay in

the school room but the boys hastened outside to sit on the woodpilc (or

cower be5j.nd it op a cold winter day) to munch their sandwiches. Frequetrt

swaps tooJ< place as slices of cake or otirer coveted luxuries changed

hancls. So long as professor Thonras lived on the grounds his tv'ro boys

were stuffccl with cake from the lvhole community. They first rushed to
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gobble their o',rn some\ ?hat meager meal at home . Tilen thel' hurried

bacl,, to the v/oodpile with ht'o or three pieces of hot corn bread liberalll'

spread with butter and molasses. When cold sandr,r'iches were srvilled

down with cold water this hot corn bread was in clamorous demand, in

fact bargains were frequently struck for it several days in advance.

The old 'woodpile also served another valuable educational

purpose. Ten to fourteen-year-olds inevitably had arguments which, under

the school boy coCe could only be settled b5, physical etlcounter. The

professor was expected to keep the peace, but he well knerr that wha-t he

did not know was not likely to hurt him . He never bothered the boys while

they were eatlr:g for he went home for his o-wn dinner at the same time.

AIso, if for any reason he had to return to the school house before I:00
ir,e ,,,,.;..,i1'14=;",# 

'', c-i.'-,y/i t ^;; tt"Tiii;;;;; i.;it*tT,I"i,"....Zl o;,ct ^t'
o'clock rrhen scLoo} again "took un;)1fre'at most glancecl out of the lvincJorv 

)'': )ic '

toward the r,,,'oodpiLe. Safe on the backside thereof trial by battle could

be pursued to its varied conclusions. If an occasional shirt was torn,

or a bruised face shorved up the accideut was glib11, explained as the

result of a fal-]. - and no one asked v-rhat caused the fall .

The woodpile itself was replenished fi'orn time to time by one

or the other of thc fathers of the school clrjldren. r{his }rard, scrubby
---/ '- -'-/'

mesquite could be cut but selclotn split. ($=l_u!:l *g_lrisled lll!. .f LI.,,' 0--.

precludCd anything of the }<j.nci. llhe oLder b,cys tool< turtrs chopping the

wood ancl the younger ones tool: it into the scltool house to feed the pot

belliecl heating stovc. Even when a ne\\' "bo)i" stove acconlmodated longer
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sticks of wood refueling meant openins the front ctoor t" ;'o1:tX" ti;il:;* 
(- t

-,;i the fire box. Immediately smoke ancl furne-q belched out into the rooni

to the pretended fright of the girls and the amusement of the bo1,s. On a

day when a keen norther v/as blowing an)/ wood stove provided scant heat

in a barn-Ii}:e room 20' x 35'. Even if the stove was red hot it only warmed

one side of each of a score of youngsters who frequently kept mufflers

around their nec]<s to supplement o\rercoats. Coughs and colds were taken

as a matter of course.

Preparations for the school year were a serious matter. parents

went to town to buy the proper "reader" for each child. No free boo]<s

were thought of but old books, irt in good shape, might be traded-in o'
AL

new purchases lii the bookstores v'rhich allor,rred a credit of a few pennies

on each . In addition arithmetic and spellir:g books \^rere neeclecl. For thc

older children there was alt almost indecent physiology book rt,hicl carriecl

ludicrous arrd veiled references to bodill, functions ltrell calculated to

excite the cliriosity of thirteen and fourteen year olds.

For wrj.ting each child was provided n,ith a copy book in which

he traced laboriously the fanc1, writing provided as a model at the top of

each page. Absolutely necessilry was a slate ancl a box of slate pencils.

The slate itself lvas about B " x 12 " in size and was composed of a smooth

piece of the stotle encasecl in a franre of vrood. On this a pr,rpil coulcl

"do his suljts " by scraping the slate pencil on tl:e flat surface to leave a

white ntar]< as he traced his figures. If he marde a rnistake he sirnply spat o,
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the slate and rubbed out the error with the heel of his hand; then started

all over once more. A final piece of equipment was greatly prized. This

wds a 5Q tablet of writing paper. It was soft blotting-paper like stuff on

which it was impossible to write with ink because the fluid spreacl quickll,

through the spongy and uncalendared paper. Ink tablets cost a dime each.

Most parents also invested in some unpainted cedar lead pencils which

could be doled out as needed. These cost ten cents a dozen. Occasionalll'

an extravagant parent would buy some fancy colored (painted) pencils at

the rate of two for a nickle but the plain cedar variety was standard equiptrent.

And in these very pencils lal' e"" of the proud, or shameful,

features of any boy's school life. No pencil sharpeners had yet been heard

of so each self-respecting boy considered himself an expert pencil sharpeuer.

In the fjrst place no boy attended school without a pocket knife, he would

as soor-I thin]< of attencling without his shirt. With this trusty tool he

first marked a ring around the pencil about an inch from the end. Then with

a sharp blacte he gently whittled down the wood to reveal the lead about

an eighth to a fourth of an inch from the end. This was then snroothed

/i 5'' i r- (l
down to a fine point. iire-best way to a little girl's heart was through the

ability to sharpen her pencils so that she would not have to dirty her fingers

doingr the job for herself .

Friday afternoons were the high spot of the weeJ<. At that time

came spelling and cyphering matches. These tcok' place in front of the v,rhole

school and on the stage rvhich was about twelve fcet in depth and extencled
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across one end of the room. on this, raisecl tr^,'o steps abot'e the roorn

floor, the teacher sat lool<ing'over his charges ' The urchins' with bcl'5

and girls in each class, were called from their seats to the stage ' They

had entered the building by separate doors ancl had been seated on different

sides of the room. Now they were desegregated to line up alphabetically

with bare toes just touching a crack betrnreen two boards in the floor.

The teacher u'.oulC tfuen "gave out" the rvords from t]re spelling book in

the order in which they were ,istecr on the page. If all had studied their

lessotls properly they could be relied upon to spell the words that v'/ere

due to come to them. In case Sorne benighted youngster had miscounted

or been remiss rre was likely to stumble over his rvord and precipitate

disaster. The missed worcl vfas ,'passed,, to the rrext in li,e who \/as sure

to know nothing about it. why shoulcr he, it v,ras not "his" word? Then

it went on to the next and on to the e,cr of trre li*e and fronr there back to

the head. when aIr. had missed it the correct orde:r was reestablishcd and

the recitation proceeded smoothly '

OccasiorrallytherewaSaregularspellingbee,ormatch.on

these occasions .,vo chirdre, v,/ere selected to heacl the tlt'o sides; then

each in alternate ordcr sclected pupils from the vrhole school until all

had been chosen on one sicJe or the other' The tvuo sicles ttren lined up

facing eacrr other. The r,r,ords to be spelled 'vere 
crirectecr by the tcacher

'(- t.J A

first to those at the headof thcrlines. If a worcr v/as misscd the culprit
/\ /'

took his seat rn'hile tJre worcl' was passed across to the other side' and otr
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down the lines alternatery until it was spelled correctly. The Iast pupil

standing was the victor '

The cyphering matches were also a case of choosing sides from

among the upper classes. The teacher would write some figures on the

blackboard at the back of the stage. These were to be added, subtracted,

multiplied or divided, dt times even by long division. As rapidly as a

pupil finished his ,,sum,, on either paper or slate he dashed to place it on

the teacher,s desk. when ui trr" papers were in the teacher solemnly

,,did the sum,, correctly on the blackboard; then turned and graded the papers '

If the top paper (the rast one handed in) was correct it received a grade

of ,,1"; the next, if correct, got a "2 " and so on to the bottom of the stack

where a correct answer received a substantial " 10 " or t'l.ztt. After a dozen

rounds of this the scores earned were added up to determine individual and

team winners .

At the end of the school year came a community function . Each

student was expected to ,,say his piece" over which he had been laboring

for some weeks. This was usually a selection of sentimental poetry or a

declamatoryoration.MostoftheboyshalfsheepishJ.ygabbledtirrough
;.+i't.J 1'r!'5- /l e J

their selections as rapidly as possible's-eas.--to-Eet bacl< to their seats.

some of the girls were trained at home to "elocute" their pieces with

elaborate gestures and intonatior:s designed to reflect passion or scntiment'

WhenMisslr,lam},etookovertheschoolsheintroducedanewnotebyadding

number of drills, marches and counter marches, to the closing activities '
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There was no musical instmment in the building so the march cadence

vy'ds established by the teacher emphatically counting: "g!9, two, three,

four; E, two, three, four. " The proud youngsters also wore sashes and

carried American flags . The purchase of these flags required a special

sreeting of the school board to discuss at some Iength whether to spend

$2.00 for such trimmings and unexpected expenses. In part it was a

question of principle. Should a reckless teacher be encouraged to engage

in such extravagance and to waste public funds ? AII agreed that she had

been working hard and had spent much extra time on her pupils so the

expense was approved in the nane of patriotism. The marches urent merrily

on as the school reached out torryard modernity.

One year aII precedents were broken when it was decided to

put on a home talent ptay. The post-school young folk of the community

were enlisted. A letter \ffas despatched to a supply house which forwardccl
l'/e.s:r s

a selection of half a dozen comedies and dramas. {committee of three,
i,ll:rr,tl nt hcf a' f 't- h e 5'q'/-r'

including tlre superintendent of the Sunday School, w-tss--selected"to-choose

6a,r,r^r{, i tr' cl ,-* l;trit1 c''l t l^< c-c t-'r'Fr-'r( .^it''l rrt urJ""n tc"rfu
-lf,* p/uy-to.be-stageai--fne collection of plays was then circulated among the

threeT-one-of whom vras a wonlan.' -Then came-an agoniz.ing contmittee

,s€ssion to determine the final selection. One conrpLication lay in the fact

that the languagc ernployed by playrights was inclined to be rathcr free.

AIso the limitations of the prospective actors had to be considered. FinaIIy

one play was selected rvitir the proviso that the language ttsed should bc
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orcrered a,d each was carefuly edited before being handed to the actors .

The original expressions have been lost in antiquit)'and in the confidence

of the actors rrr,,ho saw the original expressions when they studied their

lines. Two substitutes were "Great Jehosaphat" and "Gee \Mhiz". These

were forthwith adopted to add flavor to the vocabulary of the younger fr1'

who eagerly seized upon thenr as perfectly proper.

The selection of the actors and the assignment of roles was

a difficult task. In the first place, should the school teacher, a likely

and evidently able young woman, b€ included? Grave cliscussion fataai,Si" 
it

,f\ L:-{ ;:*, ; e .{ e.-,, s, .'-r.,'SAaa
an-agreemelt that "uofti-step 

would-be unwise. - She could hardly be

expectecl to colnrnand proper respect on the part of her ptrpils after ma)-'ing

herself a laugtring stock on the stage. Finally tlre parts were assigned.

Then ensued hard stucly on the part of the actors, a nun'Iber of rehearsals

under the direction of the school teacher as stage manager, and finalll'

the great night. Memory j.ndicates that the production v/as nlore comedy

than drama br,rt the story involved has long since been forgotten. In any

case the comntupity lo)rally suppoi-tecl this cultural venture blz paying

twenty-fj.ve cents each for adult admissions ancl ten cents for children'

offerit:g s

to attend

The bo1,s of the community had no idea of education L'reyond the

of the local school . A very fe'w of tl're girls werrt on to San Marcos

Coro,at Institrrte. This church related institution provided a
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high school program and an approach to college type instruction which
.S'G:L'f'€nti' p'-lzl t*icd C" "'f /.e r"l *'r

terminated in a diploma for its graduates. .All-€nvied -students 
-so privileqed

, '..,,,i" "'f uuu 'l )
" 
biiior 

"'u"tiviti6s 
became a matter of community pride. In fact George and

Mary took their children to see the graduating play of the Institute one year'

Thisemployedexcellentlightingeffectsandpresentedaclassicalplay

depictingtheoldGreekgods.Inltselftheproductionwasonlyapartin.

an elaborate three-day commencement program. * The family also attended

a Gommencement sermon of the Institute when the preacher announced tllat

I . his niessage was so important that he was going to read it' IIe then

produced a solid BiS# "o*oo"ition 
book and read steadily for an hour

andtenminutesasheturnedthepagesfromthefronttothebackofthe

volume.Hiswearyaudiencewasinahotandstiflingroomandsowatched

eagerly as he approached the last page' FinaIIy this was turned ' Then'

without a pause the speaker turned the bool< over and began to read from

backtofront.Thesiglrsandrustleofthestartledaudiencemayhavehad

some effect for after another twenty minutes he closed his mastelly effort '

on another occasion the family u,eirt to a basketball gatne betu'een

girls' tearrrs of the Institute and the Normal School that had recently been

openecl. Here for the first time the children heard synchronized school yells

andSawgirlslegitinidtellzdisplayingt}reirblocnrers.Oneoft}reyeIIs,

remembered after more tha.n sixty years, caused much head-shal"ing and

corntnent . It ran:

*See The llavs Cor-grtv Titnes for May

school Conlnrencen'Ient. The Normal School was

San Marcos .

I9 , 190 5 for a tl,pical I'l or:mal.

a state school also located in
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One, t\Aro, three, four, five, SjX, seven!
AII good Gyps ies fthe name of the Goronal tea.p/ go to heaven!
When they get there they wiII yeli:
Tigers, Tigers. Tlthe name of the opposing tearyl - Welt! Mrell! We.

It is a pity that those present did not realize that they were witnessing a

change in social mores that would lead to the majorettes of the 1960's.

Though none of his friends had gone to college Herbert at trvcttty

years of age began to talk of such a possibility. After extended discussion

plans were made for him to go to Texas Agricultural and Mechanical CoIIege.

Of course he would harre to start with preparatory courses but he vvoulcl be in

.1

$b colege atmosphere. He secured information and worked diljgently 1e

be ready in the fall. Then disaster struck. Drought came on. Corn "fired

up" as the leaves shriveled and turned brov,'n on the stalk just when tlie
'C, ,'

tassel rvas ready to shorv. The cotton crop/was a nriserable failtrre. AIl

hope of college faded.

As a next u"iil*r"l;';;:'fld turned to ttre International corres-

pondence Schools of Scranton , Pennsylvania . Arrangenr ents \Arere madc ancl

Iessons in writir1g, gramlltar, arithmetic and booli-keeping were sent. FIis

arduous cultivation of bear-rtiful scrolls and curlicues in tl're writing exercises

quickly became the envy of his younger brothers . Today such a program is

Iargely forgotten but at the time it was a godseud and helpcd to open a door

to at least one boy who othenrrise Vould have haci a much more limited

opportunity because other doors \ /ere closed.

Whi1e George regretted that Herbcrt's plans for college failcd

he never clid feet that thc boy had been discriminaterl against. Personally hc
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had had even less formal education and had become a recognized leader

in his community and was in increasifg demand as a spea)<er at church

and fraternal meetings . Herbert'could do the same. At the same time

George refused to try to influence any one of his children in favor of or

in opposition to any one career. He had resented his Uncle's pressure

in his own case-and insisted that every boy should make or ruin himself .

In the same vein he refused to have any of his boys named for him. He

did not want any one of them to feel that he was a favorite or should be

influenced by his name. Instead, when his youngest son left for college

the father's sole adrrice was: "Don't forget that you are a Christian

gentlemal').. "

Before a child could go to school it was necessary for him to

be able to ride horseback. The distance of more than three miles was

too much to wal]< along muddy roads and iu winter weather. If the children

tried a short-cut through some pastures the distance was slightly less

but Texas range bulls were not to be ta]<en lightly. Few men cared to

face them unless on horseback and certainly children were not safe in the

same pasture with one of them. The younger children used Old Pet, a

black Spanish mustanE pony that had been hand raised. Her disposition
cv,(, r^ a-yt.1ie J;".i'.'t htc-

was a far cry from that of thTange mustang,thaLseemcd--composed of '

equal parts of vinegar.and caloric acj.cl. Always nirnble on her feet, she-

$ould walk fast or gallop easily. By 1903 she vras about fifteen years of

'P" i:
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age and was slowing down considerably. Even so, if she were suddenly

startled b), an unexpected noise or if she saw a coyote skulki-ng along the

side of the road, she would suddenly leap,sideways three or four feet ' This

gave any rider a nasty jolt and was quite enough to tumble a small boy

from his saddle . rf he fell off pet would trot off for a few feet, then

return to stand beside the fallen rider until he could collect his wits, and

his tempeLand remount. such an ignominious incident, of course, was

never reported either at school or at home '

As the children came home from school they picked up the mail

at the R.F.D. box and brought it to the house. And here was another Iesson

in respect for the other person's privacy, even within the family. No letter

was opened by anyone other than the person to whom it was addressed.

Never did George or Mary open letter or pacl<age carr}zirg the nanre of onc

of the children. If the child so desired his letter might be read b)' other

members of the family but only on the child's initiativc. It was a matter

of great childish pride that if he was to be away fronr home for a few days

he could formally request another nrember of the family to open any mail

that might corne for hj.m - and no one smiled even though the child was not

Iikely to receive more thau one or two pieces of mail in a year '

suddenly in Ig07 pet died. The other animals were needed on

the farnr, with the possible exception of l(ate. she was a mule of uncertain

old age wrro had inherited freely from her asininc ancestors. Her "tough"

mouth was completely unresponsirre to a normar prcssure on trre bridre bit.
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The ten-year-old youngster on her back could stand in his stirrups and

pull on one bridle rein with both hands until Kate's head was pulled far

to one side and her lower jaw, subject to pressure from the bridle bit was
i.i,tl , rri ,. f i'

three or four inches further over than the upper part of therhead ' In spite

of this if Kate had a mind to do so she would continue steadily in the
(ltre.i :/'tAS Cricf,

directidn she had originally chosen. After school 
.home 

was the only

destination she considered. If her unfortunate rider hac instructions to

caII at some neighbor''s to deliver a message, Kate was likely to have other

ideas. More than once the youngster tugged in one direction rvhen Kate

travelled in another. As the pair approached a corner, the result was

likely to be a compromise as both ended up against a' fence.

?lo o') ,' ,,
$;;;ii5'saddle on her back so that it would staf in place \ 7as

another problern. To keep the saddle from slipping sidervise on her round

body the girths had to be uncomfortably tight. Kate responded b)' holding

her breath with her lungs fully inflated and her belly distended. After

the girths were securecl and the rider Srl'ft#..'i;ac): she u'ould relax comfortably

while the rider,s seat was seriously endangered. After a couple of falls

there ensued a contest of v.,its. The boy would saddle the animal leaviug

the girths tight but not cinched. Then he would stand to one side until

the old mule had held her breath as long as she could and had to start

breathing. At that instant he would yan)< the girths so tight that probably

thepooranimalreallywaSuncomfortable.

a
t
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Another of Kate's tric]:s was to start groaning as she fadged

along between a walk and a trot - in itself a not uncomiortable gait

and one that made fairly good time ' The result was a series of grunts:

,,u6-ulf, .rrr-ri{ .rh-.r#', each step accented by a sound accompaniment '

After grunting for about fifty yards, Kate would gradually slow down to a

walk, then pause, sink to her knees and slowly roll over on her side' It

was done wearily and gave ampre time for the rider to dismount ' The first

,tirne this happened was one morning when the pair was about half a mile

from the school house. The worried rider scrambled off , and fir-rally

coaxed his mount back on her feet. Then he walkecr and led her to the

school yard where he tied her so that she could rest on the gt'ound if she

wished to do so. strangely she stood up alr day, ate her hay and a few

ears of corn gree,cily and seenred perfectly rvell . The boy saddled her

gingerry whe' school was out a,d clirnbed aboard. At once she started

gaily for home and got there in record time. The next morni,g the attack

came on a furl mile fronr the scrrool house. Again the boy u'alJ<ed her in,

and again she recoverecl rn'ith the day '

when George hcard of this second illness he promptly said:

,,The old rascal is fooling yolr. Don't let her get her head down' No mule

Iies down rvith her head in the air.,, But the injunction was easier for

George to give than for a ten-year-ord boy to carry out 8;-rtffuit mule with

a cast-iron mouth. Hotvever, the rider hit upon a solution of his own ' The

nelit morning he cut two e:.,,tra long and limber pci'negranite l'rvitches ' This
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time the groaning started after about a mile . Forthwith the boy rnrent into

action with a switch. In surprise the mule continued on her way for about

half a mile. Once more the groaning. The first switch broke but number

two was at once put in action. That day the two got to school earlier than

usual . Thereafter many a battle royal ensued and neither mount nor rider

was ever sure just which was boss .

Every week came wash day when oIE of the boys was kept at

home to help. It meant getting up half an hour early and starting a fire

under a fifteen-gal1on wash kettle in the back yard. When the water was

boiling the first batch of clothes went into a brand new washing machine

which was operated by the boy. Then a second and third batch followed as

additional water heated .

In the winter the process was likely to be cornplicated by the

fact that recent hog killing had provided a lot of extra hog fat that was

to be rendered into larcl or made into soap. Now that the fire was started

was a good time to do this other job also. When the clothes were all washed

and while the pot was still hot the accumulated grease and lard was dumped

into it, accompanied fol.=soapma)-.ing by a cdrr or two of Red Devil lye that

had been bought at the store . After the mas s had been cooked for a time
tls 21 !!rc:ll" st-wl.r-'tc'v!'\.as"-

it was allowed to cc.rol. The soap floated to the top and congeal"% It was

cut in pieces weighing half a pound to a pound but turned yellowish as it

dried out and 10st nruch of its weight. This coarse lye soap was used in

the kitchen for washr.ng dishes and clothes during the year. It was harsh
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on delicate hands and face but it used surplus grease and was gooC for

laundry purposes. When the work was done and the soap left to cool the

boy was free to go to school . UsuaIIy he was only a couple of hours late

but he resented being kept at home for "woman's work 
"''

One day about 19C7 the trip home from school became exciting'

occasional reports and pictures in nevrspapers and magazines had aroused

talk of strange new machines called automobiles. "No pullee, no pushee,

bui runnee like hellee" was widely quoted as an appropriate description

of the machines, one or two of which had been seen in san Marcos ' They

were understood to be thoroughly impractical vehiclesrov"ned by wealthy

playboylthat \^7ere a menace on the highvral's, br'tt were worth seeing if

the occasion arose. one afternoon as wil{rid left schoo} he savs in the dust

of tlre road t-,^ro trac]:s that cor.tld not possibly have been made by any

horse-drav,rn vehicle. Reaching home he burst in r'rri-th the nervs that he

had actuall)z s€en an automobile track 
"k

At once George issued careful instructions . In the rcmote case

;'l1 l./i ( lil,
that one of tle strange vehicles \ zere encountered di-erilitiir,'5','";iil.iita"t

or driver was to get off his horse or out of his vehicle to hold the head of

his animal or team ancl tal]< to thenr Quietllz as the nronster made its way

*.In october, Ig03 the first continuous trip had been made b)'a
gasoline buggy from chicago to New york. city in seVentlz-six hours. The

,,cyclorneter,,on the car srrowed a distance travelled of L,177 miles at an

average speed oi fifteen and a half miles per hour. Two days later (October

1903) The New yorfJrmes. reported that the dare devil Barney olclfield had

covered u ****a ai=turrce of fifteen nriles on the Empire City Tracll in

L4:35 minutes - more than a mile per minute!

A

I
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frightened that they were unmanageable

to puII to the side of the road and stop

v/ere led safely past.

About the end of August or in September of each year came a

scourge of gnats to pester man and beast. They had a peculiar liking

for the eyes of any creature and it was next to impossible to keep them

away. ]ust at this time of year there was the annual outbreak of "sore

eyes,, (conjunctivitis) . The gnats would visit the victims of the disease

and then spread the highly infectious ailment to others. since the infcc-

tion lvas usuarly short rived there \^ras not much that was done about it '

It was harcll), r.r,orth making a long trip to town to secure alleviati,g medjcine

though rnildly disinfectant eye-drops were to be found in most honres.

Housefliefl'uo"r" everywhere. DDT vfas half a century in tle

future and vrindo'.v screens were an unJcnown extravagance.in the country'

f !:l'r ['a i' ( tt

when guests were expecteci one oi two chir.dren were fr6quentl;" 6"1ugatcd

to keep tr:e flies from tr-re crini,g table. when ten or finrelve persons *ere

seatecl a child rvould stand rlear either end of the table and oll opposite

sides. Eacrr lvas armecr with a three or four-foot length of a tree branch '

This he woulci,,vavc gerrtiy bac},:. and forth to }<eep the flies in motion and

prevent tr:e'r settring on the food and on the plates of the guests. without

this service each di,cr needed to )<eep one hand free to frighten thc pests

while he fed himself r,vith the otirer. The incredibl.e thousanclq' of the insects
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can onlY be explained bY

Iots, Pig Pens and barns

the protracted hot weather and the fact that cow

were ideal breeding Places.

Each wednesday and each saturday during the last few years on

the farm the butcher made his rounds in the community. uncured meat could

not be kept for there was no refrigeration. The butcher bought up young

calves from the farmers, slaughtered them the night before he was to se,l

the meat and set out on his rounds before daylight' He used a vehicle called

a trap specialry constructed for the purpose. It had a frame (chassis) Iike

a buggy with a box about two-feet deep built behind the seat and extending

across the rear axle. Doors as covers were hinged to each side of the box

to keep the sun off the meat. on each visit lr4ar1' gave her order for the

folrowing delivery. 
' Roasts were regularly sold at ten cents a pound or

three pounds for a quarter. The same was true of steak. soup bones were

given away but Mar]F prefered to buy oire for a nickle, of course with the

unclerstanding that it would carry about a pound of good scrap nreat with it'

when the price of meat went up to a straight ten cents a pound for roasts

and steak housern,ives con)plai'ed vigorously but there \ 7as not much they

courd do except grumbre. Even at the new price it was better than no nreat

at aII during the lor-rg summer and until hog ].illlrg r,veather temporarily

relievecl thetn of dependence on the butcher'

one cf the joys of country life vfas the visit of the t'n peddler

who appearecl periocrically. He rvould con're jolting up to the farm house in
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his hack with an ama zing array of pots , pans, gadgets and patent

pedicines. Naturalry he arrived just before dinner or supper so was

automatically invited to stay for the meal, which at the better homcs

fte made sure to arrive at them at the right time) meant supper-bed-

breakfast. In return he paid his way by relaying the latest news and

gossip:. talk heard in town of the progress of the Russo-Japanese \Mar'

reports that a chinese family had actually passed through san Marcos

on their way to san Antonio, and other items from local and foreign

sources. one such item was the fact that llays county (san N4arcos

being the county seat) had recently decided to macadamize three miles

of the highway leading south of town torvard seguin. This meant the use

of the new road graders or scrapers, each d'awn by four or six mules

to thror,v up a road bed and provicle drainage ' On this road bed was spread

,ourru't;;;:f, covered by a layer .r !'r{5ii sravel and a c}av

top to bincl the whole together. I{ere was progress and the modern day'

By way of an addition to sophisticated living the peddler also

brougrrt that rnysterious commodity, cher.ving glr'r. This last contribution

sperlecr the doorn of a cherished childhoocl custonr in the country ' The

boys had rong been used to go down to the pasture to locate a sweet-gum

tree (It was localii, calrecl ,'chic-a-dee" v,rhich probably can're frorn the

Spanish word "chicle ", vide "chicklets ") ' Ono of the boys vsould take his

pocl<et l.,nife and carefurly trim off the outer barll of the trec to expose the

whitelal,g'ofsaprvood.}JexttheSapwoodwasslravedirrslivershalf
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an inch r,^ride and two to three inches long ' A sliver \'vas put in the

mouth and chewed. Tne wood fiber would break into bits and could

be spit out, Ieaving in the mouth a gummy residue' Another process

was to chew the wood until the wood fiber was thoroughly broken up.

Then taking the mass befi,r,,een the thumb and index finger of eacii hand

it was stretched while the middle finger of each hand flipped the gu:rr

[ght1y to cause the bits of wood to drop out. The flavor of the remaining

substance was sharp ancl almost bitter but provided a chevring gum with

Iasting qualities and left the mouth with a clean feeling that vras pleasant.

Now the tin peddler with his bland and sweetened stuff had ruire d

e{ ttie b/e,iSri-i'6} :t,,{ ei l''.'''1't I t fe
another. simple 6.|ii;;.,;f joY" t

A
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