
Turnins the Corner

Centra]- Texas vJas stlIl a young manrs country; above all a manrs

country. The SeouLn Enl;erprise of August !5' lgOZ noted that there

,,nere 222 1212 bachelors and 9\'3t7 mal'dens ln Texas' and that rra young;

womants chances to narry are nore than tvro to one Ln f ato:r ' of Texas

agalnst the ol-d states east of the }'{lsslssippi.t' Glven the condltlons

of llfe and health few were the inhabitants of Central Texas trho

roached tholr three score years' John Ireland was ono of the few Ntro

roached his seventies. Eventually he suffered from a prostate infec-

tion, uremJ-a sot inr :nd he died ln 1895' lJhen a doctor explalncd that

lt was one of the reproductive gtands that was affected' frontlersnlen

ne ighbor s dlsmissed the rnatter' observln6l that any man vl}:o had worn out

that part, of hls ai:atoiny had nothlng to connplain about'

The drar.ring shoi,Is ti:e Guaci.alupe county house improve d'

v.

-]'01+-
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soonafterJohnlrelanc.tsdeathhiswlfewenttolir'elrlthher

.oun6estdaughter'Irirs'Johncarter'atLu1lng'sometimeearlier'

^-eswnabl!whenGeorgeboughthlsfirsthundredacresofland,Jo}rn

ir"r^* 
bed sold part of his ho).ding" 

:o, 
German neighbor to the South,

arrgrrs 
t Drettroa' After hls Father-in-lawrs death' George bought the

',"|*n 
nr rrefand property, estlmated at Bg 4/:.0 ac::es 'lmore or lesst'

fron },irs ' Ireland and trer chlldren' The deed was executed on Decenber

27, LB99 (See- Deed Record Book No' 15''P' l+92 of Guadalupe' county in

srnuu co*t House) ' The pr5"ce agreed upon ws5 $2210 dollars at 97

intorest wlth payments dlstrlbuted over four years.'

Afterthelre1andho:newasvacatedGeorgesecureda)'lexlcanfa:lily

to llve ln it rent free ' They had an adjolnlng garden spot and the

rlght to aLlow t'Lreir donkeys to graze ln the pastures on the mesqulte

grassr mesqulto beans, or trhatever they could fin<l' The man of the new

famtly $ras to be used durlng plantlng and plor'rlng seasons at the

siandard rate of seventy-five cents (slx blts) per day lf hls mid-day

meaL was provlded. If he ate at hls own expense the wage was the newly

inflate<I rate of $1 .00 per day. The reg,ular dayr s r'rork f asLcd fron

sunup to sundowtl wlth an hour off for the mid-day meal whlle the

anlnafsrested.Asthedaysgrewlongerar:dthesunbecamehotto:rthe
custcm was to extend the mld-day rest' perlod to an hou:: and a half or

even to two hours 1n extreme cases'

[Ii1k was aval]e.tle frorn the f amily covrs (they usuaLly had two

no}, so that when one became trd.ryt' tho olfier could provlde mll-k and

butter for the family) at five cents a quart' But lliaryrs lneasure

for a quart frequeLrtly cane nearer to hslf a gallon' especlaIly

If the supply was pleniiful and the
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ildeblows 
of grubbing hoe (a kind of mattock) or axe cutting through the

roots 
under which the snakes were hibernating the creatures were likely

to strike blindly and with little of the warning rattle for which thel' were so

well known ' *

This kind of work suited the typical Mexican peon. In fact he

oftenpreferred 
such piece work as cotton chopping (paid for by the acre)

and cotton picking (paid for by the I00 lbs. harvested), to regular wages.

He tiked to work at his own speed and be his own boss. In one case George

had agreed to some grubbing that was to be done toward the end of the :

summer while the weather was sti[ hot and before cotton picking had begun.

The work itself seemed to progress with reasonable speed but he never founcl

the two men concerned at work. lMhen he asked one of thenr about it the

answer was that it was hot in the day tin're but the moon was fuII so they had

been working by nroonlight. And why not? Time meant litt1e to the Mexicau

peon, whether it was the time agreed upon for a meeting, for work, or for play.

In preparing lancl for a crop the first step was to turn the soil

over systematically witfr a turning plow. A good man with a stout team could

only be expected to complete an acre a day. But rrrrith a good geam and "clean"

cotton or corn, a good workman with a cultivator (a machine that had two

small plows one of wt:.ch rar-I on each side of a row of plants) might be able

to cover uP to six acres a daY '

*.1ust after lg00 a Mexican worker on the farm made quite 3 ,ii'"'""
side income by catching rattlesnakes for a Zoo in San /\ntonio- He receivcd

$t. O0 per pound for live snakes. The.accompanying 'picture shotvs one of

his-largest--prizes .
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(' 
"colton chopping vrhiGh- wds =paid-for-by-the-acre women and)r1

chiJdrerr 
were glad to he1p. An average wor]<er (usually refemed to as a

,,,and,,) could chop two acres a day if there were few weeds. In this case

he simply walked slowly along the ror,v of cotton and chopped out the weeds

and surplus plants leaving the healthiest stalks about fifteen inches apart.

Ihe good worker advanced with a kind of rhythm. Raising the hoe waist or

shoulder high he brought it down rvith a healthy swing to cut up growing

weeds. Then fol].owed one or two effective short chops for petty weeds or

stal]<s of surplus cotton. As the hoe returned to its maximum height the

worker took a step forward and so was in a position for the next series of

stroj<es-thenrepeat,andrepeat.Ifthecottonvfasfreeofweedsthe

special effort of the vigorous stro]<e might be omltted: but in either case vocal

worl:ers inclulged in a sing-song chant of usually wordless tones. others,

especiatly if the cotton was ,'dirty,,, attended strictl), to business and

proceeded griml)' with their task '

By 1900 the continued grubbing had cleaned most of the pasture

Iand. The house, barn and v,ratcr tank area took u1: about three acres; the

little pasture about ten acres and the big pasture abo*t twenty acres.

sorghum and corn were planted for feed and usually too)< about ten acres.

This left about 150 acres for Cotton and an acre or so for George's freque't'I'hIS leir dJJuuL rJV crl,,.s't7 rvr vvubvr 
/

experinrents in garden trttcJ< or alfalfa, milo maizo and the lilr'e 1

During the tr-rorrerty-stricken clays of the middle ninetics there was

littl.e time for polirics. Indeecl, Ralph A. smith ("The Grange Moverrent in
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!exds,,, 
southwestern Hist. euar., )GII, No: 4 (Apr. 1939), p- 307) comments:

tt ,..the farrrrers during the middie nineties became So disgusted with organi-

zarionsof 
every type and so depressed by crop failures and six-cent cotton

that they lost interest in their o\ /n welfare - " Now the scene changed.

The whole nation was awakening and became conscious of the u'orld

as dwhole . Harper,s New Monthly Magazine from october to Decernber, rB99

ran.articles 
on The phirippines, The volcanic Andes, India, siberia, British

south Africa, china, Asia, central Asia, Russia in Asia and on the Dreyfus

caseand the British Ambassador Lord pauncefote. The local paper, The seg-uin

vr.erprls., 
for February 3, IBgg reported that a Japanese vessel had left

GalveSton witLr cotton for Japan and added ,,rvhen we secure the Nicaraguan

canal these vessels will be a conrmon sight at the wharves in Galveston ....

j),..),.ffi:i,;.-i;*.i::::lJ:li:;::^":'.]:-:*.,.|,:rJ
The l@ofSanMarcos,howeVer,waSbitterIy,"||-o,:^:?::,

i)"t< 'lvJ 'rioi,ili.rg 
(ir4arch 2, l8gg) that under "the rampant reign of

imperialismr,L

expansionian,, the Fecleral budget had approximately doubled its old figures.

Under the title of ,,Christianizing" it printed on October 5, 1899:

Forthegreedofgoldandthelustofland
ArmedtotheteeththeChristiansstand,
Torobtheheathenwithabloodyhand.

Kipling,s ]gVhjt.e Man,s Burden was quoted witl.r an introduction lvhiclr dul1,

referred to the verses'-1's "remar]<able" and stated that they "are understood to

be addressecr tc the American people, and intended to incite trrem to the

explOiting Of fire and SvyorCl as miSsiOnary agenCieS ' ' o 

"' 
Then VrTd'S quOted

(February 16, IB9B) a bitter parocly i'cluding such lirres as:
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Go, armed with boo]" and bullet,
TilI Tagal throats salute

Your boasted bird of freedolTl,
HaIf condor and half coot '

HowmuchofthisGeorgesawisunkiownbutitiscertainthat

some of it came his way' He' hor'rrever' was a product of the proud old

BritishEmpireandthecadencesofthewhiteMan.sBurdencertainlyappealed

to his spirit. He had an innate respect for the rights of class and accepted

the Darwinian thesis without hesitation ' His Mother's teachings and his

experiences in London all gave him an incipient missionary spirit ' I'ater

he was to buy 11," collected works of Theodore Roosevelt whom he considered

to be somehow misguided as a Republican ' but nevertheless a great man '

As for the new overseas possessions he more or less considered that these

were the natural acquisitions of a growing nation and a developing oeoole ' ,
\ ^^ rL^ ^-*^, ,/\ Uua not England done the same?

\ 
Its Llr{i DqrllE . 

\

1, ) 
"ame 

thc golden year I9o0' The depression was past and the \
i) ,/t/
/ boll vrcavil had not yet arrived in sufficient numbers to destroy the cotton

crop. The spa'ish war had brought new colonies alld a surge of confidence

and natio'alism that was reflected in the very tone of newspapers and

magazines ancr- in prodLlce markets. Nothing succeecrs rike success and the

furrerican people \Azere ,,on trreir way " . Even nature smiled. The rains wcre

just right. The cotton ficlcls of central Texas put ot'I a good crop ' ]ust when

the boils had matured and vrere ready to opetl came more rains. New growth

at the encls of the ccil_on bushes put on nelv b100ms and set a top crop, as it

was callecl. A fevu years rater the boll vreavil vrould have ruined this late
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crop, but here it was. The result was that George and Mary found thcm-

selves harvesting an unheard of bale of cotton for each acre plante,C.

The total crop in the nation was reported to be somewhat shorL

so the price was Quite-high even though the buyers were suspected of paying

:a=bi.t 
less than a proper price. George accorclingly held most of his cotton

and stored it at home. Toward the end of the season he carefully sampled

each bale by ripping open the bagging . Next he laid back the top la1,s1 .1

f.ibre that might have been stained and took out a generous handful of 1int.

This was carefully tied vrith string and labeled to indicate the bale from

which it was taken. Then with two flour sacks stuffed rvith sanrples he set

off. to mal<e the rounds of the markets of San Marcos and New Braunfels

to get bids . The next day, in spite of a late return the night before, he

took a nev/ tealn and set out for Seguin to get more bids for he had agreed

with the first sets of buyers that their bids would stand for forty-eight hours

only. A11 offers were based on the price of cotton at Galveston less the

costs of transporta.tion to tire port. A major difficulty lay in the estimation

of these costs. In calcr-rlating them the bul,ers natura!.Iy gave themselves

the benefit of all doubts. Cotton might dry out ancl lose several pounds per

bale in transit, and there vras alrvays the possibility that scales mjgirt vary.

Truth to telL these var .ltions v,,ere much more li)<ely to tal<e pJ.ace in local

scales and to the farmers' disadvantage than they were at the port where

government inspection was reas or:al>l1r effective .

When Gcorge got bacl<. fronr Seguin iL rvas about ten o'clocll at

night. As soolt as he drorre to the barrr and startecl to unlritch his tearn,
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\rary carled out: 'lrvhat did you get? " The weary rnan ans\ 7ered but his

voLcewas 
muffled by the clatter of the hames as they were tossed onto the

harness 
peg attached to the stable wall. lvVhat she thought she hea^t was

,,powr1,,. Had the price collapsed a half Cent Or so? If so, would the

previous high bidder honor his offer? If he did not the failure to sell the

previous day could easily mean a substantial loss. with a hear4; heart she

turned to get the warmed-over and long-delayed meal ready for the traveller'

scarcely able to choke back her disappointment

Seeing her despondent look George became concerned: 'What's

the matter? Are any of the children sick?"

"No. AII is fine 
"'

Then why so dourly (pronounced "dornrl)"') '*

Oh, George, I did so hope the price would ho}d. We have

waited "" ';t 
":::1r-r:r" 

,',.,d you r sot a dime, and the best bid

I got yesterday was nine and a half cents ' I sold every bale we have and

have the written agreelnent here. Day after tomorrow trvo wagons are to start

hauring the cotton to seguin, and you and I are going to san lr4arcos tonrorrow

to spend some money. while you buy cloth for new clothes for the fami).1' I

arn going to the lumbr:t Yard ' "

*Oirly occasionally did George or Mary indulge in O]-d Country

expressions or pronunciations. on coming to the Ner'v world they made it a

point to employ local pronunciations and lt'ord usage so long as they conformed

to good grammar. They *ere determined that their children should not be con-

sidered queer. After lr{ary had been in this country on}'y six months a neig}rl>or

gave her euiet enjoyment v'ith tl:e comnrent: 'l[hy, you spea]< English

surprisingly weII . "
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After some talking it was decided that Herbert would accompany

his parents to San Marcos with an extra team hitched behind the old hack.

Once in town the men visited two lumber yards and left at each a detailed

fist of the building supplies that would be needed for the new home. The

lists showed every item George estimated would be needed, from sills,

s1pddin9, ceiling and weather boarding to bricks and cement for two flues

and even building hardware. Meanwhile George and Herbert shopped for a

new Studeba]<er wagon.* This was necessary for the old wagon alone was

not likely to be able to stand the strain of the hear41 cotton marketing, plus

tlre
the hauling olbuilding material that was being bought. On returtr to the

lumber yards it was found that the best bid was a straight $ 14.00 per thousand

board feet for all lumber, except shingles, needed for the new house.

Meanwhile Mary had not been idle. First came purchases of

gingham and calico for dresses for herself and Ethel. Then came a frivolous

organcly with fancy lace for the girl, percale for Sunday shirts for the men

folks; bleached and unbleached domestic for underwear and splendid new

lengths of LO/A bed sheeting. This was enough cloth for one purchase.

Next came a dozen spools of J. & P. Goats serving thread in assorted sizes
c,l ,- lr.(fu1tt,.;

for fifty cents the dozen. Shoes and other item?awoutd have to wait. No,

not enough yet. A trip to the grocery store secured a 48-pound sack of flour

and the regular supply of frijoles and ntisceilaneous items. In keeping with

her new reckless spirit Mary added a dozen banauas and an equal number

of apples. The merchar:t said that oranges would not come in for another month.

*Farm wagons cost from $ 0S.00 to
advertisements in , P.

$ 75. 00 at the time. See
3.
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Then came the ultimate recklessness . Mary bought hvo of the

pewly,Hs;l;*hru.,s 
of peaches . George was very skeptical abcut these.

presewedfruits in grass were known to be safe but tin cans were reported

tobehighry 
poisonous if improperly sealed. The sequel came the next

sunday. when the family returr:ed from church they brought back a neighbor

family to eat sunday dinner. Meanwhile the cans of peaches had been placed

on a shelf on a prain piece of paper. Neither had oozed liquid in that positiou

for trruenty-four hours so presumably the bottoms were properly sealed ' Next

they were turned over on the other end for a second test - similar negatirre

results. Now George and Mary proceeded with the final step as the guests

looked on. Each can was carefully watched as a can opener punctured the

rid to see if any of the conte,ts spewed out (another danger signal) ' AlI

remained quiet. The guests were warned of the impendi,g hazard and were

offered cake if they preferred not to risk eati,g the suspect food ' They aIl

agreed to ta],,e the risr<, pronouilced the dish delectable - and suffered no

ill results '

Nextcametheexcitinghousebuilding.Oneoftheneighborswas

knov,rn to be a good builder. George as]',ecl hinr to take charge of the worJ< for

il: - r --^.r- ^^{.,^ (e nn

three rveeks to oet well urrdcr way. As foreman he was to receive $3 ' 00 per

day. Before he arriVc,.i George and the boys ceremonio.rsry we't to the selected

spot directly o, the top of Rattlesnal<e Hilr. The honse was to be e>"actly

oriented to face the north. Accordingly the base line was run aftcr dus]< onc

night so tr-rat the ho*se \vould face directly to the North star. Next day the
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carfiers of the building were established and holes dug for the corner posts

af.beauy cedar logs. Various neighbors had offered a day of work in the

spirlt of the old frontier tradition. They were all told to wait until a certain

day far the roof raising vrhen extra help would be needed. Meanwhile George

arrd, eLghteen-year-old Herbert and the foreman had worked steadily . Frank,

at a busy nine years of age could fetch and carry effectively but the youngest

bc,y at four \ras doubtless more of a nuisance than he was worth. Sills were

laid, studding erected and rafters cut'

At dar,vn on the appointed day the neighbors and their wives appeared.

Ihe men brought their hammers, saws and other tools they thought might be

needed,. The women brought along small children v,rho could not be left behind,

and al,so, food such as cakes and pies. The result was a jolly day for aII

while tj:e men worked steadily. "Drinkings " composed of lemonade, hot

coffee and small cakes were sent to the workers (a coffee break) at 10:00

o,clocl:. After a generous dinner at L2:00 noon the men returned to the

job and by nightfall the most difficult part of setting the rafters had reached

the point vrhere it cor-rld be finished with limited help. By sundcnryn men

tjred from hear,4,, v,rork and stuffed with a large dinner as well as refreshments

at mid-morning ancl mid-afternoon took their equally tired families to their

o\Arn homes to do their chores and get to bed'

a livi,ng

north to

The six room house contained a kitchen of about 10 x 12 feet;

room of aboui. 14 x 22 feet; a hall that ran through the house from

south providing a breezervay in hot rnzeather measured 12 x 1B feet;
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the haII completed the building ' The front bedroom

architectural triumph and boasted a hexagoual style
and wo bedrooms beYond

was for Ethel ' It was an

"g;!*rwith windorvs in each of the northwestern, northern and northeastern

exposures. Behind this and also opening off the haII was George and Mary's

room . r.ater what was called the ,,new " room was brought up from the old

house to be added below George and Mary's room to form a distinct r to

the buitding. rn front was a small porch and at the back w-as'a long garlery

{i;;i south and west arong both sides of the L . In the "new" room the

boys had their domain '

TYansportingtheroomtoitslocationwasajobinitself.Bydint

of hard work and levers the room was raised to rest on skids ' Unfortunately

there had rece,tly been hearry rains and the only road between the two

houses was the ,,turning row,,where plows turned around in cultivating the

crops. That black waxy soil was both slippery and sticky. six horses and

it P 
-aq{*5n*irrr-r rrr haul th" lSr#across the fietd. The

mules were hitche$lo-the:contraption to haul the

animals were straining to trreir utmost but showed signs of flagging' once

the forward movement stopped it would be next to impossible to start again '

George, Ilerbert ancl the two Mexican helpers were shouting and cracking

their whips, apparently in vain ' one of the horses named "Prince " was a

buggy horse that had been impressed for this special job' To urge him to

greater effort George stnrc]: the animal with his whip. That was too much '
i{.:

the high-spirited anjmal rn'hich v/as already doing his best';toPped in his

trac]<s and barked. shouts and blows were useless, he was through. In due
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lime another animal was added to the team and the*room w'as-moved but Prince

,", l$$+"qi !..fi i*o3;h?;'. ;;l : t;"Xt ;;n|i" u,,* u, rv ourd periodica rry I /, 
" 

r.' a tre

asserl his new found independence '
th< ne.tr)

The four year old boy was amazed at such affluence, then became

fa''i l1
quite corrcerned lest then mighi not have enough buckets to catch water from

leaks from so much roof space. The nerar structure had double walls with

sheeting on the inside of the studding. Then came the ultimate in the way

of gracious living: waII paper for the living room, the hall and the two main

bedrooms to take the place of the old ne\^'spapers that had been pasted up

to help seal the cracks in the old one-walled house. There was wainscoting

aroundthelivingroomandthehall_andthefloorswerevarnished.Tlre

windov; sashes vTere counter-balanced by weights and did not have to be

propped open. On top of all that, the outside of the house was painted '
a',/L

As Ethel put it: "It is not too bad to chop cotton lf a fler'son can come to a

place like this . "

Next came agonizing sessions with the Montgomery Ward and

Company catalogue. Freight irom Chicago to San Marcos was about $1' 60

per hundred pounds (depending on typc of goods to be transported) ' By

waiting from two to four weeks for the freight deliveries mail order buying
i., -1"rr-. ,l"t;t'n-'' t

offered greater variety 5:nd cheaper prices than could be secured at-the local

,. ,. S'c.1,..i ". 
.

storcs-.'

Naturally the lL?d1";nerchants heartily resented this competition.

Their attitucle was reflected in the local newspapers ' Ihe Seguin Enterorise



on November B ' 1901 suggested that customers write

and Oompany and Montgomery Ward and Company to

-I18-

and ask Sears Roebuck

contribute to local churches

and to rocal efforts to fight the boll weavil. The Ha's countv Times oune 23,

1905) Wanted to know which mail order house would exchange merchandise

f.or the farmers, ,,wheat, oats , corn, beans, butter, eggs and hay . " what

about sheep and hogs ? Did mail orcler houses support schools, aid in

building roads and bridges and help with town, county and state expenses ?

when such arguments feII on deaf ears and the 1ocal forks continued to

spend their money where they could get cheap goods the attacks became

more vicious. sears of the sears Roebuck firm was pictured as a shyster

and trickster u,ho had gotten rid of his partner though the partner's name

was stil used in the firm. This con'rpany was accused of having bought

3,000 bicycles at a blanket price of $6.50; all alike except for color'

These were retailed at three prices: g12.6s; $2I.50 and $20.50' \Arhatever

kind was ordered,the same article vfas sent. A similar practice was said to

be follovr.,ed with ntens' suits though they were retailed in thrce price ranges

at $ tZ.SO,$fS.00 and $18.00 (Ihe SesuinEnterprise, April 26' 1907)' When

such charges came to the attention of George he would simply slrrug them

off with the statement that he preferred to buy k:cally. r,r'here he could see

his goods before purchaserbut that the squawks of rocal nrerchants i,dicated

that they were substituting noise for qtrality.

After careful consideration dining room table and twelve chairs

of golden oa]< were selected. For the tr,vo nelv bedrooms there were golde'
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oak dressers and wash stands to accomn:odate a wash basin with pitcher,

and a commode modestly placed in a closed cabinet belovr the wash basin '

The beds were the latest model iron steads vvith brass trimmings. when the

orderwas at last completed, checked and double checked, it was mailecl

iitrxictus
to Ghicago. After an ag.dniii.ig wait came the breath-taking notice from the

railroad freight office that eight boxes and crates of household goods and

furniture were at the freight depot av;aiting delivery. If these were not

claimed within a given period they might be returned to the sender, or migitt

be sold at auction to defray shipping costs. How ridiculous could a great

corporation become !

Herbert was commissioned to go to torvn to claim the shipntent.

He was cautioned and recautioned to exarnine every crate and box to be sure

no darnage had been suffered in shipnrent' He took along two heaw wagon

sheets (untreated tarpaulins) to cover the wagon in casc of rain on the return

trip. Though he returned home werl after dar]< trre whole famil), was at the

front door awaiting hirn. As soon as George was assured that a'll was well

he issued the dictum that the 10ad r,vould remai-n untouched until mor,ing for

there \ 7as no danger of rain. He well kner'v that there v;ould be no sleep if

those boxes ancr crates werc opened. The ncxt mo,ring the wagon proceeded

to the New House and the beautifr-rI new acquisitions were reverently unpac]"ed

and placed in thcir appoirlted places '

Ar-rotfier of the nev/ Iuxuries acquired in the next year or so \ 7as a

fine carriage to take the place of the old hacl< that had long since seen its
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best days ' The old vehicle r ras little more than a flat box constructed

across two axles and resting on simple springs ' The new vehicle was

entirely different ' Its bottom curved sharply upwards just behind the front

seat. This allowed the front wheels to swing back under the conveyance

,,''rasharpturn'-4e"\"sAb""rJr"r'rsp'rf'zrifl''a'tl'e.^'a''Jahet"p/it|l':
?: '""?: "r'a,i*"",1""*=,n=rr+4;r',*]:ril::,.['{'#];'; [i. i;",us'"',' .o 1" ' " 'j " 

J ' u

t I - ------lrEsgrm',< 
I;.;;i,,li:r^i"l+:I*fuiJrrun*rs:diaryt recoFds that.on sunday (February I,

1903): 'lVe got the hanging lamp today from Mrs ' Watsons as the mail

carrier brought and left it at Mrs ' Watson's on Fri' ' ' ' "' 
The bo)' was too

g'c' 
"*t'' 

es that were placed alongside thc
larse to Srli.ilii-tn" nerar R'F'D' mail box'

main road so a thoughtful mail carrier had left lt at a neighbors rather than

run the risk of its being stolen if Ieft in the open beside the Gallcott box'

The next day the larnp was installed' and a man'elous thing it was ' It was

suspendedbyaningenioussetofsmallchainsthatlvereattachedtospiral

springs in a brass holder' The holder itself was screrved firmly to a ceiling

joist of the room ' lhe springs were adjusted to such a tension that the lamp

coulcl bc lowered or raised and yet would stay at any required height ' It

was a beautiful if somewhat gaudy thil]g with nickle and brass ornarnentation '

The circular wick, called a sun-burner' was about two inches in diameter

and gave far more light than the olcl straight wick lamps that were calried

around the house ' OI course it burned l<erosene but could illumine a rathcr

Iarge room . A tinted glas s shade some twent), incrrcs in diameter w-ith a

*This diary
son, from February I,

(see illustration on

lgOZ until Idarch,
p. ) was kePt bY I'::an)<', the second

1908.
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circular hole in the top for the chimney covered l,he:v,rhore--and' served as a

refrector. 
Dependent from the shade were cut glass crystals. Maybe a

bit ornate but it was a symbol of beauty , culture and comfort. Ethel, about

Seventeen 
once more expressed her pride: "This is a house to live in"'


