
W. Hard Time g

Kyle1 Texas, uas five years oId when George and l'lary arrived in

..tthsabeenestablishedasadepotbytlrelnterrrationa].andGreat

:hern RalLroad on 200 acres of land deeded by the idoore and Kyle fam-

rs (Annle ir'Iay lrllller, ttThe Hlstory of Kyle' Texasrr 1'A' Thesls' San

)os State College, ]950) ' It ls no eight r'i5'1es north of San l'{arcos

twenty-one m1les south of Aust'in though ln the lBBOrs the dlrt road

bances were Sreaber ' Lulingr where the helands ]lved' vlas sonle

nty-flve miles to the southeast'

The frontier was tre re ' Thg- Ls] i nli- g e!-!!!g-l' (tssues of i'tay 9' l-B?B

July 2!, 1B7B) reported on the activities of the train robber-outlar'r

Bass who cere to hls vtolent end at Round Rock just a few ralles north

Austiin. The s a:::e newspaper matter of factly reported that a Negro man

uhlte r.roinan had eloped from l'iall{er County to }louston' The marr tras

:en into cus tody for carrylng conc'raled Neapons and abduction of the

--- 4

The picture ls
A,l: l i .-^'.*{-:=

an ac tua] d.rawinS of the fit"s t callcott house 1r-r
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. Fi fLeen or twenty men met the constable and got his key to the

gltt' o!-^*^n* rFlao r qnoyr 'l qnrrr.ri.- oJ'l rr f i ni ehes i ts st.or.w uli til
^f confinement. The paper Laconlcally finlshes its story vri t1:. +.he

fion,e "'

s;-,iaLemesf' 
thrat ebou: tltt".:t shot-gun tn:t.: ":.: t:t: u 

Tu ::"t., ::"sv" -

i,ur'o 
was f ound uu": with 

- 
"::t :::":ounds" 

of bucksho t in his bodv

r..rinn SentineJ., APrll 16, 1878)'
(fhe r'u'.""" - - "

fhe cattle drives reported by George ha<l reached thol:' peak in 1885

$d. LgB5, but the next I'ear drought caused. many cattle to die of starva-

tlon. foo, the comlng of barbed wlrer ttle arrival of large nurnber s of

farners 
and the completlon of rallroads r+hl ch provlded trans por tati on- -

all those combined to brlirg about the decline of the open range.

(Brrpert Norval Elchardson, Texas: The Lone Star Stete ' Engler'rood

cliffs, N.J.r Prentice-IIaI1, Inc', 1!!8, pp' 250-253)'

The tuo years spent by George and i'f ary ln Kyle vrere difficult ones.

John lroland uho llveci ln Luling still ran hls llve stoclt on tl.e open

ranger but George was CetermJned to go into the rapldly expandlng cotton

cultur.e. Of course he l(new nothlng at af1 of Texas farmlng' Hls only

oxperience was on an Engllsh farn: at !\ degrees nor'uh l-atltucic. This v;ar

scarcely cornparable to farmin6 at J0 degrees Iatitudc ln a contlnental

climate. He reuted unbroi<en, i.e. uncultivatcd, land front onc l'lr' H' Hcl

man, a Germar merchant 1n Kyle and bought two yoke of oxen' By nlgirtfall

the newcomer lres achlng ln every ntuscle and bone frorn argulng with slou

ar:d stubborn oxen $hlIe trying to break up the touS]: prerlrle land wl th

s heavX hanC-gulded Pl.ott.

Day after day brought the dry, b:'lttle, hc1 t hal'd glare of cloudlest

sklos that by afternoon sent the mercury above thc hundred degree tnarli.

English woolen clothlng sultal:Ie foz' Ilal lfax or Yorlrs}rlre tuhere elghty

deglee temperatures Warralt,.;ed the terrn I'heat tavett lras herc a tcl'ture. l:

f-ha-lroi--^-+- 'l aanarl fni. t-}:re ^qoit focs of,. the- O1d Ooranarlv ar fo-rr the--br
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b.eak, cold and clammy haunts of Halifax with their curse of tuberculosis.

The weather itself was something they couldn not get used to.

They were accustomed to a climate where the daily range was seldom more

than ten degrees but not the Texas daily range of thirty degrees . In addition

therewas the periodic spasm of nature locally referred to as a Norther.

These blasts from the uninhibited North PoIe swept down across the plains

with frightening rapidity. A balmy mid-day in a matter of hours turned into an

alarming and dangerous nightmare of sleet mixed with a little driving snow. A

midday temperature of 66 degrees could turn to a mere 6 degrees twelve hours

later. A whimsical local interpretation, with a mixture of the OId South and

the lgexican west, is seen in this description from The People's Era of

San Marcos (Februarl' I 6 , 18 9 9) :

Ihe-Nawther

O the wind is blowin' troo de air,

The 'possum shivers in his lair,

The jassax bac]<s up anywhere

To keep the bla$t ofn his hair.

O for a woody pile of wood !

O for a massy mass of brush !

O for a nigger vrith an ax !

O that the blasted blast

would hush ! ! Caramba !

--- -Wooriyard Kihplun
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ct^
During the first summer of so George suffered seriously vrith

oorfirnonprickly 
heat. It covered his body but he refused to stop or to

cater to it. Next the plague formed huge welts which itched intolerably.

When infected and rubbed by sr,veaty clothing the welts became crusted

sores that would break open with a deep breath or unusual movement .

Another new pest was the millions of redbugs, or chiggers, that infested
'"reeds.

pastures and thrived on farm wee[s-. These almost microscopic pests clung

to a worker's clothing by the scores. Next they found their way up the

unwilling hosts' Iegs to imbed themselves in soft human skin. As they dug

theirway in, a round inflameclwelt half an incr, in diameter formed. After

about a week they died in situ but by that time others had llkely been accumu-

lated bY the haPless victim

As the second year came on and drought parched the fields, it

becanre evident that there would be little cotton to seII to bring in cash at
*

the end of the year's work. The amazing variation in rainfall in Central Texas

was something that had not been counted on. Exact figures for 1B87 are not

available but the clrought was so severe that cattle died by the thousands

for lack of food and water on the ranges. The variation is illustrated by the

reports (The Sequin Enterprise, January 10, 1902) for Guadalupe County.

In 1gB9 and 1Bg0 the rainfall was 41.35 and 37.60 ili'-':hes respectively, but
C: a5l'v

in IB92 and 1Bg3 it dropped to 15.00 and I6.30 inches_:/Jhe Callcott'srSeserves

were dwindllirt fast. Mary finally too];. matters into her cnnrn hancls. She went

to see Mr. Hellman, the German o\ rner of the store in I(yIe where the family

'rJ,tz l- l

'k-t'-o litl'
,
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hadbeen 
making essential purchases and from whom they \^'ere renting their

land. she asked him for some wheat flour and some extra sugar. How these

Enqlishfolkdiddisliketheeverpresentcornbread.
,What for such expensive nothings?" was the suspicious inquiry.

Mary unfolded her plan. She wanted the makings for a cake for

Qeorge,s 
birthduy, but did not want the items to be added to the family's

account at the store. The agreement previously made was that the regular

account would be settled when the cotton was-so1d. In the first place the

prices crrarged for goods sold on credit were excessively high. In addition,

therewas customarily a flat ro% interest added to the price even though the

period between purchase and payment was in no case more than eleven months

and might be as little as two weeks, depending on the date the purchase was

made . 
.

Mary pointed out that many men in the community wanted to buy

work clothes because they had no women to sew for them. she proposed that

]y[r. Hellman provi.de her with cloth and let her ma]<e work pants. HaltingIy

she said that hc could pay her whatever he felt they were worth - somewhat

reluctantly the merchant measnred off enough heavy cloth to rnake two pairs

of pants.

of course Mary had no machine so the wcl'I: had to be done by

hand.Thenbeganfourlongagonizingdaysasshedoublesti.tchedallthe

seams and maneuvered to get pockets, the crotcl'r and other difficult spots

stitched togetrier. In the process a pair of her husband's English trousers had
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toberiPPed 
aPart so that she

Lt. Then in fear and trembling

gerentY-six hours of labor'

could decide what to do next and how to get at

she went back to the store after an estimated

The German took the garments, looked at the double stitched seams,

pulled and tugged at possible points of strain, then grunted: "Ach ! You

work too hard. Stitch 'em up! Stitch 'em up so I can sell 'em. Ttren if thel'

corne to pieces, let somebody else sew 'em back together- " Saying no more,

he took fifty cents from the cash drawer, subtracted twenty-five cents for

the cake makings and handed her the remaining two-bit piece. Next, he

o,fi off. enough material for six more pairs of work pants. soon he wanted

her to make work shirts too. A little trickle of cash began to come into the

family coffers. IVIr. Hellman had the reputation of being a shrewd trader but

Mary appreciated the fact that she always seemed to get goodmeasure for all

she bought, and even a piece of candy would at times be quietly added to

the package for each of the little tots '

On another occasion the German merchant was driving along the

road that passed the end of the field where George was working. spring

rains had come just as the cotton was planted. Grass and weeds sprang up

and threatened to choke out the young cotton. George was desperately at

wor]< when he noticed that Mr . Hellman had stopped rtis buggy and was

waiting for him to reach the end of his ro\M. When he got there the conversation

ran:

"You 'ave got weeds. Why you not buy help? "
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,'I have already borrowed too much money from you and did not

Want to ask for more ' " was the rep}y '

"VeIl . You not get heIP; You lose

you already owe at store ' Come see me and

you Save croP and I get mY moneY' "

Under such conditions there was little time or interest to be
;i (" G'"r'^f B

spent on local or national politics . What mattere)lo:hem whether the new

state capitol building of which Texas was to be so proud was built of limestone

or ofgranite? Actually it was to be finished in 1BBB but there is no record

that either George or lr4ary even thought of making the twenty-five mile trip

to see the handsome granite structure. lvllhat mattered it to them that in 1BB2

the cornerstone of the west wing of the Main Building of the University of Texas

had been laid and that the enrollment was creeping up to about 300 students ?

Indeed, what mattered it to them that a hair cut could be had for twenty cents

and a hair trim for ten cents ? They dj.d not have such money and Mary learned

to cut her husbancl's hair as weII as litt1e Flerbert's shaggy locks.

Litt1e dreaming of the economic disasters facing the country, and

indeed facir-rg the world at the tinre, after two years at KyIe George and Mary

i'", *J ",
decided they were anxior/s to proceed on their own. John lreland* had done

rather weII at Luling. Now he and George decided tc' buy land on the prairie

ten miles by dirt road south of san Marcos and about twenty-four miles from

*This John Ireland is
Guadalupe CountY Whq had the

your crop and I lose my money .

get money for help. That way

not to be confused r';ith the resident of
same name and becarnc Governor of Texas.
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Ltrling. This brought them within sixteen miles of Seguin and a little

further 
from N er"r Braunfels ' George was to do the work' for his Pather-in-Iaw

gas showing his age and none too strong ' Here on Rattlesnake HiIl lohn

feland bought something over two hun&ed acres of rich black land whose

ohief handicap was a very large quantlty of "rocks" (nobody ever called

them "stones") that made cultivation difficult '

TheCountyseatwasseguin'OfthistowntheCityDirectory

of 1938 reported: "In the seventies Seguin was considered a rather tough

td,/n, the gay and festive cowboys were plentiful and ran horse races in the

sffeets and amused themselves also by shooting holes through the merchants'

signs. " With the coming of the railroad in 1876 came "the usual crowd of

sambrers and other bad characters' n And t* 
:?r'::,t:.,:1,t": 

t:$t7.:::.-,., 
h, ",,.,

Mary had this as their county seat just as the o1d-days'of-'the=ccmrboys 'were

]*]l .a ttre wc'-lJ "t t'lze c''!'Jr""'ys'

Leing-ruine d-bylheinva s ion-of-the'{armers'

lwo houses were on the new farm' The one occupied by the Irelands

was reasonably adequate for the tr'vo of them no\ 7 that all of their children

were marriecl or had Ieft home ' Like all houses in the community it stood

abouttwofeetabovetheground.supportedbycedarpostsatintervalsof

about eight feet as a foundation ' Such an open space under the floor gavc

cruel access to cold air which swept beneath the single layer of floor boards

and penetrated freely through the cracl<s ' Bricks rru'ere entirely too scarce for

a continuous underpenning all around the house' and to build closer to the

ground was to provide skunks, possums' snakes and other "varmints " (to say
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nothifig 
of wood-ants or termites) a good hiding place - The house boasted

a fireplace 
made of bricks that had been brought from New Braunfels, and of

firne, 
mortar and cement that was reasonably available from the limestone

hi,, country above san Marcos. cooking was done over an open fireplace'

and later over a vrood-burning stove whose 5 t/2 tnch stove-pipe projected

through 
the side wall of the kitchen '

George and Mary were to live in a simple two-room house, later

known as the ,'old House". It had nothing so ambitious as a fireplace but

used a wood-burning stove in the kitchen-living room. rater, another room

was added and a pot-bellied heating stove acquired. There was no attempt

to instalr a flue so again the stove-pipes simpty projected through the wall

or roof . The kitchen was about ten feet by ten feet, while the family room

was about eleven by fourteen feet and a new room added a few years later

was some ten feet by twelve feet. only the new room had double walls

since aII lumber had to be brought from East Texas and then had to be

hauled out into the country. The two rooms of the original building had a

simple frame of. 2" x 4 "s, undressed, with boards nailed on the outside '

The roof was covered with cedar shingles nailed to undressed I " boards

which varied in width from about four to eight inches, depending on the

thickness of the tree from which they were cut. The untrimmed edges of the

boards, often with bits of bark adhering to thenr, were croo]<ed and provided

interesting patterns or scallops for an ailing person l)'ing on his back and

gazing up at them. After a few years the shingles driecl out and some of them
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were brown off so that the rain could trickle through to the rooms

below. 
Whenever the youngsters heard a few drops faII they woulcl gleefully

scramble 
to the kitchen to get pots and pans to place on the floor under the

leaks '

Here on the prairie George and Mary joined the vanguard of farmers

as they invaded the old cowmen's territory. The ranchers bitterly resented

these newcomers who fenced their lands to protect growing crops from cattle

that had once roamed freely . Not only were grazing rights involved but

the fences frequently separated a rancher's cattle from their accustomed

waterhores. Fence cutting had been rampant for some years.* 
,

A few miles from the new farm was the home of a blunt ranchman

who sent word by one of his cowboys that if that damn farmer Callcott did

not get out of the country his widow would have to take his children back to

England. The messenger adcled that the rancher said he would be around in

two days and expected to find the house empty, or at least that the wagon

**jri-oe toaded and the family ready to leave.

On the morning of the second day George was in his new field

turning over some sorghum hay that he had recently cut and left on the glound

to dry. Soon the rancher and his man rode up'

*Henry D. McOallum ("Barbed V/ire in Texas", Southwestern

Historical Quarterlv, vol . IXI, No. 2 (Oct., 1957), p' 2171 states that the
d"r,ras" bet*e"r 1880 and I8B5 done by the cutters amounted to an estimated

$Is,OOO,O00.Ihesamewriterreportsadvertisementsofrevrardsfor
apprehension of fence cutters from Boerne in 1889, and reports of trouble
in uvalde county in 1893 and in Brown county in 1898 where threats of death,

stock poisoning and dynamiting of homes were exchanged. In 1884 the Texas

State legislature had made fence cutting a felony but the abuse continued, and

The Sequin Enterprise was still publishing offers of rewards from the Governor
^ 15,*^.5!. r.on, ,.EL^ c*,i-
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orac*edor 
were blown off so that the rain could trickle through to the rooms

beLatt 
whenever the youngsters heard a few drops fall they woulcJ gleefully

scramb.e 
tothe kitchen to get pots and pans to place on the floor under the

leaks '

Here on the prairie George and Mary joined the vanguard of farmers

as they invaded the old cowmen's territory. The ranchers bitterly resented

these newcomers who fenced their lands to protect growing crops from cattle

that had once roamed freely. Not only were grazing rights involved but

thefencesfrequent1yseparatedarancher.scatt1efromtheiracCustomed

waterholes. Fence cutting had been rampant for some years.* 
,

A few miles from the new farm was the home of a blunt ranchman

who sent word by one of his cowboys that if that damn farmer Callcott did

not get out of the country his widow would have to take his children back to

England. The messenger adcled that the rancher said he would be around in

wvo days and expected to find the house empty, or at least that the wagon

*gij-ri=oe toaded and the family ready to leave.

On the morning of the second day George was in his new field

turning over some sorghum hay that he had recently cut and left on the gpund

to dry. Soon the rancher and his man rode up'

*Henry D. Mccallum ("Barbed V/ire in Te>:as ", Southwestern

Historical Quarterlv, vo1 . IXI, No. 2 (Oct. , 1957) , P' 217) states that the

damage between IBB0 and IBBS done by the cutters amounted to an estimated

$18,000,000. The same writer reports advertisemeuts of rev'rards for

apprehension of fence cutters from Boerne in 1889, dDd reports of trouble
in Uvalde County in 1Bg3 and in Brown County in IB9B where threats of death,

stock poisoning and dynamiting of homes were exchanged. In 1884 the Texas

State legislature had made fence cutting a felony but the al:use continued, and

The Sequin Enterprise \A,as still pubtishing offers of rewards from the Governor

of tf,e State, for upprehension of fence cutters as late as 1902 (The Sequin

Enterprise, July 25 , I902I
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rr[5 ]our name George Callcott ? "

"Yes ' "

,,Didn,t you get the message I sent you day before yesterday?"

'ryes' "

,rv\re1l, whY ain't you loading that wagon?"

,,Mr , I have bought this land and I expect to stay here . "

,,Do you mean to say that after I sent you word that I would shoot

you if you did not leave , you came out to this fierd without a gun ? "

,,yesr,,was the surprising answer. "I knew that you would have

your gun and I knew that I am hot tempered. I decided that two armed fools

out herg would be sure to get into trouble. But I have heard that you are not
'*' 

.., r,J uJ'' i( 't o'(

u 
"o*ur%,o. 

shoot an unarmed man . So I thought maybe we could talk like

reasonable men instead of trying to kill each other. "

The answer was a pause. Then: "By God, this country needs men

like you even if you are a damned farmer.''

The ranchman rode off and the two families remained respectful,

if cool, acquaintances until the ranch was broken up and sold to more farnrers.

To protect his animals in the early days George had recorded his

own brand in Hays Gounty in lBB6. This was a heart with a horizontal bar

through it-$-. The symbol was burned on the left slioulder of horses and the

right side of cattle. (See cop), of registratiorr certj.ficate on p. ). Later,

when fencing became general the further branding of aninrals was unnecessary.

Fences were essential for the farmers. lv\randering cattle would

seriously damage cotton and a herd of cattle v,rould whorly destroy growing corn
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or sorghum 
(cane). To reproduce the rair fences of the old East was out of

the gr)estion for there was no timber for rails. stone fences were equally

irnpossible 
because of lack of adequate building stones on the prairie. Anyway,

;t .1.: .i', a t <

who could build a stone fence around a hundred and fifty acres of lan{o

provideprotectionagainstalong-hornsteer?
The answer was found in the irr.r"frion of barbed wire that had first

beenplaced 
on the market by I. F. Glidden in L874. By IB90 its price had

dropped until it could be had at $3.50 per hundred pounds ' Depending on

the number of points or barbs , and the distance between the barbs , the

average roII at that time weighed from 90 to 1r0 pounds and contained eighw

rods*, or one quarter of a mile of wire. This meant sixteen rolls of wire

for a four-wire fence at a cost of $55.00 were needed for a quarter of a

section of land even if the land tvere in the shape of a perfect square. By

extensive foraging mesquite posts might be found but these were usually crooked

and hard to use. Cedar posts coulcl be had in the hiII country at a distance

of ten to twenty miles . A trip by oxen for that distance, horvever, over the

ill-defined roads of the time was a chore indeed. Evetr so, the posts cost

$8.00 to $ t0.00 per hundred at the cedar brakes. To fence his land George

needed about S50 posts if they were placecl ten feet apart or nearly 650 if

they were eight feet apart for an effective fence. f[e:i] that number of post-

holes had to be hacked out of the stubborn soil that had a layer of gravel about

twelve inches below the surface. Rough, hard and expensive work indeed for

a man ancl an eight to ten year old boy'

*Five and one-half Yards = 1 rod'
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Food was monotonous. In spite of coming from old England

oeither 
George nor Mary had ever learned to like cabbage even rn'hen at

fis best; and cabbage planted in central Texas with jts early summer heat

soofl developed a particularly strong flavor. The same was true of turnips '

NI eff.orts to raise Brussels Sprouts and cauliflower brought poor results

in that hot and dry climate. Fortunately beef was generally plentiful and

eachyear 
the young family tried to secure a pig or two that could be fed on

p,-i,',ide 1.neet f.,"

table scraps and field corn to ber.eadyJoruse,i.n the winter. corn meal used

as mush for breakfast and as bread at other meals was a staple of diet but

these English folk never learned to like either hoe cake, corn breacl, or any

other variety of corn food. 'lvheat was made for man, corn for barn yard

animalsr,,George was wont to say. yet, Iike it or not, it had to be used.

Tonratoes , squash, string beans and other vegetables were planted each

spring with varying but fair results '

san Marcos, the shopping center, was a long ten miles away and

over roads that were little more than trails. * To make the trip took about

two hours in a buggy drawn by a team. In the early days George had no

buggy so the trip took doubte that amount of time by wagon and mules ' If it

was underta]<en by oxen the trip became a two-day enterprise, olle to go to

town and another to return. For Mary with her migra.l-'re headaches and srnall

children, such an unclertaking was too much to contemplate more than once or

twice a year .

*San Marcos v./as a tovyn of |,232 ln 1BB0

next ten years but then remained stationary and only

in 1900. By 1910 it had reached th e 4,000 marJ<.

that grew rapidly in the
reported 2,292 inhabitants
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Mary's efforts to gain a few extra cents by sewing, ds at KyIe,

were now wholly fruitless. About once a month George made the trip for

salt, oatmeal, coffee, sugar, flour, dD occasional quart of vinegar or a

gaL.on of molasses, and a yearly purchase of pepper corns that could be

ground as needed in the coffee mill . In spite of vigorous washing after such

use the old mill provided coffee with a strangely piquant flavor for a number

of days '

Also this English family made a special effort to get tea. Pinally

lhey found a grocery store in San Marcos whose proprietor would order a

three-pound canister for them. To their delight when it arrived it carried

the beloved English name of Lipton's. Such a frivolous purchase was unheard

of in central Texas at the time but if a customer wanted it the grocer was

willing to accommodate. Here by careful hoarding was creature comfort

for a few months.

On one of his trips to town George came bac]< proudly bringing

along a box in the back of the wagon . It was dark when he got home and

the children were in bed. The next morning they were told to go out on the

galtery borch) and looJ< in the box they vrould find there. Soon two excited

youngsters raced into the kitchen to know if they could feed the two hens

and a rooster that their father had brought home.

Some weeks later came the proud day when one of the hens

not want to leave the nest r,r,here she had been leaving an occasional

which tracl been so carefully collected and carried irrto the housc. In

did

egg

the hot
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surnmer weather the eggs would spoil in a very few days. As a result only

three were on hand for the lady hen to "set" on. A trip to Grandmoiher's

house a hun&ed and fifty yards away brought four more. Mary then took a

hand and walked a mile to visit a German neighbor who had recently moved

Jnto the community. Here three more eggs were borrowed and the ten were

eagerly given to the would-be mother' Unfortunately, she was of the

temp ramental semi-Leghorn variety. She broke one of the eggs, then got

tired of her seif-imposed task and left her nest after two weeks of effort. AII

the egg s were ruined'

Meanwhile her companions were roosting by night in a small and

scrubby hackberry tree that was about thirty feet from the house. one night

the hen disappeared, though in the momlng a few feathers were found on the

ground under the tree. The next night was bright moonlight so George quietly

waited. As suspected, a short time after the kerosene lamp had been put out

\ a coyote slunk through the bushes. He approached the tree where the rooster

) g.l i1 'r '-e 'r' r"''l
i *ur restlessly sleeping alone. The animal began to circlc the tree silently.

S v.f - t-".,1 '-\.: 
c- irc. l' '' O rr ri i rr-. :i f .

'I The fearful rooster kept turning his head to Iollovn.'-the^aninral-irround=the' tree-.-

Y After two or three circles of the coyote the bird was dizzy and staggering as

I he tumed. Meanwhile the animal quietly moved closer to the tree to catch
)-.tt
'r- the fowl when he felt. Just before this happened, hovrever, a pistol shot
'a\

: I ended the matter and the next morning a coyote carcass was buried. Later

t'\i'.1 '\another hen was acquired that paid more attention to her maternal duties.

,/ Bird life in the area lvas plentiful. *- There lvere the very obvious,

*For a scierrtific account of Texas bird life see:



-87 -

big and ugly turkey buzzards ' Periodically a pair established a nest' merelv

a few sticks rudely gathered in a srnall pile and located in a clump of thornl'

chaparral, 
there to hatch out two tawny colored young' Attractive at first'

theirbabydownsoongavewaytodirtybrownlsh-blackfeathers.Meanwhile

partly cleaned bones of dead carcasses brought in by the parent birds accumulated.

As days passed the stench of decaying flesh became overpowering until at

last the Young birds could flY'

then there were the ovrls. The screech o\ 7I was a "cute" Iittle

feIIbW, generally popular for he fed chiefly on field mice, small vermin and

other birds. The reqular barnyard owl was a mortal enemy of chickens and

was to be shot on slght. Hawks felt into similar categories, with the little

sparro, hawk considered a slight nuisance only, but the chicken hawk, with

his characteristic white band across his tail., could expect no quarter.

The careless dove frequently made her nest in the cotton rolffs '

As the laborer advanced across a field behind his plow suddenly in front of

him would scramble out a sorely crippled, fluttering bird' Giving chase

caused the panic stricken creature to move a bit faster but only a few feet

in front of her pursuer as she sought to toll the enemy from her cherished nest.

The experienced workman merely glanced at the faithful creature as he guided

his plow to miss the nest. No one wanted to break uiJ a dove's nest. They

ate hated insects and provided good food and good sport when srown 7'LTCx\,a'.iL ;
the end of the cotton field might be seen a mother partridge with her brood

varyingfromhalfadozentoadozendownyballsofyellowandbro^,nstriped
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fuff.. she too was given every chance to escape with her family. when she

f.efi her chicks were in danger she was completely reckless of consequences,

evetrdaring 
to attack a moving vehicle if she thought that would give her

bables a chance to escape '

In the cool of a summer's morning the mocking bird would sing as

though he was bursting with the joy of life, periodically interrupting his

songwith squeals or raucous squarvks as he imitated other animals or birds,

whence his name. After his early morning serenade the mocker would drop

to some revel spot, frequentry the front yard of a house, looking for his

breakfast. Rising on tiptoe he would flap his winnr-hr?ffig?to frighten some

cowering bug into self-betraying motion. Then the bird would pounce, gulp

his prey and again rise to flap his wings and look for another victim or two.

Later in the day might be seen the scissor-tail (so named from its ten to

twelve inch tail that is used as a rudder in the sharp flying maneuvers of

which it is so fond) . TV,ro of them flying, twisting and turning in mock combat

were a sight to give a lift to the most prosaic nature '

These last two, the moc]<ing bird and the scissor-tail, had an

inveterate hatred of the haw]<s that preyed on both of them. Against this
,S.t 6 t" r< r'-.J

enemy the_.eustonr:of both kinds of smaller birds was-to work in pairs. They

would carefully remain separate from each other and -.vould fly above but

on different sides of the enemy. one vrould suddenly swoop down and

pounce with sharp beal< driven with the fuII force of wings and weight to

stri]<e the hav.r]<,s bac]<. As the harassed bird turned to pursue the attac)<.er,

bird nurnber trn,o would zooln dorvn frotn the opposite side and administer
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another 
driving blow. Meanwhile bird number one had resumed a position

of attack '

lllrens, humming birds and an occasional blue bird were almost

pets around the farm house. These delicate and beautiful little creatures

wete common at the turn of the century but became scarcer at later dates.

Nways spectacular was the red bird or cardinal . A vigorous

fighter in his own right, his proud bearing, strident voice and at times

atilactive whistle, were coupled with a powerful beak with which to damage

an adversary. His demure little wife and relatively sparse numbers, and

his own color and beauty insured that he would remain a favorite .

Each spring just as the young corn was coming out of the ground

the farmer could expect a migration of the yellow-breasted field larks.
L

Unattractive to begin with, they hadryicious habit of pulling up just sprouted

com to eat the soft grain of corn that was still attached to the tender stall<.

A singte bird would pull up several dozen young stalks in rapid succession

and a flock of them could do real damage. Their flesh was poor and even

when diet was monotonous the bodies were seldom used '

AII through Central and \Mest Texas were the chaparral birds

(commonly callecl road runners) . These long legged, rdngy birds stood about

ten to twelve incSes in height thougir about six inche'l; of the height was

Iegs and another three inches was neck. The body \ ,as slight and seldom

weighed more than half or three-quarters of a pound. The wings were little

used for this fellorv was a ground bird. I-Ie was a sporting chap and would run

for the sheer fun of it. As a buggy or horseman drove along a road, one of the
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birds would jump in front of the animal and stay a few paces in the lead.

Few horsemen could resist the challenge. As the horse speeded up so did

the bird. After half a mile of this exercise the bird would begin to get beyond

his own area so he would blithely jump to one side to wait for another passerby

togtvehimarunintheotherdirection.
About dusk on a summer's day as the heat subsided and the insect

world began to arouse itself there appeared flying a hundred feet or so in

the air the buII bats, birds somewhat larger than mocking birds. Ttrey fler,r'

along with keen eyes turned downwards. when one of them sighted a

hapless insect fifty to a hundred feet belor,ti his flight turned into a vicious

and swift dive. As he plummeted downwards his wings started a hum that

would be audible for a distance of several hundred feet. On reaching, or

missing, his victim with wings and tail taut he pulled out of his dive to

keep from crashing into the earth. At this point the hum reached almost a

screech. How successful was the dive j.n securing a victim the observer

seldom knew for all he heard was the noise of the dive-bombing attack

Martins too were occasionally seen with their peculiar, darting

flight. More obvious were the glistening black birds that traveled in flocks

of twenty-five to a hundred or more. They loved to settle on freshly ploughed

fietds to search for bugs and worms '

Migratory birds occasionally made an appearance. From time to

time tens of thousands appeared in .flocks flying through the country and

taking half an hour to pass a given point. These, however, were only to be
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seefi occasionally and did not become a part of the life of the people - More

noticeabte 
in the faII and spring were the flocks of ducks and geese that

madetheir 
way to and from their winter feeding grounds along the GuIf coast

and in Mexico. The geese, with their necks outstretched, followed their

Leadervuho 
flew boldly ahead with his flock trailing behind in a wedge shape

with five to fifteen bircls on either flank. when they were fleeing a blizzard

they pushed on during the night when their plaintive cries could be heard

tle n'

as they'i;;l southrvard at a height of several hundred feet to two thousand

fgetforlowing their built-in nature-provided compass to their destination.

At dusk on these same sumn'rer nights follor,ving a period of wet

weather one could see thousands of fireflies (Iightning bugs) utintcing their

tail lights. They would shimmer and gleam as they flashed along a few

feetfrom the gror-rnd. Higher in the air were the bats that emerged at the

same time. Their flickerirrg, jerking and erratic flight as they sought for

insects after a hot day rvere a never ending mystery and nratter of interest.

Another Iong remembered sight followect heavy rains . That

blac)< gummy soil soa],,ed up the water slow1l, . Throughout the area were quan-

tities of earth worms that sometimes reachecl a length of seven or eight inches '

As the rain filled the worm holes the creatures came to the surface for air.

At times they would crawl out in the open and at others would simply get their

heads out. This gave the chj.ckens a sple,did chance. one sould dart

down and serze the exposecl encl of a worm. Especi.ally if he was a big fellor'rr

the wo*rr vr/ould r,rrrinkle his s]:in ancl grip the sides of his hole ' There ensued
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awg of

its beak

creailtte

another

war. The bird would svrallorr an inch or So of the worm then closing

for a firm grip it would rear back and pull another inch or so of the

out of the ground. Another hurried swallow would follow ' then

tug until the worm was vanquished or broke in two '

slowly the family got more land under cultivation. The good rains

of LBBB and lBBg meant good crops in Guadalupe county also the Galveston

priceof middling cotton in early october was reasonably steady at around

ten cents a pound. A team of mules \ ras acquired and it appeared that better

times were at hand. on June zL, r'g0 George and Mary proudly bought I00

acres of land from ]ohn Ireland. The purchase price was $2,000 gold' payable

in annual installments of $200 each with the first payment due on January I,

LBg|. The whole sum bore interest at the rate of 10% ' (Deed Record Booi< No ' 3 '

p. 2g5. This is found in the Guadulupe county records at seguin, Texas.) As

thougrr to emphasize the improved conditior'Is, on May 28, I89I a second

son, Frank, was born. Then in February 1893 another boy' Frederick william'

arrived. Both 'vvere healthy and promising youngsters

unfortunately the worst of the hard tirnes v/as just coming on. The

rains failed. on octobe r 2, 1Bg0 rniddling cotton in Galveston was quoted

at B L/2 cents, a year later it was crown to 7 r/2 cenis and in 1Bg4 plunged

to a sic]<ening 5 3/4 cents. A short rally in 1Bg5 was follor,r'ed by another

decline until the bottorn was reached when the record showed a mere 4 7/B cents'k

on october I, IBgB. Massive farmer rlnrest srvept the country and the Populists

*S ee The Nerv Yor]., Ti[gq for cotton prices at various markets '
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rnadetheir 
bid for povrer in the national election of 1892. Cleve1and, the

Democrat, 
was elected only to be fcrced to desperate measures behveen

fig3 and lBgT to try to keep enough gold in the national treasury to maintain

the Country's solvency. In Texas, however, gold was almost unknown' This

was silver country and the farmers clamored for free coinage of the white metal .

George knew little of national affairs but he did know that after a

year of hard work he was lucky if he got over five cents a pound for his cotton

when he took it to tJre gin. The Galveston quotations were discounted in

Central Texas'because of shipping costs to the port city. For ten bales of

cotton there was a pitiful $275.00 for the year's income. rnterest on the

purchase price of the farm was nearly $200.00 and that without any paymeut

on the principle. This left less than $roo.00 for a family of six for the year.

Meanwhile plows and hoes urith which to cultivate crops did wear out-

Mary learned to salvage bits and pieces of her husband's clothes

with which to ma]<e new garments for the children. Her o\ /n worn out dresses

reappeared as shirts for the boys ancl as dresses for little Ethel. "Hog and

hominy,,again became stapgs of diet with black-strap ntolasses for sr,t'eetening

and an occasional rare treat in the form of a vinegar pie made of a pie cmst

wit5 a coating of vinegar mixed with sugar and corn starch for filling.

It was while conditions were especially blcak that George made a

painful trip to Nerv Braunfels to see a Mr. Lancla from whom he had botrowed

some money. The merchant-banker-money lender was himself "s1:read thin"

and his own obligations were coming due. Nor,v George came in to say that he
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simply could not pay the small debt that he o-wed. Both men were desperate

and voices rose as the exchanges bordered on recriminations. At that point

an understanding, motherly soul , Mrs . Landa, entered the roorrl bearing a

ffay on which was a pot of hot coffee and some little Gennan cakes. Ignoring

the straineci atmosphere she asked: 'Would you gentlemen like a cup of

coffee?,, The creditor became the host, and the debtor the guest. TWenty

minutes later two friends consummated a satisfactory extension of the loan.

Dqctors were few and poorly trained and the Pure Pood and Drug

Act had not yet been pas sed. Patent medicines flourished. Their .advertise-

ments appeared in all sides. Dr. White's electric comb was said to

,,positively cure dandruff , hair falling out, sic); and nervous headaches, and

when used rvith Dr. White's Electric Hair Brush are positively gr.raranteed to

make straight hair curl in 25 days. " (The Seqruin Enterpriss, April I, 1904).

Lydia E. pinkham's Vegetable Compound vuas reported to have cured "a

distessing case of fibroid T\lnors after everything else failed. " Gl:S-Egy!.

Countv Times, September 9, 1904). Electric Bitters and Arnica Salve "completely

cured,, a case of Virulent Cancer" (Ihe Tc>"as Democrat, San Marcos, Te>:as,

sept . 2L, 1g06). ,'One small bottle of HaIl's Great DiscovelY cures all

Kidney and Bladder trouble, removes Gravel, cures diabetes, Seminal Emissions,

weak and lame backs, and all irregularities of the Kidney and Bladder, in both

men and lvornen. Regulates Bladcler in Children". The price was $t.00 per

bottle Gl-,S__$i,rruin Enterprise, Sept. 30, lBgB) . Somethj-ng of a high point in
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the advertising art was reached when Prophylactic Germicidal Tablets were

reported, 
to cure fifty- s jx listed ailments , among them : Asthnra , Gout , Cough s ,

gyphilis, Ulcers, Tumors, Croup, Pevers, lMeak eyes, Bad blood' Rheumatism,

GaLL stones, lMomen'S Diseases and all contagions. " "Germicidal Tablets wiII

prevent the inception of any germ disease under normal conditions and will

destroy the disease germs under all conditions 
"' 

They "will cure you as

certain1yasthesunriseSagain.,,Price50fand$}.00,

6pril 28, 1905) '

Advertisements of such marvelous cures, however, had little to do

with the everyday life of the callcotts . Mary was again pregnant when little

Frederick faced the critical second summer of childhood so dreaded by frontier

mothers. Just what his ailment was is unknown, but it was covered in the

Ianguage of the community as cholera infantum. The doctor was caIIed from

San Marcos. He said vaguely that there \A,as some talk in medical journals

that orange juice was effective in some such cases but there were no oranges

to be had at that time of year so the remedy could not be tried. The lad, whom

fond parents referrecl to as the most promising of alI their children, died.

A little home-macle coffin \ 7as buried under a sweet-gum tree about a hundred

yards from the house. There through the years a pitiful littte picllet fence

stood as a silent reminder of lost hopes '

On Novernber IZth follov,ring came along the last of the children,

Wilfricl Harcly. He was a puny chilcl in corrtrast wjtlr the lost boy.

SIowIy the depression was wearing itself out ancJ the crisis seemed

to be passing as the price of cotton improved to from Gf to z l/2+ per pourrd.
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wilIiam Jennings Bryan had caught the spirit of the mass unrest and made

his astonishing campaign in rBg6 calling for free coinage of silver and a

pillenium for the farmer. Bryan was defeated but during the next three years

the country slorru,Iy absorbed its overproduction. MiIIs reopened, international

trade resumeg.,.n"* gold came in from Alaska and a new gold refiningr process

t"r^;a 
fr,,Ssibl.- - r- :* +,.ic r.nrrnfr

.,g,rabled^the 
use of lower grade ores in this country ' Then the Spanish

American war gave a new lift to American feelings and a new direction to thought'

BeforetheturningtidecouldreachcentralTexas,however,the

Garlcott famiry had some additionar bridges to cross. The cow had "dried

up', and milk was not to be had' Crop prospects were poor and the IB9B

cotton brought the disastrous low price of Iess than five cents a pound

(4 T/Bf was the actuar price of middling cotton in Galveston on october Ist')

should George give it aII up and go bac)< to England a failure? No!!

Never! ! Rather starve and be done with it. If Mary shed a few nostalgic

tears at night she said nothing. Her pledge had been "for better or for worse .''

George went to town and returned with notrring but fatbac]< (ttre

cheapest grad.e of bacon containing no rea'meat and usually used o'Iy to

boil with turnip greens or cabbage as flavoring). oatmeal and flour were

dispensed with. corn meal mush was staple for break'fast. The fatback was

cut thin and fried as bacon and the "drippings" used lor shortening in the corn

bread that was eaten urith molasses for dinner and supper. Left-over corn

meal nrush wa s saved . when cold it stiffened, tiren was cut in strips and

fried. occasionally vinegar pies, or wild plum preserve or agarita (some called
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ir rexas holly) berries were made into je1rv, .li,:,:::: of bread appeared as

br"ud 
p:,ddinsjtt"V "p@/\But for supper (dinner) at the enci

Q 
*;'r; Oav's work, the men and bovs always put on a clean shirt' and a clean

and ironed table cloth (even though ragged) always covered the rough board

table. Mary refused to use the new oilcloth ' It was "improper" '

late in the spring of this bitter period (spring of 1899) Herbert and

a Mexican laborer were busy planting cotton for there was still a chance that

late planted cotton might possibly yield an extra bale or tt 'o of lint' There

was no money for help so George took another plow and mule and opened a

furrow in another part of the field' while his eight-year-old son (Franl<)

followed, wrestling with a slngle row planter'

The implement rested on a front wheel' Behind the wheel was a

frame with tlvo handles like a wheelbarrow ' On the frame was a box to hold

thecottonseed,andbelowtheboxwasaspoutprojectingtowithinabout

two inches from the ground. In front of the spout through which the seed

dropped was a small plovv that opened a trench in which the seed fell at about

four inch intervals. Then two small .plo\^I shares covered the seeds ' The

. spout and the small plovr shares helped to support the vehicle in an upright

position but when it was pullecl along by a mule over ploughed land it was

Iikely to toppte over at any moment' The weight of tl'e planter was about a

hundred pounds and could be handled rather easily by a gro'wn man who was

able to hold the handles at a convenient height' But for an eigl'rt-year old

boy who had to grasp the handles almost at the heiglit of his own head' and

I
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whose weight was less than half that of a man it was strenuous work indeed.

At the end of each row George would turn his plow around and wait for the

boy to come up. The lad could not swing the hea\4r machine to turn it in the

opposite direction to plant the next row so George would do this for him and

they would start once more. When the boy was himself seventy-five years of

age hewrote: ,'SIow work, but it did get some seed in the ground and that is

What we were after

food 
"'

On one occasion Mary got four pounds of butter ready and took

it to a country store where she went to buy necessities. The owner of the

store said that he had enough butter and did not want it but he would allow

her forty cents "in trade" for the whole four pounds. with a flash of indepen-

dence she said she would feed it to the pig and chickens rather than seII it

at such a price. But on the slow trip home she was a pensive wolnan ' Had

her monrentary anger been justified? Had her pride kept her children from

somewhat better foocl than the monoto,ous fatback and corn meal mush? The

wear and tear on the frontier \voman is rather strikingly shonrn in the accom-

panying composite picture of the callcott fanrily that was made as a gift to the

family by John Garter (who had married Lucy Ireland, Mary's younger sister)

about IB9B. The contrast of this picture with that of lhe girl who was a

bride at old sl<eeby teIIs the story more effectively than words can do.

From another direction came pressure on Mary. WeII before 1900

George had become an estabtished rcsident and voter in Guadulupe County

. . . . Not child exploiting, just a case of getting money for
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whose 
county seat was seguin. Now he was called for jury duty with

surprising 
regularity. Many of the German settlers had not yet acquired

citizenship 
papers and others were handicapped by language difficulties and

soweteexcused 
from seryice. George always looked the part of a substantial

cLtrzenand 
his personality and integrity recommended him. Ju'ty duty meant

that he had to travel sixteen miles to seguin, usually to be on duty for a

week. The fact that he had a frail wife and young children was no excuse so the

English girl was left to listen to the labored breathing of croupy children

punctuated by the lonesome howl of prowling coyotes. It was she v'rho had

to stand ready to doctor a boy,s foot after he had stepped on a rusty nail,

crosing her mind to the dread possibilities of lockjaw that had recently

claimed the life of a neighbor lad. sick or well ' Iife went on and she rvas

the center of it '

onedaywhenGeorgeandthetwoolderboyscameinfromthefield

at noon they found the always staunch wife and mother preparing the corn

meal, bacon and molasses with tears on her face. Her children were hungry'

To add the last straw a venturesome hen, the mother of six promising quarter-

pound chickens, hacl Ied her brood into the horselot lool:ing for dropped grains

of corn. somehow the cow had stepped on ancl hopelessly crushed a chick'

This was too much '

No woncler George and ir4ary

horneland evidently mentioned that they

advertising the glories of West Canada

becatne restless. A letter to the

had received some Propaganda

. "Oh, George, " wrote his Mother
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frornEngland, 
,,don,t go to canada. " It is so cold there. Then she added

that his uncle George was quite feeble, "childish & 6"t lost his memory 
"'

ll.oedoyounotthinkyoucoulddoaswellinEnglandbutofcourseyou

rnust do what you think best for your family. ,, soon after this came word that

the uncle had died on December B, }897. He left the Skeeby house, and the

fafr$rf,icf, 
was rented at L 70 ($SaO1 per year' to George's mother with the

understanding 
that at her death it wourd go to her children ' The younger

bachelor s.on, Frank, who had managed the farm of late years ' however' was

ro getthe major share. The old ties were breaking and George had no real

desire to go back '

In the farl of IBgg George as usual sold his early cotton as it was

ginned to pay off his account at the store. This was bringing about 6 r/2+

per pou'd. As soon as the storekeeper was paicl eeiiE" refusecl to seII more

of his crop at the gin but ,,held,, the bales hoping for better prices if he took

them to market himself a few montht,.]::":. {k,": f t., s,.r l.v'L-"- 
ft" tl'e.'Yrr' c '^Q' 

(lt? r r"J e

inthosedayscottonseedwassimplyawasteproductthatwasnot

worth shipping from a country gin to a distant plant at which to press the

seeds to prepare cotton seed meal for stock feed. Most of the farmers refused

to tarce tr.re seed home ancl the gins were left to dispose of it as best they could'

George as a boy in yorkshire had learned the value of fertilizer. He reclaimed

his own seed. Then, after saving enough for the next season's planting and

for feed for the cow he dumped the rest of it bac)< on theland' It could be
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e.lpecred 
to sprout with the faII rains but cold weather soon

plants and the food valte returned to the soil '

killed the Young

About the middle of Febrrnry George learned tirat the best prices

f.or cotton *.r" being offered in Seguin ' He borrowed an extra wragon and

loaded 
fivelve s00 pound bales, six on each wagon. At five o'.lo"i the next

porning the t\,vo wagons each pulled by four mules started out. The eight

animars and tr,vo drivers literally carried the hopes of the family to be able to

Fy off. interest due and to secure badly needed supplies. Fortunately the

roads were in good shape so by noon the wagons reached their destination-

rhen f'lrovred the regular rituar as eacrr prospective buyer cut his generous

sample of nearly a pound of lint. Next he examined it for trash and for color

and finally pulled out a wisp of lint and with mysterious and judicious air

he grasped it firmly between thumb and forefinger of the left hand' Next he

seized the other end of the tiny bit and tugged at it with the right hand to

extend the fiber to its maximum length. This was the alr important test in

vrhich the cotton miIIs were especially interested. After proper pessimistic

headshal:ing three buyers made their bids . The delighted farmer got 7 3/4+

per pound, c about $aZS ' 00 for the lot'
t h e ''f t l'' t'' s c('-' '1 <l \'v r'r lir' ''

Taking irJi- crriverrto the hotel George warked into the dining room.

soon an aporogetic waiter came up to say that men must wear coats if they

expecte":;::,::::,:::'. 

"#":rha'e 
just soldtwo loads or cotton 

..

and I want the ttt'o best dintrers you have .''
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,,I am very sorry but the manager would fire me if I let you eat

without coats ' " 
'was the answer '

A flash of anger was folloiped by the memory of his training as

a waiter in a gentlemdrr's house. Then: "Hang it arl man, w€ are hungn'.

But if those are your rules you have to stick to them. I shall know where I

can find a proper place to eat when I bring my wife and daughter to town.

NoW tell me Where I can get a good dinner today . ,' The waiter accommodated

gladtY '

Since most of George's regular business was transacted at San

Marcos he decided to take his money in cash. A trip to the bank in seguin

brought pronrpt payment of the buyer's check - but the payment was in silver

dollars for at this time the various silver purchase acts of the national

government had flooded the country with silver coins . The bank teller

courteously put the nloney in two sturdy bags made of cotton sacking (duck).

George had thoughtlessly told the driver of the second wagon to go on home

as soon as the cotton was unl0aded. This meant he would have to travel

alone and could not possibly reach home until long after dark- He suddenly

realized that carrying that anrount of silver might be dangerous and as

usual he was travelling without his gun. Leaving his money at the bank

temporarily he went tc a lumber yard and bought a light load of lumber

(something alvrays needed on a farm). Then he went bac]" to the banl< and

recraimed his money. when safely out of sight of people he stopr)ed and hid

the bags in the bottour of the wagon bed and under the lumber. Now, he was
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rnerely

family

a belated farmer taking home a load of lumber' That spring the

ate better '

unfortunately the youngest baby did not get on well. Petty

ailments 
attracted complications and soon he was a very sick child.

Qeorgeset 
out the ten miles to san lr4arcos for a doctor. This meant

f.ivedollars 
(50+ per mile one way) for the doctor* but one baby had been

rost and they were determined to save this child if possible ' The doctor

carne, mentioned the wora ai{rreria and frankly said there was nothing he

could do though some cases survived. It was important to get the baby to

take food if he could swallow it, but he warned Mary not to further deplete

thechild,sstrengthb},attemptingtolifthim.Eachtwentyminutesshe

was to rean over and offer her breast to the little fellow' As the doctor v'ras

Jeaving George asked him to come bacl< the next day. The answer was that

this would be useless for trrere v,/as no hope. But the parents stayed up

through the night and by nrorning the mother reported that the baby was

sucking slort,ry. she insisted on feeding him at fifteen minute intervals and

the stubborn chap insisted on getting well '

Throughout life he was wont to say tl-rat this early fright to his

pare,ts had made them undury anxious. on the first appearance of a cold

they plastered his ch.,.rit with trre abomi,able remedy of the day, a poultice

concocted of turpentine ancl lard, the while they stuffed hirn v'rith cough s)/rtlp

con.Iposed of ]<erosene and sugar. patent medicines were at least more palatablc: '

doubled to $ 1 .00 per mile for visits iu

that such a tr.-ip of twenty rniles was all
a day. AIso the trip vsould take at least

A litt1e later doctor's fees

the country . It silould be remembered

that a team could be expected to do in

firze hours of a doctor's time '


