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IEg I',{aELng of a:n Errigrant-Fami}y

t'Goorge Hardy CallcottI vras the eldest son of a member of
--ttrE engrtih gentry class' - In.the opinlon of that class,

h*"t"i, he tras a nobody due to disinherltance under a

caste system he always nesented even while he secretly
admlrod'manY of lts PrinciPles'

Itlvlr. Calleotttt was the salutatlon of respect recelved by thc
young man from his old superintondent when he was pro-
ioted f ron a por ter t.o a slgnalnlan on the Brltish Great
Northern Railroad.

ttlvlr. Georgetr uas tl:e mlxed tltle of respect and affectlon
acco:'dEd by laborers ln the cotton fields of Texas'

These throe terins ei)ltomlze the career of the subject of thls accoun

from his young manhood ln 01d England o$ t rre 'L87ots to hls life ln
,l

West Tcxas more than a tLrir"d of a century laten '
Iforth of the Chiltern Hllls and so:ne thlrty miles east of

0xford, Englandl was tJ:e ol-d markct town of Aylesbury v:lth lts

twlstlng and narrow streets. Its 5021 inhabltants of 1831 lnc:reased
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ln twent)' years to 5OBt thougtr the offlclal record irastened to

polnt out thal; part of the rapld gror'rth uas due to the 5'ao1 a'ci

io.t iroo"" uhlch together hel-cl 1!$ unfortunates'

onthebanksofthewaterreservolrtotheeastoftol.lnwastl:e

Golden perch Inn. Ilere Francls Hardyr tho meternal 5;randfathel' of

thcaubjectofthisnarratlve,preslr]edoverhlspubwithltsbor.ll-
lng ground. A contemporary dlrectory of BuckingJramsh5-re l-lsts him

as trVlctu.alertt snd aLso as Superlntendent of the Reservoir' In

addition ho appears to have been qulte faclle with his pen' for a

black and white sketch of the o1d lnn 1s st1II extsnt that is sigr:ed

by t'Francls Hardyrtt presumably the seme ptr."ot'''*

The rnnkeeperis only knorn'n sonr George, soon Left tLre comnunlty

to become a sheep farmer ln Yorkshlre near the clty of Richrnond ' A

daug,hter, Loulsa, whc rqas to becone the mother of rti'Ir. George,rr was

given a good educatl.on, ancl about 1850 she took a posltlon as

govcrne ss r.r I tlr the Callcott famtly resl<lent at nearby li or"th chu'ch.'::'li'

TheCaltcottfarriilycanbetracedbacktoaLondor:en6,ineer

or buiIc1er. who accu:tiulated a moclost for"tune ( a street In the Ken-

sington sec ti cp of Lo:rdcn v.'as still namecl af ten him itr 1!611) . Cul-

tural lnterests were cleveloped and a placque ln tire clolster of

the church of st.. Illar,lr Abbots, Kensin8ton, London, is lnscribed to

Itthree nuslcien.s resldents of thls pari.sh bourrd to61e ttier by the ties

of klnshlp en6 devotlon to their ert.t' Tr,,'o of these ,ere ttJohn h'af1

Callcott nlus. Doc. Oxon., 1'/66-1B2Irt and "!lill.ianr llutchlns Ca11cott, s

'tt'Thi" s]<etch vlasp in 1961f , in ihe pos$essiol
u,hose hone vlas built; on the site of the o1d lrrn'

+!':i'The nrarri-age recor.cl of Roliert I)ixon Cell-cott'
fact, tliough the pl.opcrty uas probably orj-ginally

of I'irr . C. Layr,lo oC

e stabli sires th is
that of hi s

mot;hcrts faniIy, the Dixons.



of. above Dr' Gallcott' I807-1882 
"' 

In lg26 George Hardy Callcott' the

subj ect otthis memoir, wrote: ,.My Father, Robert Dixon Gallcott was a

grandson of John waII callcott and a nephew of vtrilliam Hutchins Gallcott"'*

WhenLouisaHardy,theGoldenPerchlnnkeeper.sdaughter,becanle

a govetness in the Gallcott family, presumably to care for the younger children'

she was hffenty-four and Robert Dixon was twenty one. In this young man

prosperity or mischance had produced a misfit. The young London gallant and

the inn)<eeper,s daughter feII in love. rn spite of vigorous Galrcott family

objections they were married in the parj.sh of Northch*rch on March 30' IB53 '

on his wedding record the happy-go-lucky groom laconically identified his

ptofession as that of "auctioneer" '

Disinherited for this marriage beneath his class, Robert Dixon

took his bride to London to live. Disillusion foll0wed fast on romance ' The

groorn,s London friends avoided the young coupre and he had nothing in common

wiLh her peopre. A year a*d a half later a daughter caroline was born,

August 11, 1855. Even rrith this added incentive the young husband and

father could not settle down. To such a nran the other side of the street always

looked smoother, and now glovuing talcs of America rvhere aII rnen were equal

held promise of a lvay to fortune and happiness. Funds were scraped together

and the young couplc set forth on the arduous journey via New York city to the

*The author has not been able to verify this stateme,t though

presumably it is correct. The vrill of John v{aII cal}cott does not mention a

son by the name of Robert carlcott even though Robert Dixon callcott so listed

the name of his father vshen he applied for a ntarriagc licellse '



sern._frontier 
town of utica, Nevs york. There George Hardy the subject of

this account was born otr June 9 ' 1857 '

Unfortunately there was neither gold nor happiness at the western

end of that rainbow for the inexperienced Englishman. Back to the old country '

By that time London friends had forgotten them or were still cold; new friends

were scarce and ready money unavairable . on , 18 64 , another
s.tc., a I ;r;ri €Qi )rr- i*.. c-

sor.tr Frank Hardy, wds born. The combined4lressures were too much and the

tragic figure of Roberl Dixon callcott disappeared - The family understood

that he had returned to America, whence a report came that he had been killed

in som€ kind of an altercation in a drinking house in Virginia. Given the

hectic conditions in that state at the close of the civil war the disappearance

of an unknovnrn English wanderer was not surprising. Reading betrveen the

lines of his u,ife,s later rrliitanisrn and of the elder son's attitude toward

Iiquor, so contrary to that of the young workers with rryhom he was associated,

this presumption is likely to be accurate.

Louisa had learnetl to fear the city and now found herself practically

destitute rn,ith three small children to feed and clothe. Her elder bachelor

brother, George Hardy, came to the rescue from far away Yorkshire. In the

village of S):eeby, near Richnrond he had a tr^,ro-family house (duplex) and

nearby a srna1l farrn. One-half of the ho'.rse was let to e' tenant but Louisa and

her children movecl into the other half while she became housekeeper for her

brother. It was far fronr an envial.lle positjon for the young mother who so

recently had dreamect of the joys of living in London, ds those joys had been

described thropgh t5e dazzled eyes of an at'uractive and plausible young-man-



Now she was entirely dependent on a none-too-sociable brother

who i, yorkshire had absorbed many of the characteristics of the proverbial

scotch,ran and devoted his naturally dour nature to the protection of what he

had and the accumulation of more by dint of hard work. He had scant sympaLhy

for either poctic or musical inclinations in a dependent sister's children whom

he had to support because a ne'er-do-well brother in law had skipped the

country '

Garoline, the eldest, was a frail child but the darling of her

brother George. she had considerable musical ability which she used

throughout her life in playing the organ in the local chapel ' Fortunately
r1A nn9 5 <-t F;c

the two boys were sturdy chaps. The lively ten-year-olfound his uncle

George a hard tasJcmaster. work \ ras the basis of life. Too much education

leJ
had.Ief the ooy,s mother beyond her class and to a disastrous end; so the

boy was only allor,,,ecr to go to the local school for a part of trrree sessions -

The rest of the tinre he wor)<ecl on the farm. Then at the age of thirteen he

,,took service,,as a houseboy in the home of a local country gentleman. For

the next nine years he continued in domestic servicergoing finally to Coo]<ridge

HaIl , near Leeds, as a footman '

The early tife on the fann left an indelible intpression and years

Cc.'r'rlc ie

tater-il'iii.t"rs to his sweetheart from{ondon repeatec}y referred to farm

crops of corn (urheat, rye and barlelr) and ha1r. Even as an old man in Texas
*tlt at Lt ;.t

he loved to recall boyhood tramps across the moors as a sheep herder^ At

mid-clay he vyould pause at a brooJ< for col.d water to mix his raw oatmeal into

ttcrowdy " .
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alcoholic

Both Motrrer and uncle were determined that there should be no

of t5e unlrappy experiences of Robert Dixon ' Six days of lvork
a- / I 11c Ci, -,-. lr.. ,.r ' 

e d [' 'j

ultra strict Sabbath observance,aad a Puitanical abstinence from

Iiquors '

On Thursday, April 17, 1879, George, twenty-two years of age,

5, 8,, in height and a solid Lz stone, 10 pounds (rza pounds) tett Richmond,

YorkshirerbyrailroadforLondontoseekhisfortune'

His niind rnras in a rvhirl. IWo weeks before he had returned to

skeeby to teIl the family he had left his job as a footman. The uncle

protestecr 'iolently 
at giving up a sure thing to enter that den of iniquity,

London that had led his Father to disaster. whirling southward he was still
h i s c' i.( .t' )r1 

1? 
| t''1 t'' ''

deterrnined but v,/as far from happy, Should he not have girren4rotice insteacl

L vt ;1 'f i t t'f '('* r+t P 
(! r^'

of leaving abruptl7t' Norv he had not even a character reference to show for

years of work. After aII, the wor]<. had not been too hearry or exacting; the

food had been good and the hours had not been excessive though they had been

irreguiar in. accorclance with tl're needs of the family. Social functions at the
-- (('''- r*'' d; cj

\J

Hap 5ad been a glorious sight and in one wedding at which he had served the
/\

bricle wore a veil which haci cost three hundred guineas ($ r, 500) . *' Dinner

was always a formal occasion where he helped wait on the table under the

direction of a severely proper butler '

*'Specific facts
chapter are extractt:d fronl
George wrote from loncion

arrd quotations from this point to the end of the
a rentarkable set of over a httndred letters which
anci rvhich harre beeu preserved '



Butthemerememoryofsuchservicecausedhisgorgetorise

oncemore. 
He recalled the life of the seryant girls of such houses and 

.1

resented 
the fact that in all too many cases they had had their spirits broken

as they were subjected to the personal whims of tyrannical mistresses and

masters. Ancl his mind returned to the old rankling grievance: he resented

his position as a servant. \Aras he not the eldest son of an ir',l:"t son of a

member of the gentry crass ? Regardless of his Mother'' ptuusr.or his uncle's

protests he was determined to be his own master'

Next his mi'd returned to an incredible thing that had happened in

the rast trnro weeks. on his first sunday at home he had followed the family

custorn and gone to the local chapel for service ' There he saw a pretty girl

whohadaclearSopranovoice-andGeorgedearlylovedmusicofanykind

and had a good bass voice of his own. soon the two found themselves cast

together as a ,,colonel and his lady,,in a skit presented at a social hour of

tire}oungpeoples,society.Rotnal]Cehadblossonredfast.

ThegirlinthecasewasMaryIreland.Shewaslivingwithan

uncle who was a substantial farmer and the leading man of the village ' Her

own father, John lrela,d, had been manager of a large estate in the con'lmunitY,r

rl ri^ 
l'\t t

ffter prolonged respiratory troubr.e, hor,tie-v_er, doctors advised that he migrate

to the Nevrwortd. In IB71 he left for Virginia urith lij.s'wife, three children

by an earrier marTiage, and his two youngest daughters. After three years

and a half in wytireville (lialf way betr,nreen Roano]<e anci Bristol) in the western

tip of Virginia he moved i' 1875 to the cry central Texas area and settled near

5.,



inlire,'4'- Jte

the pres;c't tor,vn of Lurin o *o;r"ngage in a rnixture of farming and ranching'

But rrr,cn the Irelarrcls left England two of tireir daughters, Mary and Lily,

were well started in the local school . After much discussion it rvas agreed

to leave them behind in charge of the girls' uncle and attnt so that they could

get an English education. Unfortunately, the uncle soon died and his wido'ut'

felt that her husband's pensioner nieces should be useful. The farm house-

naids were dismissed and the gj.rls were left to perform the chores of feeding

two farm hands, caring for the milk and butter from several cows, dnd do.i-ng

the house work'

In spite of a happy disposition that made her a favorite throughout
One et

tlre village Maqg found her lifeA monotonous drudgery. No rnronder the trn,o

semi-orphans, George and Mary, found themselves congenial - then fell in

love. Their troLh was plighted but any hope of marriage was clelayed to some

distant date rvhen George would have established hin:self .

He reached London at a "quarter to 6" in the afternoon at l(ing's

Cross statj.on. A friendl1, policeman tolci hinr he could get reasonable lodgings

at tfie Railway l{otel near ttre statj.on. The follov,ring trn'o days he tramped the

streets but found no job thoush he dicl fincl loclgings at 
[}ir] Albion Street.

The rent was five shillings ($ t. ZO1 per week. Early thc next week he found

employment as a cigar salesman. There was no salary guaranteed though he:

was to receive a 5% commission on sales made. His hopes rose and o1 thc

24th he wrote h j.s beloved, ir: part:



OnIy one short single week is Past

Since we did'st each other see;

But time does drag so slow1Y on:

It seems quite fuII a month to me.

We're parted now, but not for long,

We cannot stoP it; time will fIY:

Though seParate now, and far apart;

Soon we'I1 meet again. Yes, You and I'

This began his series of weekly letters which Mary kept religiously.

unfor[unately if he kept arly of her letters they were destroyed in his frequent

moves. In trre spirit of the day they exchanged a variety of frowers, violets,

pansies and forgetmenots to add the poetic language of florvers to their owll

expressions of affection '

By the end of the first week some of the glamor of the city was

wearing of.f.rfor George was living close to the railroad tracks in a section

drenched with coal smoke. "The vice, the misery, & the wickedness is

appalling. I have not much news to tell you Darling. I have given up the

cigar business because the cigar merchant wished me to go to the Public houses

6uny of thern obviously bawdy hous e{ to get orders for him & I refused. I am

going to start Monclay as Agent to a firm here who are Boo]<sellers & my duty

will be to get orclers for a Iarge & beautiful family Bil-lle. " But few Londoners

were interested in bulring expcnsive Bibles from an inexperienced Yorkshire



salesman. On the 4th of May he was v'rhistling to keep his courage up:

,'pomise Darling that you will give me your confidence ' Iove and trust for

the next 3 years & by that time I hope to be able to secure a position in life

of which I shall be ashamed of no man knowing ' " Could he hold the affectioDs

of a lonesome and attractive girl for three years ?

Jobs of any kind were scarce' and genteel ones were not to be had by

a country chap with extremely limited education and no letters of introduction '

At his wits end and with cash reserves fast dwindling he feII back on his

physical resources and applied to the railroad station at King's Gross for a

job as porter to handle freight ' The work was heavy and he was required to

be on the job for eleven hours per day for six shlfts per week ' Work periods

forthemorethan600porterswerestaggeredthroughthetwenty-fourhoursto

keep the freight moving day and night' This meant that he had to take his

ftm on the night shift. Pay was meager' from fifteen to seventeen shillings

aweek,butatleasthelradanhonestjobthatwouldsupporthimforthetime

being .

' One Sunday he dropped into servlces at a railroad:manl s chapel

t6 ' t Y'1' 4 '!
near t[lnJiaiion und *ut at once asked to teach a Sundav school class of boye

about thirtcen years of age' He wrote: "At the Sunday School I certainly

find plenty of acquaintances but I make no friends ' In iact they are mostly

fnntr"t"n & I am too proud to thrust my companionship on those so ntuch

above me in social Iife. Tis tl'ue we have sonre jolly mcetings on Friday

nights fiterary society eveninos & they are all free and kind' but there it ends"'



In mid May he changed his lodgings because the rent of five

shitlings per week was too high. He had moved to 6 Bath Place where the

rentwas only three shillings (about seventy-two cents). A rnonth later he

confessed he was feeling "very down and dull". "I do not teII Mother aII

these things or she would teII Unc1e and he would grumble aII day long. "

He had begun to thinl< of applying for a position in the railroad offices as a

clerk, but found that a strict examination was required and he knew that

his own education was seriously inadequate.

A letter written on the 29th of June appeared in an entirely different

handwriting. One of his new acquaintances at the chapel (a IvIr. Nottingham)

had been attracted to the ambitious country boy. He was himself in one of

the railroad offices and invited George to come to his room for special

coaching in penmanship and arithmetic to enable him to try the exantinations .

He "put me through an exam.D He abused me like a pic)<.pocket . . . . I had to

go through Dictation, several parts of Arithmetic &c. He told me nly spelling

was excellent, my Arithmetic much better than he expected but not yet good

enough; b.ut mV writing, Oh. it was something shoc)<ing . Of course, said he,

if you are going to be a gentleman . . people would spare a little time to

make it out, but as a clerk, the inspectors would not trouble to do So. "

Then George added3 ". . . rarith God's help I will yet rajse mlzself to the leve1

from which my father fell . It seems strange tirat in lor:dotl are most of my

Father's relations, and ntany of my Mother's friends are only a few miles av/ay,

and yet I do not knorv one. After a litt1e whj.Ie, rvhcn I have got into the office,



I intend to visit my Grancrfather's grave and see the house vshere \ 7e used to

dwetl, and which appears to me to be just like a dream, So indistinct and

confusing 
is the rememberance of it ' "

Letterafterletterinthenextsixmonthsreportedtheweekly

sessions with the ever patient Mr. Nottingham rvho evidently developed a

real affection for this hard-working andambiLious Yorkshire chap' Another

mdo who took a direct interest in him was a Mr. poynter who was superintendent

of the railroad porters, and also senred as superinte,dent of the sundal'

school whiCh George n.,, attended regurarly. Mr. Poynter'S salary was an

incredible L500 pounds (about $2'400) or more per year' of these two men

Georgewrote they rvere the only gentlemen "\,ho I might say cared to shake

hands with me " o

At the end of July he reported that he had received a letter from

his Mother expressing concern lest he desecrate the Sabbath by using so

much time on the holy day to rvrite to his girl. In spite of his devotion to his

Mother he retorted: "suppose I was down home would it be vrrong' would it be

wicked, if I were, oD a sunday eveni,g to go for a rvalk, of rrave a conversa-

tion with you ? I say no. Then, if it is right to speal< to each other rvhen we

are near, r' can it be

wrong to spea]; to each other when we are separated? " FIe added that he

especially wa*tod to write on sunday for on that day he had some spare time '

on week day nights he reachecl his room "tired and rvea:7 for ours is heavy'

hard work . "
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In spite of constantly recuning expressions oi,ariving pride

the }etters were not self-pitying . He took the strict social caste system

for granted: it was his position in that system that he resented' Jolly

sketche s ofsunoay school picnics appear repeatedly. AIso he reported the

May Day munrmery in Hyde Park where "impertinent" clowns leaped into

gentlemen,s carriages to sport with the staid occupants, while others who

were clad SoIeIy in evergreens and flowers cavorted for their own pleasure

and to entertain the on-Iooi<ers '

Soon after this George was caught up in the grinding pressure of

hard tirnes. ,,I long Once more to be in the green fields and to see the clear

water in the river swale again instead of the black mud which runs down the

Thames. o o .a large sickly tree fieafiyJ. . .Iooks out of its place poor thing '

The leaves are blac]<. and drooping & the town sparrc,ws are there with an

everlasting chirrup instead of the blackbird and thrush". Thousands of men

were out of worl< but he cloggedly continued to prepare for his clerkship

exanrinations.

He sent his ,,Darling Sis " a temperance book for a birthday present.

He explained this rather odd gift by saying: "if you had seen the sights

which are to be seen every night in our streets. Men, women, boys and

girls. My pollie 6r., pet nanre for Marfl, hundreds of beguliI!-l-girls which

makes one's heart bleed to see. creatr.rres who lvere once as pure, ds good

as yourself , throng our public houses and corners & would sell their soul to

Satan for a drop of gin. "
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Hebegantostudyshorthandforhisexaminationsbutwarned

pollie that there was little chance for him to get any christmas leave '

As a porter he was only entitled to three days vacation during the year-

The crerks got up to fourteen days, but even if he was able to pass the

examination 
for a clerkship he could not hope to accumulate any learre time

beforechristmas. 
AIso he was increasinglv rvorriedr "rri:_"j t".1i1j:1

-'''----- 
*, her Mother hact come over from America and was talking of

Mary wrote that nel lvr\''Lrrvr rruLt vv"':-

taking the girls back with her to the New worl<J. "b had better @. "

Arr, pollie , ly*yy/wi*in 
a wee]< rumors became fact; due to depressed

I 

conclitions all clerks' examinations were discontinued indefinitely ' George

commented,"IamYetaporter"gettingupal2:40A'M'togoondutyat

3:00 and to stay on the job until 2:00 p.I\4. at seventeen shillings ($4.08)

per wee)< '

In this perioc of despondency the rveel<Iy programs of the ca\fubnian

Roacr Literary society (a young people's social organization at the chapel)

took more. and more of his tinre, He appeai:ed- repeatedly on the prograrns

whicir were carefully pla,necl a'd anrlounced in a pri,ted folder distributed

in advance every three months. Essays, clramatic s]<-its, oratio,s and debates

were presented. After each part of a program \^/as delirz:red the members

engaged in active and spiritecl criticism of the perforrnance: as to posture,

he kept his eyes dovrn; delivery, rris voice was; good but he spoke too fast;

,e-s.sa\r cnnront material was good.or poorrdQ the ca?9 ryig-LIJ b-e; p-1on91c-i9tiol,-
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an ,,h.,; ctc. , etc. George himself 'norked for three fuII months on an essay

on the minerals of Great Britain that received substantial praise. After one

of his efforts the Minister complimented him saying that he had a "musical

voice,,. George reported the compliment to Mary saying that the good man

evidently credited to musical quality that which actually arose from nervous

excitement. But in any case here was the training that stood him in good

stead later when he became a speaker in wide demand in his Texas community.
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